
St Mark's Away Morning: Saturday 25 April 9.30am-12noon 
We hope that you're able to join us on 25 April as we consider 
together where we feel God is leading St Mark's.  The morning will 
take place at Walsworth Road Baptist Church finishing around noon 
when you'd be very welcome to come back to The Angels to share 
lunch together.  To enable as many people as possible to join us on 
this morning we are planning to provide crèche facilities and can also 
offer lifts.  To help with planning you will find a list at the back of 
church to sign, including columns to indicate whether you will need 
crèche facilities or a lift and whether you intend to join us for lunch at 
The Angels.  Alternatively, you can email Jane at jane@stmarks-
hitchin.org.uk with the information.  Please let us know by Easter 
Sunday (5 April) if you intend to come, particularly if you intend to 
join us for lunch.  Menu and prices for food at The Angels can be 
found on their website www.mcmullens.co.uk/angels  We look 
forward to having your company on this important morning together 
and hope children and young people will also feel very welcome as 
we regard it as important to hear their voices alongside the adult 
ones. 
 

Bishops’ Pastoral Letter on the 2015 General Election 
If you would like to read the full letter from the House of Bishops to 
the people and parishes of the Church of England you can find it at 
https://churchofengland.org/media/2170230/whoismyneighbour-
pages.pdf 
 

Please send notices for inclusion in this weekly sheet by 7pm Wed to 
deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring 456184  
 
How to contact us 

While a few telephone numbers of church members may be included 
in this web version of the notice sheet, most contact details for events 
are published only in the hard copy, available in church.  If you have 
no access to this, please contact Deirdre Parr on 01462 456184 or e-
mail deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

St Mark’s Church 

  Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 
8 March 2015 

Third Sunday of Lent 
 

Services and events today 

  8.00am Holy Communion (p59 in folder) 

10.00am Holy Communion (p59 in folder)  

  1.30pm Baptism Service 

  2.30pm Baptism Service 

  7.30pm Year 13 Hitchin Schools Consortium 
Concert in St Mark’s  

 

Readings for today 

Exodus 20:1-17 

1 Corinthians 1: 18-25 

John 2:12-22 

 
St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers 

If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane, our Vicar, or 
Jeni, our Curate, who will be at the back of the church at the end 
of the service.      
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 
If you would like to receive this notice sheet via email in future, 
please email deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

 
 

website: www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
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Hymns for 10.00am 
 

138 AMNS We sing the praise of him who died 

166 AMNS Lord, thy word abideth 

464 AMNS God is here; as we his people 

341 JP From heaven you came 

336 AMNS All my hope on God is founded 

 

Diary for the week beginning Monday 9 March 
 

Wed 11 9.15am 

7.00pm 

Morning Prayer 

Choir Practice 

Thur 12 6.30pm 

7.45pm 

Group With No Name 

2Confused 

Fri 13 2.00pm Oughton Primary and Nursery School 

Mothers’ Day Service 

Sat 14 8.15am Cake Stall in the Market Place 

 
Next Sunday, 15 March – Mothering Sunday 

 

  8.00am Holy Communion 

10.00am Family Service 

11.15am Holy Communion 

 
Suggestions for prayer 

From our Cycle of Prayer: 
St Mark’s District Church Council, the Pastoral, Mission, Worship and 
Fabric Committees  
Arthritis Care and North and East Herts Osteoporosis Group  
Westmill Road, Westmill Court, Westmill Lawns 
 

From Churches Together in Hitchin Prayer Link: 
Hitchin Christian Centre as they hold another of their Age 55+ coffee 
meet-up sessions this coming Tuesday. 
PHASE as they hold an awayday next Saturday with the 'Holding 
Nothing Back' groups. 
 

Notices 
 

Year 13 Concert at St Mark’s tonight at 7.30pm  
Once again, St Mark’s is providing the venue for final year music 
students from the three Hitchin secondary schools to perform their 
examination pieces.  Tickets available after the 10am service from 
Shirley Basford or on the door tonight: £3 for adults, £1 for children – 
includes interval drink. 
 

