
Fairtrade Stall on Sunday 1 March following the 10am service 
Products from the Traidcraft company will be available to purchase.  
The sale of these goods ensures that their producers receive a wage 
which helps them live with dignity.  It gives us an opportunity as 
Christians to purchase thoughtfully to lift people from poverty. 
 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 
The service is being held this year in Hitchin Christian Centre at 
1.30pm on Friday 6 March.  The material for the day has been 
prepared by Christian women in the Bahamas.  All are welcome to 
join in this service of praise and prayer celebrated worldwide.  
Refreshments will be served afterwards. 
 

 

 

 

Please send notices for inclusion in this weekly sheet by 7pm Wed to 
deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring Deirdre on 456184 
 

 

 

St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers. 
If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane, our Vicar, or 
Jeni, our Curate, who will be at the back of the church at the end 
of the service.      

 
How to contact us 

While a few telephone numbers of church members may be included 
in this web version of the notice sheet, most contact details for 
events are published only in the hard copy, available in church.  If 
you have no access to this, please contact Deirdre Parr on 01462 
456184 or e-mail deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 
 

 

 St Mark’s Church 

  Hitchin   
 

A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 
 

22 February 2015 
First Sunday of Lent 

 

Services today 
 

  8.00am Holy Communion (p59 in folder) 

10.00am Holy Communion (p59 in folder)  

 
Please remember in your prayers those named on the Prayer 
Tree and in our Prayer Request book  

 

 
Churches Together in Hitchin Prayer Link 
We pray for the Churches Together in Hitchin Lent study 
groups starting this week; may they be occasions for learning 
more both about our Christian faith and about one another.   

 
 

        PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 
 
 

If you would like to receive this notice sheet via email in future, 
please email deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

 
 
 

website: www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
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Readings for today 

Genesis 9:8-17 

1 Peter 3: 18-22 

Mark 1:9-15 
 
 
 

 

Hymns for 10.00am 
 

  27 AMNS On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 

238 AMNS Blest are the pure in heart 

  56 AMNS Forty days and forty nights 

  23 SF As the deer 

123 AMNS Jesu, lover of my soul  
 

 
 

Diary for the week beginning Monday 23 February 
 

Mon 23 7.30pm Lent Group at 97 Grove Road 

Tue 24 8.00pm 

8.00pm 

DCC meets in church 
Lent Group meets at 16 Wilbury Way 

Wed 25 9.15am 

7.00pm 

8.15pm 

Morning Prayer 

Choir Practice 

Worship Committee meets at the Vicarage 

Thur 26 6.30pm 

7.45pm 

7.30pm 

Group With No Name 

2Confused 

Lent Group meets at 172 Old Hale Way 

Fri 27 9.30am 

12.30pm 

Lent Group meets at 22 Passingham Avenue 

Church lunch 
 
 
 

Next Sunday, 1 March – Second Sunday of Lent  
 

  8.00am Holy Communion 

10.00am Holy Communion 

  8.00pm Sunday Social at The Angels 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Confirmation 
Confirmation is an opportunity for adults and young people of 
secondary school age to make a public commitment to try to follow 
the Christian faith.  A confirmation service will take place in Hitchin 
on Sunday 14 June at 6.30pm.  This is when the Bishop comes and 
'confirms' people and prays for them.  If you have not been 
confirmed and would like to explore what this would involve, please 
talk to Jane (01462 434686 or jane@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 
St Mark's Away Morning: Saturday 25 April 9.30am-12noon 
We hope that you're able to join us on 25 April as we consider 
together where we feel God is leading St Mark's.  The morning will 
take place at Walsworth Road Baptist church.  We will aim to finish 
around noon and then you'd be very welcome to come back to The 
Angel's to share lunch together.  To enable as many people to join us 
as possible on this morning we are planning to provide crèche 
facilities and can also offer lifts.  We're now at a point of needing to 
know who is coming so that we can plan in more detail.  From this 
Sunday, there will be a list in church to sign, including columns to 
indicate whether you will need crèche facilities, a lift and whether 
you intend to join us for lunch at The Angels.  Alternatively, you can 
email Jane at jane@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk with the information.  
Please let us know by Easter Sunday (5 April) if you intend to come, 
particularly if you intend to join us for lunch.  Menu and prices for 
food at The Angels can be found on their website 
www.mcmullens.co.uk/angels  We look forward to having your 
company on this important morning together and hope children and 
young people will also feel very welcome as we regard it as important 
to hear their voices alongside the adult ones. 
 
