
Offers of help with Summer Fayre needed by 9 March 
We have booked the Market Place for the day on 19 July and need 
lots of help to make our Summer Fayre a success.  If you as an 
individual, or with a group to which you belong, would be willing to 
help organise and run a stall, please contact Linda Sandy by next 
Sunday.   
 

Some suggested stalls:   
o Chocolate and Cuddly Toy Tombola  
o Bottle and General Tombola   
o Good quality Bric-a-Brac and Toys   
o Plants   
o Gifts and Crafts   
o Games and Face Painting   

 

Ideas for other stalls also welcome. 
 

Notice Sheet  
Please send notices for inclusion in this weekly sheet by 7pm 
Wednesday to deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring Deirdre on 
456184. 
 
   

   St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers. 
   If you are new here, please complete and detach this slip and  
   give it to a warden or a sidesperson.  
    

   Name   ………………………………………………................. 

   Address ................................................................................ 

   Tel.No. ................................................................................. 

 Email address (if applicable) 

................................................................................................... 

 

How to contact us 

While a few telephone numbers of church members may be included 
in this web version of the notice sheet, most contact details for events 
are published only in the hard copy, available in church.  If you have 
no access to this, please contact Deirdre Parr, one of the 
churchwardens, on 01462 456184 or e-mail deirdre.parr@stmarks-
hitchin.org.uk 

St Mark’s Church 

  Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 
 

2nd March 2014 

Sunday next before Lent 
 

Readings for today 
 

 

Exodus 24:12-18  

2 Peter 1:16-21  

Matthew 17:1-9  
 

: to be read in church 
 

Services and events today 
 

  8.00am Holy Communion (p29 in folder) 

10.00am Holy Communion (p15 in folder)  
We welcome Paul Harris, PHASE 
Schools’ Worker, as our preacher today 

  7.30pm  Sunday Social at The Angel’s Reply 
 

For prayer: 

We pray for the many thousands of people in our country still 

suffering from the effects of flooding but no longer at the 

forefront of our consciousness.  May they have hope that their 

lives will eventually return to normal and may all those with the 

power and resources to help them be given courage and 

stamina to do so. 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

If you wish to receive this notice sheet via email in future, 
please send an email to deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 
 

website: www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
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Hymns for 10.00am 

 
 

    4 AMNS Christ, whose glory fills the skies 

318 AMNS ‘Tis good, Lord, to be here 

145 AMNS Come ye faithful, raise the anthem 

  33 SF Spirit of God, unseen as the wind 

  12 MP All hail the Lamb 
                                        

Diary for the week 
 
 

Wed 5 March 9.15am 

7.00pm 

8.00pm 

Ash Wednesday Holy Communion (said) 

Choir practice 

Ash Wednesday Holy Communion with 
hymns 

Thur 6 March  10.00am Holy Communion at Westmill Lawns 

Fri 7 March 9.30am 

11.45am 

Little Lions 

Funeral Service 
 

 

 

Next Sunday, 9 March – First Sunday of Lent 

 

  8.00am Holy Communion 

10.00am Holy Communion 
 

 

 

Notices 
 

 
 

Wind Chamber Concert  
Thank you to everyone who supported the concert last Sunday 
evening.  Just over £900 was raised which has been split between St 
Mark's Centenary Fund and Leonard Cheshire Homes. 
 

Sixth Form Concert at St Mark’s, 7.30pm on 23 March  
Once again, St Mark’s will be providing the venue for final year music 
students from the three Hitchin secondary schools to perform their 
examination pieces.  Further details and tickets available next 
Sunday. 
 

Cake stall in the Market Place on Saturday, 22 March 
We shall be having another bumper cake stall on 22 March from 
8.30am until we sell out.  We would welcome contributions of cakes 
or, if you’re not a cake-maker, money to buy ingredients.  More 
information to follow.        Judy Page  
 
 

Annual General Meeting 23 March, 11.30am 
Our Annual General Meeting is fast approaching and, in preparation 
for it, there are sheets at the back of church asking for nominations 
for people to serve on the District Church Council for the next three 
years, for Churchwardens and for various other roles.  Please do take 
a look and consider whether you might be able to fill one of the roles.  
Reports and the church accounts will be available in church from 9 
March. 
 

AGM Lunch 
Following the AGM on 23 March, we would like to invite you to join us 
for a hot lunch at 12.30pm in the hall.  There will be a small charge for 
the lunch and if people need lifts home at the end of it, that can easily 
be arranged.  If you would like to join us, please sign the list on the 
welcomers’ table at the back of church. 
 

