
Hitchin Fairtrade Town 
Hitchin became a fairtrade town some years ago and is run by Hitchin 
Fairtrade Town Steering Group.  This small, enthusiastic group has 
run events to raise our awareness of farmers and producers who 
grow or make most of what we consume each day but don't get a fair 
wage for their work and encourages the town's retailers to stock 
fairtrade products.  We have run an annual event in the Market Place, 
held fairtrade fashion shows and fairtrade lunches.  The group is 
seeking more members.  We meet about 3 times a year to discuss 
ideas and decide who will do what.  If you are interested but would 
like to know more, contact Helen Richardson, Chair of the Hitchin 
Fairtrade Town Steering Group, on helenwrich@btinternet.com or 
phone 01462 435595/07880 682681 for an informal chat - with a 
fairtrade tea or coffee! 
 
Notice Sheet  
Please send notices for inclusion in this weekly sheet by 7pm 
Wednesday to deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring  Deirdre 
on 456184. 
 
 

   St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers. 
   If you are new here, please complete and detach this slip and  
   give it to a warden or a sidesperson.  
    

   Name   ………………………………………………................. 

   Address ................................................................................ 

   Tel.No. ................................................................................. 

 Email address (if applicable) 

................................................................................................... 

 

How to contact us 

While a few telephone numbers of church members may be included 
in this web version of the notice sheet, most contact details for events 
are published only in the hard copy, available in church.  If you have 
no access to this, please contact Deirdre Parr, one of the 
churchwardens, on 01462 456184 or e-mail deirdre.parr@stmarks-
hitchin.org.uk 

St Mark’s Church 

  Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 
 

19th January 2014 

Second Sunday of Epiphany 
 

Readings for today 
 

 

Isaiah 49:1-7  

1 Corinthians 1:1-9  
John 1: 29-42  

 

: to be read in church 
 
 

Services today 
 

  8.00am Holy Communion (p29 in folder) 

10.00am Family Service (p5 in folder) 

11.15am Holy Communion (p29 in folder) 

  2.00pm Baptism Service 

  6.30pm United Service at St Mary’s for the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

 

For prayer: 
 

We remember that this Sunday is in the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity and we pray for Churches Together in Hitchin, 
in particular for the united service tonight at St Mary's and for 
Jane Litchmore-Grant who will be welcomed during the service 
as CTH Chair for 2014. 
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

If you wish to receive this notice sheet via email in future, 

please send an email to deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

website: www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
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Hymns for 10.00am 

 
 

  14 SF Teach me to dance 

258 JP This little light 

  26 SF Lord, I lift your name on high 

  10 SF I, the Lord of sea and sky 

  21 SF You shall go out with joy 

                                        

Diary for the week 
 
 

Mon 20 Jan 7.30pm Licensing Service for Revd Melanie 
Crowley at St Faith’s 

Wed 22 Jan 9.15am 

7.00pm 

Morning Prayer 

Choir practice 

Thur 23 Jan  6.30pm Group With No Name 

Sat 25 Jan 2.00pm Strictly Café Afternoon 
 

 

 
Next Sunday, 26 January – Third Sunday of Epiphany 

 

 

  8.00am Holy Communion 

10.00am Holy Communion ending with the Dedication of the 
Cross (weather permitting!) 

 

 

 

Notices 
 

 

 
Dedication of the Cross  
Next Sunday, providing it is not pouring down with rain (!), we are 
hoping to dedicate the new cross at the end of the service.  We would 
also like to take the opportunity to take a photo of the whole church 
family around the cross which could be put on the website so that 
when people are looking at our church online they can see what a 
friendly bunch we are!  We hope you’ll feel able to join in, but 
participation in the photograph is not compulsory! 
 
Monthly Foodbank Collection at St Mark’s, Sunday, 26 January 
Any of the following items would be welcome: milk (UHT or 
powdered); sugar (500g packs); cartons of fruit juice; packet soups; 
pasta sauces; rice/pasta; tinned meat/fish; tinned vegetables/fruit; 
cereals.  There will, as usual, be a box at the back of church where 
you can leave any contributions. 
 

