
Traidcraft 
Maggie Mellersh has just become a Traidcraft Rep for St Mark’s and 
will be putting in another order on Friday, 20 March.  If you would 
like to order anything from the catalogues at the back of church or 
from the online catalogue at www.traidcraftshop.co.uk) please 
contact Maggie this week.  
 
St Mark's Away Morning: Saturday 25 April 9.30am-12noon 
We hope that you're able to join us on 25 April a we consider 
together where we feel God is leading St Mark's.  The morning will 
take place at Walsworth Road Baptist Church finishing around noon 
when you'd be very welcome to come back to The Angels to share 
lunch together.  To enable as many people as possible to join us on 
this morning we are planning to provide crèche facilities and can also 
offer lifts.  To help with planning you will find a list at the back of 
church to sign, including columns to indicate whether you will need 
crèche facilities or a lift and whether you intend to join us for lunch at 
The Angels.  Alternatively, you can email Jane at jane@stmarks-
hitchin.org.uk with the information.  Please let us know by Easter 
Sunday (5 April) if you intend to come, particularly if you intend to 
join us for lunch.  Menu and prices for food at The Angels can be 
found on their website www.mcmullens.co.uk/angels  We look 
forward to having your company on this important morning together 
and hope children and young people will also feel very welcome as 
we regard it as important to hear their voices alongside the adult 
ones. 
 

Please send notices for inclusion in this weekly sheet by 7pm Wed to 
deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring 456184. 
 
How to contact us 

While a few telephone numbers of church members may be included 
in this web version of the notice sheet, most contact details for events 
are published only in the hard copy, available in church.  If you have 
no access to this, please contact Deirdre Parr on 01462 456184 or e-
mail deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

 
 

 St Mark’s Church 

  Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 
15 March 2015 

Mothering Sunday 
 

Services today 

  8.00am Holy Communion (p59 in folder) 

10.00am Family Service 

11.15am Holy Communion (p59 in folder)  
 

Readings for today 

1 Samuel 1:20-28 

Colossians 3: 12-17 

Luke 2:33-35 

 
St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers 

If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane, our Vicar, or 
Jeni, our Curate, who will be at the back of the church at the end 
of the service.      
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 
If you would like to receive this notice sheet via email in future, 
please email deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

 
 

website: www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
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Hymns for 10.00am 
 

JP 64 Great is thy faithfulness 

JP 94 If I were a butterfly 

JP 215 Seek ye first 

Song sheet Here I am to worship 

SF 14 Teach me to dance 

 

Diary for the week beginning Monday 16 March 
 

Wed 18 9.15am 

7.00pm 

Morning Prayer 

Choir Practice 

Fri 20 9.30am Little Lions 

Sat 21 9.45am Exploring Christianity 

 
Next Sunday, 22 March – Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 

  8.00am Holy Communion 

10.00am Holy Communion 

11.30am St Mark’s AGM 

 
Suggestions for prayer 

From our Cycle of Prayer: 
Our organist, choir, music group and drama group 
People living with drug addiction and alcoholism  
Everyone living in Milestone Road and Truemans Road 
 

From Churches Together in Hitchin Prayer Link: 
The young people of Our Lady's Roman Catholic Church who are 
proceeding to the next stage of deepening their commitment to their 
faith in the celebration of Reconciliation 
Tilehouse Street Baptist Church as it celebrates its 346th Church 
Anniversary today 
Mark Topping who will perform 'Impossible God', a one man passion 
play, at Christchurch this coming Friday 

 

 

 

Notices 
 

Welcomers 
Welcoming people to our church on a Sunday morning is a very 
important task carried out by a team of volunteers working in pairs.  
Currently the commitment is 5 or 6 Sundays per year.  The new rota 
will start on Easter Sunday and the team has to be officially elected at 
the AGM next Sunday.  If you would like to join the team of 
welcomers for 2015-2016 or would like more information about what 
is involved, please contact Louise Wills. 
  