St Mark’s AGM: Sunday, 22 March following the 10am service 
Please think and pray about whether you could be one of the people 
whom we will be electing at this meeting to serve our church family 
in various capacities over the next year.  We have vacancies for 4 
people to serve a 3 year term on the District Church Council and also 
1 vacancy for a Deanery Synod Rep for the next 2 years.  Do feel free 
to talk to Jane about what either role entails. 
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CTH Lent Groups starting in week beginning 23 February 
During Lent, 18 study groups will be meeting across the town with 
people from different churches meeting together.  St Mark’s regular 
evening fellowship groups will be meeting weekly throughout this 
period as follows: Mondays at 7.30pm at Helen and John 
Richardson’s home, 97 Grove Road; Tuesdays at 8pm at Spencer and 
Marie Polley’s home, 16 Wilbury Way; Thursdays at 7.30pm at 
Deirdre and Andrew Parr’s home, 172 Old Hale Way.  We are 
delighted that our usual fellowship groups will be joined at these 
meetings by people from other churches in Hitchin.  We will be 
following a York course entitled Praise Him: Songs of Praise from the 
New Testament written by Paula Gooder.  For further information 
please contact Helen Richardson on 01462 435595. 

 
Friday Daytime Fellowship Group 
This group will also be following the Lent course above starting on 27 
February but will be meeting fortnightly.  They will meet at 9.30am 
this Friday at 22 Passingham Avenue.  For further information about 
the group, contact Jeni at jennifercmcquaid@gmail.com  Jeni would 
also love to hear from anyone who would be able to come along to 
help look after little ones at the sessions. 

 
Live a difference in Lent – St Albans Diocesan Lent Challenge 
Take part each day in the ‘challenge’ via email (bible verse, short 
reflection, challenge and ideas for children and families), get texts to 
your phone or follow @live_challenge.  
‘As the General Election campaign warms up, this is a brilliant 
opportunity to explore the ways in which faith invites us to live 
differently and how God’s love has a habit of turning things upside 
down.’ 
Sign up at www.livethechallenge.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St Mark's Lent Appeal 2015 - GADRA 
Our Lent Appeal this year will be for the Grahamstown and District 
Relief Association - GADRA.  Grahamstown is a city in the Eastern 
Cape Province of South Africa which knows extremes of wealth and 
poverty and in particular has a number of beggars and street 
children.  GADRA started out as a soup kitchen but now provides 
wider support for those in need and has a programme of scholarships 
so that education can break the cycle of poverty.  Finn McQuaid, who 
is now a member of the St Mark's congregation (thanks to Jeni, our 
curate!) comes from Grahamstown and his parents still live there.  
We can, therefore, know at first hand what is happening and what 
our contributions are achieving.  
Information sheets and gift envelopes are being distributed today 
and you are invited to give to this Appeal during the Lent season. 
Cash and cheques (payable to St Mark's Parish Church) are welcome - 
just place them in an offertory bag one Sunday or give them to Jane, 
a church warden or Helen and John Richardson.  If you are able to 
gift-aid your contribution, that would be excellent. 
Next Sunday, 1 March, Finn will be interviewed in our morning 
service and will give us more information about GADRA. You can also 
find out about it on its website http://www.gadra.co.za/ and for 
specific information about the education side from 
http://www.gadraeducation.co.za/ 
Many thanks for anything you feel able to give.  

 
Easter Pilgrimage to St Albans Abbey 
There is a tradition of parishes walking from all over the diocese to St 
Albans Abbey on Easter Monday, culminating in a big service at the 
Abbey.  From Hitchin this is about a 17 mile walk.  In the past there 
have been organised groups from our parish who have walked 
together. The idea of getting a group together from the parish is 
being explored for this year.  If you would be interested in joining in 
with this walk please let Jane know (01462 434686 or jane@stmarks-
hitchin.org.uk 
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Two church cleaners needed urgently! 
Our church and hall are kept clean by a team of volunteer cleaners 
who work in pairs on a rota basis.  Three cleaners have had to resign 
from the rota.  One volunteer has come forward but we urgently 
need 2 more.  Please think about whether this is a contribution you 
could make to the life of the church.  With a full team, the 
commitment is just 2 to 3 hours every 9 weeks.  For further 
information or to offer your services, please contact Louise Wills. 
 
Cake Stall in the Market Place: Saturday 14 March 
Our next cake stall in the Market Place is just 3 weeks away.  Previous 
stalls have been very ably organised by Judy Page and Joy Hukin who 
are both unable to help this time.  Therefore, arrangements are 
slightly different.  If you are able to bake some cakes to sell (big cakes 
always go well) they can either be brought to the Market Place from 
8.15am on 14 March or can be delivered to the Vicarage up until 9pm 
on Friday 13th.  If you need cakes to be collected, please call Jane on 
434686.  We need people to help set up the stall at 8.15am on the 
Saturday morning and to serve on the stall up to 12noon.  If you are 
able to help at all on the day, please sign the list at the back of 
church, indicating the time slot when you would be able to help. 
 
Daily Bread 
Would you would be willing to cook and deliver a meal for a family or 
individual on an occasional basis?  When looking at how we could 
best support people in trying circumstances for a short period of time 
we thought that ensuring that their evening meals were taken care of 
for a week or two would be welcome.  With enough people on a 
database this should be easily achieved.  If this is something you think 
you would be able to help out with, please get in touch with Jeni on 
jennifercmcquaid@gmail.com 
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