
Phoenix Cards 
Phoenix Cards catalogues and samples are at the back of church 
today.  Any orders need to be back to Jane or me (or sent directly to 
Jane Ingleby) by 20 Feb.  As previously, 10% of total of sales is given 
back to the church.  We raised £46 in September, so well done and 

happy browsing!       Deena Jenkins 
 

Wool and buttons needed for Sue Andrews Trust and Emily’s Star 

Eileen Duckett is collecting the above to help raise money for these 

charities.  Contributions can be left in the labelled carrier bag at the 

back of church. 

 

 

Please send notices for inclusion in this weekly sheet by 7pm Wed to 
deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring Deirdre on 01462 
456184 
 

 

 

St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers. 
If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane, our Vicar, or 
Jeni, our Curate, who will be at the back of the church at the end 
of the service.      

 
How to contact us 

While a few telephone numbers of church members may be included 
in this web version of the notice sheet, most contact details for 
events are published only in the hard copy, available in church.  If 
you have no access to this, please contact Deirdre Parr on 01462 
456184 or e-mail deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 
 

 St Mark’s Church 

  Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 

15 February 2015 
 

Sunday next before Lent 
 

Services today 
 

  8.00am Holy Communion (p29 in folder) 

10.00am Family Service (p5 in folder) 

11.15am Holy Communion (p29 in folder) 

 

For prayer: 
 

We pray that we may use the season of Lent, beginning this 
week, to strengthen our devotion to Christ and our 
generosity to those in need.  

 

 

Churches Together in Hitchin Prayer Link 
PHASE ask for our prayers for the Forum's one day holiday 

club, Time Trek, taking place this coming Tuesday at Hitchin 

Christian Centre.  We also pray for the Ash Wednesday lunch 

for Christian Aid being held at Christchurch this week. 

 

        PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 
 

If you would like to receive this notice sheet via email in future, 
please email deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

 
 

website: www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
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     Readings for today 
 

2 Kings 2:1-12 

2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

Mark 9:2-9 

 
 

Hymns for 10.00am 
 

459 AMNS Give me joy in my heart 

  24 SF We are marching in the light of God 

  67 JP Hallelu, hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah 

Song sheet Here I am to worship 

258 JP This little light of mine 
 
 

Diary for the week beginning Monday 16 February 
 

Wed 18 9.15am 
8.00pm 

Ash Wednesday Communion (said) 
Ash Wednesday Communion (with homily and 
hymns) 
 

Thur 19 7.30pm Fellowship Group meets at 52 Bessemer Close 

Fri 20 9.30am Little Lions 

Sat 21 9.45am Exploring Christianity Group 

 

Next Sunday, 22 February – First Sunday of Lent  
 

  8.00am Holy Communion  

10.00am Holy Communion  
 

 
Notices 

 

Choir practice 

There will be no practice this week.  Choir practice will resume on 25 

February. 

 

Monthly Food Bank collection next Sunday, 22 February 

The Food Bank would be grateful for the following items: instant 

potato; 250g jars of instant coffee; tinned fish; 250g or 1kg packets of 

sugar; shampoo; shower gel; deodorant; size 4/5 nappies; strong 

carrier bags.  Please do not donate the following at the moment: 

pasta or pasta sauces; baked beans; soups; cereals; biscuits; sweets. 

They plan to update their ‘shopping list’ regularly on the website 

http://letchworth.foodbank.org.uk/resources/documents/Our%20wo

rk/FOOD-List-2015.pdf  A copy is on the notice board in church.  

Thank you for your continued and generous support. 

 

Cleaners needed urgently! 

Our church and hall are kept clean by a team of volunteer cleaners 

who work in pairs on a rota basis.  Three cleaners have had to resign 

from the rota so we urgently need replacements.  Please think about 

whether this is a contribution you could make to the life of the 

church.  With a full team, the commitment is just 2 to 3 hours every 9 

weeks.  For further information or to offer your services, please 

contact Louise Wills.  

 

Cake Stall in the Market Place: Saturday 14 March 

Our next cake stall in the Market Place is just 3 weeks away.  Previous 

stalls have been very ably organised by Judy Page and Joy Hukin who 

are both unable to help this time.  Therefore, arrangements are 

slightly different.  If you are able to bake some cakes to sell (big cakes 

always go well) they can either be brought to the Market Place from 

8.15am on 14 March or can be delivered to the Vicarage up until 9pm 

on Friday 13th.  If you need cakes to be collected, please call Jane on 

434686.  We need people to help set up the stall at 8.15am on the 

Saturday morning and to serve on the stall up to 12noon.  If you are 

able to help at all on the day, please sign the list at the back of 

church, indicating the time slot when you would be able to help. 
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St Mark’s AGM: Sunday 22 March following the 10am service 

At this meeting, we will be electing people to serve our church family 

in various capacities over the next year.  We have vacancies for 4 

people to serve a 3 year term on the District Church Council and also 

one vacancy for a Deanery Synod Rep for the next 2 years.  Please 

think and pray about whether either of these roles would be a way 

for you to contribute to our church life.  Feel free to talk to Jane 

about what either role entails. 

 

Which way now for St Mark’s? 

As a church family, we need to pray about and ponder the direction 

God wants St Mark’s to take in the next few years.  To help in this 

process, we shall be holding an ‘Awayday’ (or more accurately an 

away morning!) on Saturday, 25 April from 9.30am to 1pm.  We 

would love as many members of our congregation as possible to 

come along and help to discern God’s plan for us.  Please put the 

date in your diary now and join in this exciting task.  

 

CTH Lent Groups starting in week beginning 23 February 

The following St Mark’s groups will be meeting weekly throughout 

Lent: Mondays at 7.30pm at Helen and John Richardson’s home, 97 

Grove Road; Tuesdays at 8pm at Spencer and Marie Polley’s home, 

16 Wilbury Way; Thursdays at 7.30pm at Deirdre and Andrew Parr’s 

home, 172 Old Hale Way.  We are delighted that our usual fellowship 

groups will be joined at these meetings by people from other 

churches in Hitchin.  We will be following a York course entitled 

Praise Him: Songs of Praise from the New Testament written by 

Paula Gooder.  For further information please contact Helen 

Richardson: helenwrich@btinternet.com 01462 435595 or 07880 

682681. 

 

 

Friday Daytime Fellowship Group 

This group will also be following the Lent course starting on 27 

February but will be meeting fortnightly.  For further information 

about the group, contact Jeni at jennifercmcquaid@gmail.com  Jeni 

would also love to hear from anyone who would be able to come along 

to help look after little ones at the sessions. 

 

Fairtrade Stall on Sunday 1 March following the 10am service 

Products from the Traidcraft company will be available to purchase.  

The sales of these goods ensures that their producers receive a wage 

which helps them live with dignity.  It gives us an opportunity as 

Christians to purchase thoughtfully to lift people from poverty. 

 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 

The service is being held this year in Hitchin Christian Centre at 1.30pm 

on Friday 6 March.  The material for the day has been prepared by 

Christian women in the Bahamas.  All are welcome to join in this 

service of praise and prayer celebrated worldwide.  Refreshments will 

be served afterwards. 

 

Easter Pilgrimage to St Albans Abbey 

There is a tradition of parishes walking from all over the diocese to St 

Albans Abbey on Easter Monday, culminating in a big service at the 

Abbey.  From Hitchin this is about a 17 mile walk.  In the past there 

have been organised groups from our parish who have walked 

together. The idea of getting a group together from the parish is being 

explored for this year.  If you would be interested in joining in with this 

walk please let Jane know (01462 434686 or jane@stmarks-

hitchin.org.uk ) 
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