
Adult Baptism 
In the Church of England, we traditionally baptise people using a font, 
and by symbolically pouring water over their heads.  However, it is 
also possible to baptise adults by 'full immersion' which means that a 
person goes physically under the water, rather than having water 
poured over their head.  On 15th December at 4pm, a member of St 
Mark's, will be baptised by full immersion.  Due to the fact that we 
don't have the facilities to baptise by full immersion in St Mark's, 
Walsworth Road Baptist Church are kindly letting us use their 
baptistery.  So please do join us at 4pm on 15 December at 
Walsworth Road Baptist Church.  
If there are any other adults in St Mark's who haven't been baptised, 
but would like to consider being baptised, either by full immersion or 
in the more traditional way, then please do talk to Jane - a 
conversation doesn't commit you!  
 

‘Somewhere to go’ 
As in previous years, Christchurch will be open on Christmas Day, 
Boxing Day and New Year’s Day.  This happens because volunteers 
from across the churches in Hitchin and beyond give of their time.  If 
you would like to volunteer for this Christmas project, please contact 
Deacon Sheralee Devitt, 01462 621776, 
deacon@christchurchhitchin.org.uk and if you know of anyone who 
might benefit from this service, please do let them know. 
 
Notice Sheet  
Please send notices for inclusion in this weekly sheet by 7pm 
Wednesday to deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring Deirdre on 
456184. 
 

 

   St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers. 
   If you are new here, please complete and detach this slip and  
   give it to a warden or a sidesperson.  
    

   Name   ………………………………………………................. 

   Address ................................................................................ 

   Tel.No. ................................................................................. 

 Email address (if applicable) 

................................................................................................... 

St Mark’s Church 

  Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 
 

17th November 2013 

Second Sunday before Advent 
 

Readings for today 
 

 

Malachi 4:1-2a  

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13  

Luke 21:5-19  
 

: to be read in church 
 
 
 

Services today 
 

  8.00am Holy Communion (p29 in folder) 

10.00am Family Service (p5 in folder) 

11.15am Holy Communion (p29 in folder) 
 
 

For prayer: 
 

We give thanks today for the work of Traidcraft and other 
organisations that promote fair trade and justice for producers 
and workers throughout the world; and we pray that we as 
consumers may buy carefully and responsibly to support these 
aims.  

 

 
PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 

 
If you wish to receive this notice sheet via email in future, 

please send an email to deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 
 

website: www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
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Hymns for 10.00am 
 
 

195 JP O when the saints 

 Our God is a great big God 

  13 SF Beauty for brokenness 

235 AMNS O Jesus I have promised 

    2 SF Shine, Jesus, Shine 
                                        

Diary for the week 
 
 

Wed 20 Nov  9.15am 

7.00pm 

8.15pm 

Morning Prayer 

Choir practice 

District Church Council meets 

Thur 21 Nov 8.00pm Churches Together in Hitchin AGM at 
Tilehouse St Baptist Church 

 

 

 

Next Sunday, 24 November – Christ the King 
 

 

  8.00am Holy Communion (p29 in folder) 

10.00am Holy Communion (p17 in folder) 

 
Notices 

 

Fairtrade Stall during coffee time today 
The stall will be selling goods from the Traidcraft company.  By 
purchasing fairly traded goods we are enabling people to earn a living 
with dignity rather than leaving them to beg for aid.   
 
Churches Together in Hitchin Annual General Meeting: 
Thursday 21 November, 8pm at Tilehouse Street Baptist Church  
The first part of the meeting will include reports on the past year and 
appointments and plans for 2014.  Then, at about 8.45pm, the Rev 
Stephen Copson of the Central Baptist Association - and a Hitchin 
resident - will lead reflections and discussion on where our Christian 
unity is leading us today.  He will base this on our Hitchin experiences 
and the wider context in which he works.  All are welcome at what 
promises to be a worthwhile meeting.  Further details from John 
Richardson on 01462 435595.  
 
Tuesday 19 November, 7.30 for 8pm Our Lady’s Parish Hall: 
‘Scriptural Reasoning Meeting’ This will involve a sharing of sacred 
texts and readings from the three Abrahamic Faiths (Jewish, Christian 
and Muslim) on the theme of "Using God's Gifts". Texts to be used 
can be found from at http://www.scripturalreasoning.org/text-
bundles?tid=16  All are welcome.  

Travelling Crib 
One of the traditions of our church life together is to have a Travelling 
Crib journeying around the homes of our church family during Advent. 
The Travelling Crib consists of knitted figures of Mary, Joseph and 
donkey and the idea is that as the figures travel around our houses 
we think of the journey that Mary and Joseph travelled as they made 
their way to Bethlehem.  We need some homes for Mary and Joseph 
to visit this Advent.  It is a really fun way of helping children to think 
about the Christmas story and also a good way to get to know other 
people as you receive Mary and Joseph from one family and then 
take them to another.  If you would like to take part in the Travelling 
Crib this Advent, please add your name to the list at the back of 
church, making sure you include your address and contact details 
and any dates between 1 and 24 Dec that you wouldn't be able to 
receive or pass on the Travelling Crib.  Alternatively, send these 
details to Jane at jane@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk by 24th November at 
the latest. 
 

Services in December and Christmas Services 
Due to other services going on in December we do not have a Family 
Service on the third Sunday of December (15 Dec).  However, there 
are lots of services in December which are very suitable for children 
as well as adults.  Our main services will be: 
 

Sunday 22 December 
10.00am Family Communion and Sunday School Nativity Play 
  6.30pm  Candlelit Service of Lessons and Carols 
 

Christmas Eve 
  4.00pm Family Crib Service 
11.30pm Candlelit Midnight Communion Service 
 

Christmas Day 
  8.00am  Holy Communion (said) 
10.00am Christmas Family Communion 
 
Our choir needs MEN! 
While our female ranks are well supplied, we are very much in need 
of men who are able to sing in tune and hold a part against the 
melody line.  The ability to read music is not necessary but a 
reasonable musical memory is.  If you would like to sing with us this 
Christmas, please speak to Andrew or phone him on 456184 as soon 
as possible. 
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