
Churches Together in Hitchin Council 
The next meeting of the Churches Together in Hitchin (CTH) Council is 
on Wednesday 21 May, 8pm at St Mark's - tea/coffee from 7.30pm. 
There will be some CTH business in the first part of the meeting then 
the second part, from 8.30/8.40pm (depending on how much we 
talk!), will continue the conversation on Pentecostalism we started at 
our last Council.  This time, we shall think in practical terms about 
how the Pentecostal churches in Hitchin work, worship and witness 
and then ask ourselves how these churches and churches of the 
other traditions in the town can work more effectively together.  All 
are welcome - more information from John Richardson on 435595.  
 

Notice sheets in May 
Please note that there will be no notice sheet on 25 May.  If you 
would like to have a notice included in the notice sheet on 1 June, 
please send it to deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring me on 
456184 by 7pm on Thursday 29 May.    Deirdre Parr 
 

 

   St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers. 
   If you are new here, please complete and detach this slip and  
   give it to a warden or a sidesperson.  
    

   Name   ………………………………………………................. 

   Address ................................................................................ 

   Tel.No. ................................................................................. 

 Email address (if applicable) 

................................................................................................... 

 

How to contact us 

While a few telephone numbers of church members may be included 
in this web version of the notice sheet, most contact details for events 
are published only in the hard copy, available in church.  If you have 
no access to this, please contact Deirdre Parr, on 01462 456184 or e-
mail deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

St Mark’s Church 

  Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 
 

18th May 2014 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

Readings for today 
 

 

Acts 7:55-60  

1 Peter 2:2-10  

John 14:1-14  
 

: to be read in church 
 

Services today 
 

  8.00am Holy Communion (p29 in folder) 

10.00am Family Service (p5 in folder) 

11.15am Holy Communion (p29 in folder) 

  2.00pm Baptism Service 

  3.00pm Wedding Rehearsal 
 

For prayer: 
 

We ask for your blessing on our uniformed groups, especially 
the 5th Hitchin Scouts who are at camp in Bromham this 
weekend. 
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

If you wish to receive this notice sheet via email in future, 
please send an email to deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

website: www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
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Hymns for 10.00am on 18 May 
 

  91 JP Lord of the dance 

  94 JP If I were a butterfly 

    4 SF To be in your presence 

  17 SF In Christ alone my hope is found 

472 JP The Spirit lives to set us free 
 

Diary for the week 
 

Tues 20 May 7.30pm Confirmation Group 

Wed 21 May 9.15am 

8.00pm 

Morning Prayer  

CTH Council meets in St Mark’s 

Thur 22 May 6.30pm Group With No Name 

Fri 23 May 12.30pm 

4.00pm 

St Mark’s Friday Lunch 

Wedding  
 

Next Sunday, 25 May – Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

  8.00am Holy Communion 

10.00am Holy Communion 

  2.00pm Baptism Service 
 

 
 
 

 
Readings for 25 May 

 

Acts 17:22-31  

1 Peter 3:13-22  

John 14:15-21  
 
 

Hymns for 10.00am on 25 May 
 

106 AMNS Lord of beauty, thine the splendour 

156 AMNS Come down, O Love Divine 

336 AMNS All my hope on God is founded 

    7 SF All heaven declares 

199 AMNS Immortal, invisible, God only wise 
 

 
 

Notices 

 
St Mark's Friday Lunch 
Our next Friday Lunch is on Friday 23rd at 12.30pm.  Everyone is very 
welcome to join us.  It would be helpful to know if you intend to 
come so please sign the sheet in church this Sunday or let Jane know 
(434686). 
 
Lent Appeal 2014 
A total of £1320 was contributed to the St Mark's Lent Appeal for 
Syrian refugees.  This is a magnificent total, yet another sign of the 
generosity of this congregation towards people in need.  It will be 
sent to Christian Aid for use by churches in Syria to bring relief and 
hope to those living in the most appalling circumstances.  It will go 
with our prayers that the conflict will come to an end and people will 
one day return to their homes and live in peace.  Many, many thanks 
to all who contributed.  
 
Exploring Christianity over Croissants and Coffee 
We are considering organising a Saturday morning opportunity to 
explore the basics of Christianity.  This would be held in church and 
would be open to anyone who would like to come along, from those 
who would like to explore the basics of Christianity for the first time, 
to those who would like an opportunity to re-visit the basics.  The 
proposed time would be 10-11am on a Saturday morning, possibly 
twice a month.  Coffee and croissants would be provided and, if 
required, a crèche in the hall.  If there is enough interest, we would 
be looking to start this in September.  Please let us know if this is 
something that would interest you so we can plan.  If you would like 
an opportunity to explore the basics of Christianity but wouldn't be 
able to make a Saturday morning, please do let us know so that we 
can try and arrange an alternative time.  Either speak to Andrew (tel: 
456184), John (tel: 435595) or Jane (tel: 434686 or email: 

jane@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk) 
 
New Internationalist - May edition now available to borrow from the 
mission table.   
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Christian Aid Week 11-19 May 
The house to house collection is the biggest ecumenical event in 
Britain!  A box with Christian Aid envelopes is on the mission table at 
the back of church to allow you to donate if your street didn't get a 
collection or you have been missed. 
 

Thursday Group meeting: 5 June 7.45 for 8pm in the church hall  
The meeting will take the form of a fundraising talk in support of 
Keech Cottage Hospice.  All are welcome.  Visitors £3 (includes 
refreshments).  For more information contact Val Conetta. 
 
Summer Fayre Saturday, 19 July 10am-3pm in the Market Place 
We are beginning to gear up for our Summer Fayre on 19 July.  The 
stalls being run are: cakes; books and plants; chocolate and cuddly 
toy tombola; bottle and general tombola; good quality bric-a-brac; 
toys and children's books.  A box is now available at the back of 
church for contributions towards these stalls - no cakes or plants at 
this stage, please!  While a number of the stalls are being run by 
groups, several are being run by individuals who would love some 
extra pairs of hands on the day.  Therefore, there is also a signing-up 
list at the back of church for anyone able to offer an hour on 19 July 
to help with a stall.  Thank you in advance for your contributions and 
your help. 
 
CTH Party in the Market Place: 8 June, 12noon-4.00pm 
We are joining the other churches in Hitchin for a big Pentecost 
celebration party in the Old Market Place on 8 June.  Each church will 
run a stall and we are suggesting that we run a biscuit-decorating 
activity.  As It will be Pentecost, we thought it would be fun to have 
flame shaped biscuits to decorate!  Therefore, we are looking for 
some volunteer bakers to make some flame-shaped biscuits and also 
some people to be on our stall for an hour on 8 June to be a 
welcoming face of St Mark's and to help people decorate the biscuits.  
Offers for either of these things would be gratefully received.  Please 
sign the sheet at the back of church to indicate how you'd like to get 
involved. 
 

Celebrate 100 
The Diocese of St Albans, in its current formation, is 100 years old this 
year.  To celebrate this anniversary, there is going to be a big day of 
celebration on Monday, 25 August at The College Equestrian Centre 
at Keysoe, north of Bedford.  Please put this date in your diary.  There 
is something planned for everyone and it looks like it will be a really 
good day out for all ages, ending with a celebration Eucharist.  There 
are leaflets at the back of church with more details and watch out for 
more details in the notice sheet.  You can find out more of what's 
planned for the day by going to 
www.stalbans.anglican.org/diocese/what-s-on 
 

Quiet Day at St Mary's, Pirton: Saturday 14 June, 10am to 3pm 
Further details to follow. 
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