Electoral Roll 
The Electoral Roll is our church membership list.  We encourage 
everyone who considers themselves a member of our church family 
to be on the electoral roll.  Being on the roll doesn't commit you to 
anything; it is just a way of saying that you are part of our church 
family.  If you would like to be on the electoral roll, please pick a form 
up from church or talk to Jane. 
 

Confirmation Groups starting in March 
Confirmation is a point in a person’s faith journey when they publicly 
declare, with others, that they wish to try to follow the Christian faith. 
The service itself is conducted by a bishop and, during the service, he 
prays for the Holy Spirit to come upon each person being confirmed. 
If you are new to the Christian faith, or if you want to explore it further 
with the possible outcome being that you choose to be confirmed, 
then why not join one of our confirmation groups?  We are running 
two groups across the Team in the lead-up to the Confirmation 
Service on 30 June.  For adults, a group run by Jane Mainwaring 
and Ian Todd will meet at The Vicarage, St Anne's Road on 
Tuesday evenings starting on 11 March.  For young people, a 
group run by Michael Roden will meet at St Mary's church at 
5.30pm on Friday evenings starting on 21 March.  If you would like 
more details or would like to come along and join in, please talk to 
Jane.  By joining one of the groups you are not committing yourself to 
being confirmed.  If you would like to explore confirmation but will be 
unable to make the groups then, please, still talk to Jane. 
 



Ash Wednesday lunch, 12.30pm at Wymondley Baptist Church 
The Churches Together in Hitchin Ash Wednesday lunch will be on 5 
March in Little Wymondley.  See the church website for a map: 
http://www.wymondleybaptist.org.uk/ or contact Helen Richardson on 
01462 435595 to know more. 
 

St Mark's Lent Appeal 2014 - Syrian refugees 
Each year, St Mark's organises a Lent Appeal, an opportunity for 
each of us to observe the season by self-denial and generosity to 
others.  This year, the proceeds will go to Syrian refugees via 
Christian Aid's Syria Crisis Appeal.  Over six million people have been 
displaced as a result of the fighting, some housed in camps within 
Syria itself, others in Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey, Iraq and Egypt.  Their 
plight is desperate and, as peace talks appear to be going nowhere, 
they are unlikely to return home for some time.  Among them are 
many women and children, often without fathers, and they also 
include members of the historic Christian community who have 
experienced not just the effects of civil war but also persecution 
because of their faith.  Funds are urgently needed for food, shelter 
and medical care.  Next Sunday, appeal envelopes, together with 
more information about the crisis, will be distributed.  Thanks in 
advance for your support.  
 

Sign up for Lent 
A number of people have kindly offered to host and lead house and 
church groups for 4 weeks of Lent.  A sign-up sheet is now in church 
for you to join one.  The groups cover the weeks from Monday 17 
March to Friday 11 April.  This is a good opportunity to meet people 
from other churches and talk about our Christian faith. The booklet 
being used this year is Encounters with Jesus, based on Luke's 
gospel.  Do ensure you note the address and phone number of the 
person whose group you have signed up for and, please, put your 
contact phone number next to your name.  Further information from 
Helen Richardson 01462 435595 or helenwrich@btinternet.com 
 

Lent Meeting: Thursday 13 March 7.30pm at St Mark's  
You are invited to a presentation given by the authors of the above 
Lent Booklet.  Barbara Wood and Claudine McCreadie will tell us 
about the booklet and how they used it in Churches Together in Kew. 
Refreshments will be served from 7pm by St Mark's children's club 
Group with No Name!! Further information from Helen Richardson 
01462 435595 or helenwrich@btinternet.com 
 

Women's World Day of Prayer: Fri 7 March, 1.45pm at St Mary's 
This year the service has been written by women in Egypt and our 
speaker is from The Coptic Orthodox Church.  This service is for men 
as well as women - ALL welcome! Refreshments follow. 
 
Appeal for Wellies and Waterproofs  
We have recently started a Beaver Colony and a Cub Pack which 
meet at Oughton School.  We are looking for wellies and waterproofs 
for the group so that we can take the Beavers and Cubs on outdoor 
adventures. If you have any old wellies or waterproofs that your 
children have outgrown which you could donate to the group, please 
bring them to church and the group will collect them from here. If you 
have any questions, please contact Pippa at 
dcs.hitchinscouts@gmail.com 

Pippa Lally (District Commissioner Hitchin Scouts) 
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