
Churches Together in Hitchin Council on Monday 9 February at 8pm 
The next Council meeting of Churches Together in Hitchin will take 
place at the Society of Friends Meeting House on the corner of 
Bedford Road and Brand Street - tea/coffee from 7.30pm. 
The meeting will begin with a celebration of the fact that the 
organisation (formerly Hitchin Council of Churches) had its first 
meeting in February 1965 and is, therefore, 50 years old.  We will 
recall what happened at that time and we hope that some who were 
involved then will be present to share their experiences.  There will 
be some items of business then the last part will be led by the Rev 
John Hardaker, the new Chair of Churches Together in Hitchin on the 
theme ‘Whole-life discipleship’.  All are welcome at the meeting.  For 
more information, contact John Richardson on 01462 435595. 
 

PHASE - Hitchin Churches Schools Worker Trust 
The latest prayer guide which covers PHASE’s activities during 
January and February is available from the mission table at the back 
of church.  
 

Notice sheet for 1 February 
If you would like to have a notice included in next week’s sheet, 
please send your item by 7pm on Wednesday, 28 January to 
jennifercmcquaid@gmail.com or ring Jeni on 07773 784736 
 

 

 

St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers. 
If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane, our Vicar, or 
Jeni, our Curate, who will be at the back of the church at the end 
of the service.      

 

How to contact us 

While a few telephone numbers of church members may be included 
in this web version of the notice sheet, most contact details for 
events are published only in the hard copy, available in church.  If 
you have no access to this, please contact Deirdre Parr on 01462 
456184 or e-mail deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 St Mark’s Church 

  Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

25 January 2015 
 Third Sunday of Epiphany 

 

Services today 
 

  8.00am Holy Communion (p29 in folder) 

10.00am Holy Communion (p15 in folder)  We welcome 
Revd John Hardaker of Christchurch as our 
preacher at this service 

  6.30pm Taizé Service to mark the end of the Week of 
prayer for Christian Unity 

 
Please remember in your prayers those whose names are  
listed in the Prayer Request book in church 

 

 

 

Churches Together in Hitchin Prayer Link 
Please pray for: the ministerial exchanges this morning and 
tonight's united Taizé service here; PHASE as the Forum 
meets next Saturday to pray and plan activities for children 
and young people; Walsworth Road Baptist Church as they 
launch their Messy Church venture next Saturday. 

 

        PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

If you would like to receive this notice sheet via email in future, 
please email deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

 

website: www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
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     Readings for today 

Genesis 14:17-20 

Revelation 19:6-10 

John 2:1-11 
 
 

 

Hymns for 10.00am 
 

139 AMNS Rejoice! The Lord is King 

473 AMNS I come with joy to meet my Lord 

263 SF Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour 

205 MP Alleluia, for the Lord our God 

796 MP You shall go out with joy 
 
 

Diary for the week beginning Monday 26 January 
 

Mon 26 2.30pm Prayer Group meets at 221 Bedford Road 

Tue 27 7.15pm Pastoral and Bereavement Groups meet 

Wed 28 9.15am Morning Prayer 

No choir practice this week 
 
 

Next Sunday, 1 February – Fourth Sunday of Epiphany  
 

  8.00am Holy Communion 

10.00am Holy Communion 

  8.00pm Sunday Social at The Angels 
 

 

Notices 
 

 

 

Choir Practice 
There will be no practice this week.  Choir practice will resume on 
Wednesday, 4 February at 7pm. 
 

Prayer Tree 
During our 10am service today, all the leaves on the Prayer Tree will 
be brought up during the offertory and offered to God.  If you have 
added a prayer to the tree and you would like us to continue to pray 
after this Sunday then feel very free to write a new leaf and add it to 
the Prayer Tree for the next month. 

Prayer Group 
All are welcome to join this small group which meets in members’ 
homes roughly fortnightly – see Diary for the week for details of this 
week’s meeting.  For further information about the group, please 
contact Clare Redd. 
 

Social Events at St Mark's 
We would like to plan 2 or 3 social events for this current year but 
would like to hear from everyone as to what sort of event we should 
be planning.  Over the next couple of weeks there will be a flip chart 
at the back of church with some suggestions listed.  Please tick any of 
the suggestions that you would support and come along to.  There 
will also be space for you to add any other suggestions you might 
have.  Please take a few moments to help us plan. 
 

Taxi  
To enable less mobile members of our church family to attend 
services a ‘taxi’ rota of volunteers is in place.  It works out at about 
once every five weeks per driver.  Almost all those needing a lift are 
in streets not far from St Mark's and not everyone needs a lift every 
week.  If a date is unsuitable for a volunteer then swapping dates 
with each other is the norm.  If you could carry out this ministry, or 
would like to know more, please contact Helen Richardson 435595; 
07880 682681; helenwrich@btinternet.com 
 

Many thanks to Roy Dixon who has been a taxi volunteer for many 
years, enabling numerous people to attend our services and is now 
handing in his car keys!   
 

Annual General Meeting 
Our AGM will take place on Sunday, 22 March following the 10am 
service.  At this meeting, we will be electing people to serve our 
church family in various capacities over the next year.  We have 
vacancies for four people to serve a three year term on the District 
Church Council and also one vacancy for a Deanery Synod Rep for the 
next two years.  Please think and pray about whether either of these 
roles would be a way for you to contribute to our church life.  Feel 
free to talk to Jane about what either role entails. 
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Which way now for St Mark’s? 
As a church family, we need to pray about and ponder the direction 
God wants St Mark’s to take in the next few years.  To help in this 
process, we shall be holding an ‘Awayday’ (or more accurately an 
away morning!) on Saturday, 25 April from 9.30am to 1pm.  We 
would love as many members of our congregation as possible to 
come along and help to discern God’s plan for us.  Please put the 
date in your diary now and join in this exciting task.  

Thursday Group meeting on 5 Feb at 7.45 for 8pm start in the hall 
Andy Gibbs, manager of The British School in Queen Street, will give a 
talk on the school.  All are welcome to come along and hear about 
the history behind the building and the future plans to preserve it 
and expand the programmes of interest to the public.  Visitors £3 
which includes refreshments.  For further information please contact 
Val Conetta.  
 
‘Caring for God’s Earth - Growing Sustainable Communities’ 
Conference at St Albans Cathedral on Saturday 25 April  
North Herts Inter-Faith Forum is hoping to organise a local Inter-Faith 
group to attend this Conference.  Austin Smith would be glad to 
know of any members of St Mark’s who might like to go.  Please let 
him on 01462-437433 or at ajdsmith@waitrose.com before 4 Feb. 
February.  The full programme for the conference is available at 
http://www.stalbans.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Caring-

Leaflet-FINAL-CB-HH-151014.pdf  
 
St Faith's Pantomime, ‘Robin Hood’, on 20 and 21 February 
As usual, St Faith’s Church pantomime offers fun and family 
entertainment for all ages.  There will be lots of songs, all the thrills 
of the stage, just the occasional bit of ad-libbing, all mixed together 
with lots of active audience participation making for a magical and 
not-to-be-forgotten experience.  Performances are at 7pm on Friday 
20th, 2.30pm and 7pm on Saturday 21st.  Tickets are available from 
the box office now on 01462 451015 and cost £7 per adult and £4 for 
children (under 12).  To avoid disappointment, early booking is 
recommended. 
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