Get baking for Saturday’s Cake Stall in the Market Place!  
If you are able to bake some cakes to sell (big cakes always go well) 
they can either be brought to the Market Place from 8.15am on 14 
March or can be delivered to the Vicarage up until 9pm on Friday 
13th.  If you need cakes to be collected, please call Jane on 434686.  
We still need people to help set up the stall at 8.15am on the 
Saturday morning and serve for the first hour.  If you are able to help 
in this way, please sign the list at the back of church or let Jane know: 
434686 or jane@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

Welcomers 
Welcoming people to our church on a Sunday morning is a very 
important task carried out by a team of volunteers working in pairs.  
Currently the commitment is 5 or 6 Sundays per year.  The new rota 
will start on Easter Sunday.  If you would like to join the team of 
welcomers for 2015-2016 or would like more information about what 
is involved, please contact Louise Wills. 
  

Wanted: volunteer driver once every 7 weeks 
Our Taxi rota is need of one more driver to collect one person.  If you 
can do this to enable the frailer folk of our church family to attend 
services, please let me know.  Thanks to Jo and Jeff Hughes for the 
time they have given.  Helen Richardson: 435595 
 

Ash Wednesday lunch at Christchurch 
Many thanks to all who attended the lunch which raised £175.30 for 
Christian Aid. 
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Traidcraft 
If you would like to order anything from the catalogues at the back of 
church (or from the online catalogue at www.traidcraftshop.co.uk) 
please contact our new Traidcraft rep, Maggie Mellersh.  
 

Easter lilies 
Only 4 weeks to Easter! Once again, I will be collecting names of 
loved ones and donations for the Easter lilies over the next few 
weeks.  Please give donations to Jane or a welcomer if I am not 
available.  Thank you in advance for your generosity. Ann Wakefield 
 

Good Friday Workshop: 3 April, 2.30-4.30pm 
Volunteers are needed to help children to do the various activities at 
the workshop and also to provide drinks etc.  Please sign the sheet at 
the back of church or let Jane know if you are able to help: 434686 or 
jane@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

St Mark's Lent Appeal 2015 - GADRA 
This year, our Lent Appeal is in aid of the Grahamstown Area Distress 
Relief Association (GADRA) which carries out community and 
educational work in this city in the Eastern Cape Province of South 
Africa.  For over 50 years, GADRA has served the poor in the 
community.  It continues to do so in practical ways - empowering 
people with disabilities, ensuring food security, supporting small 
businesses - and now includes the provision of scholarships for 
education that can break the cycle of poverty.  Full details are on the 
GADRA websites: 
http://www.gadra.co.za/ and http://www.gadraeducation.co.za/ 
and also from Finn McQuaid, a member of our congregation (thanks 
to Jeni, our curate!) who was born and educated in Grahamstown 
and whose parents still live there. Gift envelopes are available and 
you are invited to use these to make contributions - cash and 
cheques (payable to St Mark's Parish Church) are welcome and the 
envelopes can be placed in the offertory bags or given to Jane, a 
churchwarden or Helen and John Richardson.  If you are able to gift 
aid your contribution, that would be great.  Thanks as ever for your 
generous support. 

Craft Workshop at St Mark’s: Saturday, 28 March 2 to 4pm  
An afternoon of making Easter decorations and cards.  £5 per person 
to cover materials.  To book a place, please contact Helen Richardson 
or Val Chamberlain.  

Annual General Meeting: Sunday 22 March at 11.30am 
At this meeting, we will appoint the officers for the year and our 
representatives on various bodies, including the District Church 
Council.  Each year, we elect four new people to serve for a term of 
three years on the DCC.  Please consider whether you would like to 
get involved in the life of our church in this way. 
Paperwork for the AGM is available in church as are nomination 
sheets for the various roles.   
Immediately following the AGM, there will be a soup and roll lunch in 
the hall in aid of our Lent appeal.  Please do try and come along to 
the AGM, and if you are able to stay for lunch as well, please indicate 
this on the sheet on the welcome table. 
 
Electoral Roll 
The Electoral Roll is our church membership list.  Being on the roll 
doesn't commit you to anything; it is just a way of saying that you are 
part of our church family.  If you would like to be on the electoral roll, 
please pick up a form from the back of church or talk to Jane.  Please 
return your form by Easter Sunday, 5 April. 
 

Confirmation 
Confirmation is an opportunity for adults and young people of 
secondary school age to make a public commitment to try to follow 
the Christian faith.  A confirmation service will take place in Hitchin 
on Sunday 14 June at 6.30pm.  This is when the Bishop comes and 
'confirms' people and prays for them.  If you have not been 
confirmed and would like to explore what this would involve, please 
talk to Jane: 01462 434686 or jane@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
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