Wanted: volunteer driver once every 7 weeks 
Our taxi rota is need of one more driver to collect one person.  If you 
can do this to enable the frailer folk of our church family to attend 
services, please let me know.    Helen Richardson 
 

Easter lilies 
Only 3 weeks to Easter! Once again, I am collecting names of loved 
ones and donations for the Easter lilies.  Please give donations to 
Jane or a welcomer if I am not available.  Thank you in advance for 
your generosity.      Ann Wakefield 
 
Good Friday Workshop: 3 April, 2.30-4.30pm 
Volunteers are needed to help children to do the various activities at 
the workshop and also to provide drinks etc.  Please sign the sheet at 
the back of church or let Jane know if you are able to help: 434686 or 
jane@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 
Electoral Roll 
The Electoral Roll is our church membership list.  We encourage 
everybody who considers themselves a member of our church family 
to be on the electoral roll.  Being on the roll doesn't commit you to 
anything; it is just a way of saying that you are part of our church 
family.  If you would like to be on the electoral roll, please pick up a 
form from the back of church or talk to Jane.  Please return your 
form by Easter Sunday, 5 April. 
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Annual General Meeting: NEXT SUNDAY, 22 March at 11.30am 
At next week’s meeting, we will appoint the officers for the year and 
our representatives on various bodies, including the District Church 
Council.  Each year, we elect four new people to serve for a term of 
three years on our DCC.  Please consider whether you would like to 
get involved in the life of our church in this way.  Paperwork for the 
AGM is available in church today, as are nomination sheets for the 
various roles.  Lunch following the AGM: immediately after the AGM, 
there will be a soup and roll lunch in the hall in aid of our Lent 
appeal.  If you are able to stay for lunch, please indicate this on the 
sheet on the welcomers’ table. 
 

St Mark's Lent Appeal 2015 - GADRA 
This year, our Lent Appeal is in aid of the Grahamstown Area Distress 
Relief Association (GADRA) which carries out community and 
educational work in this city in the Eastern Cape Province of South 
Africa.  For over 50 years, GADRA has served the poor in the 
community.  It continues to do so in practical ways - empowering 
people with disabilities, ensuring food security, supporting small 
businesses - and now includes the provision of scholarships for 
education that can break the cycle of poverty.  Full details are on the 
GADRA websites: 
http://www.gadra.co.za/ and http://www.gadraeducation.co.za/ and 
also from Finn McQuaid, a member of our congregation (thanks to 
Jeni, our curate!) who was born and educated in Grahamstown and 
whose parents still live there.  There are photographs of the work on 
the Mission noticeboard at the back of the church and we hope to 
give new information from time to time.  Gift envelopes are available 
and you are invited to use these to make contributions - cash and 
cheques (payable to St Mark's Parish Church) are welcome and the 
envelopes can be placed in the offertory bags or given to Jane, a 
churchwarden or Helen and John Richardson.  If you are able to gift 
aid your contribution, that would be great.  Thanks as ever for your 
generous support. 
 
 

Can you deliver Easter Cards from Churches Together in Hitchin 
before Palm Sunday, 29 March? 
St Mark’s works with all the Hitchin churches to get service details to 
every home in Hitchin.  Please take a bundle from the table at the 
back of church. 
 
Craft Workshop at St Mark’s: Saturday, 28 March 2 to 4pm  
An afternoon of making Easter decorations and cards.  £5 per person 
to cover materials.  Please give names to Helen Richardson or Val 
Chamberlain. 
 
Hitchin Scout Group Needs You! 
Do you have a few hours a week and could you help manage the 
running of St Mark’s Scout Group?  If so, we’d love to have a chat!    
Our Group Scout Leader (GSL) will shortly be standing down and we 
urgently need to find a replacement for this vital role.  The GSL does 
not run activities for our young people, but is welcome to come and 
lend a hand, of course.  Instead, the GSL looks after the behind-the-
scenes running of 5th Hitchin, liaising with the other groups in the 
town and ensuring that the group is well run and resourced. 
Feel free to come and have a chat with one of the leaders after 
church if you think that this role may suit you and we can talk about 
what it entails in more detail. 
Joanne Hughes, Mark Lally, Rachel Drury, Sandra Stokes and Peter 
Watson 
 

Confirmation 
Confirmation is an opportunity for adults and young people of 
secondary school age to make a public commitment to try to follow 
the Christian faith.  A confirmation service will take place in Hitchin 
on Sunday 14 June at 6.30pm.  If you have not been confirmed and 
would like to explore what this would involve, please talk to Jane: 
01462 434686 or jane@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
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