 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Please remember the Churches Together in Hitchin united service 
this evening at St Mary’s at 6.30pm when we shall be sharing 
communion under one roof.  We shall give thanks for the outgoing 
CTH Chair, Rev Ian Todd, and welcome the incoming Chair, Jane 
Litchmore-Grant of the Church of God of Prophecy, who will be 
preaching.  A combined choir will sing two anthems: Mozart’s Ave 
Verum at the start of the service and Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus 
towards the end.  If you are a singer and would like to participate, 
even if you did not manage to attend the rehearsal on Friday, 17 
January, it is still possible to join the choir.  If you have copies of 
either anthem, please bring these along.  
You are also welcome to attend the united ladies’ service, 7.45pm on 
Tuesday 21 January at The New Testament Church of God (corner of 
Willian Road/Hampden Road). 
 
St Mark's Cycle of Prayer for 2014  
The new Cycle of Prayer is available at the back of the church today.  
The Cycle enables us, over a period of one month, to pray regularly 
for our church, the wider parish and other churches in Hitchin, the 
roads in our district, and local, national and international 
organisations.  Do please take a copy for your personal use. 
 
Daily Bible Reading Notes by email  
If you would like to get a daily email with a bible quote and some 
‘thoughts’, go to http://www.biblereadingnotes.org.uk/.  If you have 
any queries or you would prefer this in booklet form, please speak to 
Karin Dodds. 
 
Saturday 25 January, 2-4pm: GWNN’s Strictly Café Afternoon  
A stupendous, social afternoon sharing sensational performance, 
music and dance from the younger members of the churches in 
Hitchin.  All ages welcome!  Lifts available (contact Jane 
jane@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or tel:434686).  Refreshments available. 
Donations in aid of the NSPCC. 
 
Snow Clearing 
Thank you to everyone who offered to clear snow, if the need should 
arise.  In the end, we had lots more offers than requests for help. 
Therefore, if you’ve not been paired up with a household, thank you 
so much for offering.  Everyone’s willingness to help out is much 
appreciated. 
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Churchwardens 
On 23 March, we will be having our Annual General Meeting.  At that 
meeting, we will need to elect people to various roles in our church 
life but, crucially this year, we will need to elect a new churchwarden, 
as Deirdre Parr is standing down from this role after five years.  We 
cannot operate as a church without wardens, so please give some 
thought as to whether this is a role you might consider taking on or, if 
there is someone who you think would be very good in the role, why 
not ask them to consider it?  If you would like more details on what 
the role entails, do feel free to chat to Jane, Deirdre or Sandra. 
 
DIY Group 
As with any building, there are often little DIY jobs that need doing 
round the church premises.  At the moment these get done by the 
churchwardens (and their families).  To share the workload, we would 
like to set up a group of people who are willing and able to do small 
DIY jobs as and when the need arises.  This group will be a ‘virtual’ 
one, never meeting, but being willing to be contacted via a group 
email sent out by the wardens when help is needed.  If a person were 
able and willing to help on that occasion, they could respond and 
agree to carry out the repair etc.  We hope this will mean that one or 
two people don’t have to do all the work.  If you would be willing to be 
part of this DIY group, please let Deirdre Parr know. 
deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk  
 
Sunday refreshments – helpers needed 
The present coffee rota finishes at the end of April and Judy would 
like to draw up the new one in the next few weeks.  While she is 
pleased to have 2 new helpers to join the rota, she, and the 
refreshments team, would be really grateful for a few more volunteers 
to lighten the workload - it can be very busy in the kitchen.  With the 
current numbers of helpers, the duty comes round only once every 6 
weeks.  If you could help, please contact Judy. 
 
Monthly Church Lunch  
Our recent Silver Survey indicated a good amount of interest in a 
monthly church lunch being held on a weekday.  We would like to 
gather a small group of people together who would like to help make 
this happen.  If you would like to get involved, please contact Jane on 
434686 or jane@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 
 
 

Mark’s Rainbows  
We are looking for someone to help with Rainbows on Tuesdays, 
4.45 to 5.45. You do not have to go into uniform; just be there to help 
(but we would be pleased to have another leader) and you can do as 
little or as much as you would like.  To find out more, please contact 
Val Chamberlain. 
 
Events at St Mark’s in February: 
 

Thursday Group Meeting on 6 February, 8pm in the hall 
The group’s next meeting will be a talk on ‘The Rescue and 
Preservation of Hedgehogs’.  A new centre attached to Shepreth 
Animal Park has been opened and the speaker is involved with its 
hedgehog preservation work.  All visitors, men and women, are 
welcome.  Please come along and support this important work.  
Visitors £3 including refreshments.    Val Conetta  
 
‘A Christian View of Mormonism’ - Talk by Steve Livings on 
Sunday 9 February, 7.30pm in the Church Hall  
Born and raised in the Mormon (LDS) church, Steve left the faith at St 
the age of 19-20 after discovering that a different Jesus existed in the 
Mormon Church compared to the one found in the Bible. He has 
always maintained an interest in the differences between traditional 
Christianity and Mormonism, and in the last year has become a 
regular contributor to www.mormonisminvestigated.co.uk whose aim 
is to look at current Mormon teachings in the light of the Bible. Steve 
will be presenting some of the key teachings of Mormonism and 
demonstrating why the LDS faith is not recognised as part of 'the 
Body of Christ' by the mainstream churches. 
 
Wind Chamber Concert on Sunday 23 February at 7.30pm 
This concert, arranged by James Mainwaring, will be an interesting 
and varied evening of wind chamber music, including works by 
Joachim Raff and Carl Orff.  The concert will be performed by 
professional musicians who have played in the London Philharmonic, 
BBC Concert, BBC Welsh and BBC Philharmonic Orchestras and in 
the West End.  Tickets, £10 (£8 concessions), are available in 
church from James Mainwaring or from Jane Mainwaring (tel: 
434686 or jane@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk). 
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Lent 2014 
Churches Together in Hitchin is organising Lent Groups using a 
successful study guide produced by Churches Together in Kew 
entitled Encounters with Jesus.  The series will begin with a 
presentation of the guide by the authors, Barbara Wood and Claudine 
McCreadie, on Thursday 13 March, 7.30pm at St Mark's.  The Lent 
Groups will then run for the next four weeks beginning Sunday 16 
March, up to Friday 11 April, leaving Holy Week for individual church 
services.  We will soon be inviting people to be hosts and leaders for 
groups.  You may like to get the dates into your church and personal 
diaries now.  Further information from Helen Richardson on 01462 
435595 or helenwrich@btinternet.com 
 
St Mark's Summer Fayre  
This year, we are holding a Summer Fayre on the old Market Place 
on 19 July from 10am to 3pm.  We have booked the whole Market 
Place!  To share the workload, we'd be very grateful if different 
groups from church or groups of individuals would be willing to 
organise and run a stall.  Suggested stalls are: 
 

1  Cake Stall (Thursday Group have already offered to organise 
 and run this stall) 

2 Books and Plants 
3   Chocolate and Cuddly Toy Tombola 
4   Bottle and General Tombola 
5   Good quality Bric-a-Brac and Toys 
6   Gifts and Crafts 
7   Games and Face Painting 
 

If a group you're involved with, or you as an individual, would be 
willing to organise and run one of the above stalls, please let Linda 
Sandy know by Sunday, 9 March.  If you have any other ideas for a 
stall you'd like to organise and run, again, please let Linda know. 
 

If you feel unable to help organise and run a stall but would like to 
contribute in some way, there will be opportunities nearer the time to 
donate items to various stalls. 
 

We look forward to a Summer Fayre which will be a fun day for 
everyone and that everybody can be involved with. 
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