
Jeni McQuaid's Ordination as a Priest 

This summer will see Jeni ordained as a priest after serving a year as a 
deacon.  Her ordination will take place at St Albans Abbey on 4 July at 
4.00pm.  Everyone is invited to support her on this occasion.  If you 
would like to come to the ordination service, please add your name 
to the list at the back of church as we need to let St Albans Abbey 
know the number attending by 24 May.  We are exploring the 
possibility of organising a coach to the service.  If you would like to 
travel by coach, at the approximate cost of £7-£9 per person, please 
indicate this on the list as well.  If there is enough interest, we will 
book a coach to leave from St Mark's and drop us at the Abbey, 
saving the walk from the car parks.   
On Sunday 5 July, Jeni will be leading her first communion service at 
10am.  To celebrate this landmark for her and for the church, 
everyone is invited to a bring and share lunch in the Vicarage garden 
(in church, if wet). 
 
 
Please send notices for inclusion in this weekly sheet by 7pm Wed to 
deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring 456184. 
 
 
How to contact us 

While a few telephone numbers of church members may be included 
in this web version of the notice sheet, most contact details for events 
are published only in the hard copy, available in church.  If you have 
no access to this, please contact Deirdre Parr on 01462 456184 or e-
mail deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

 

 St Mark’s Church 

  Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 
26 April 2015 
St Mark’s Tide 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

Services today 

  8.00am Holy Communion (p29 in folder) 

10.00am Holy Communion (p15 in folder) 

  2.00pm Baptism Service 

  6.30pm Taizé Service preceded by tea from 

5.30pm 
 

Readings for today 

Acts 4:5-12 

1 John 3:16-24 

John 10:11-18 
 

St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers 
If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane, our Vicar, 
who will be at the back of the church at the end of the service.  
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

If you would like to receive this notice sheet via email in future, 
please email deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

 
 

website: www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 
 

 
 

mailto:deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk
file:///C:/Users/Andrew/Documents/Church/Communications/Notice%20sheet%20proof%20read/2012/deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk
mailto:deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk
http://www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk/


 

Hymns for 10.00am 
 

AMNS 332 Christ is made the sure foundation (verses 5-9) 

AMNS 110 The God of love my shepherd is 

AMNS 161 Christ is our corner-stone 

SF 31 This is St Mark 

JP 25 Christ triumphant, ever reigning 
 

Diary for the week beginning Monday 27 April 
 

Mon 27 2.30pm Prayer Group meets at 221 Bedford Road 

Tue 28 8.00pm Annual Parochial Church Meeting at St 
Mark’s 

Wed 29  9.15am 

7.00pm 

Morning Prayer 

Choir practice 

Thur 30 6.30pm 

7.45pm 

8.00pm 

Group With No Name 

2Confused 

Fabric Committee meets at 43 Ickleford Rd 

Fri 1 May 9.30am Little Lions 

 

Next Sunday, 3 May – Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

  8.00am Holy Communion  

10.00am Holy Communion 

  8.00pm Sunday Social at The Angels 

 
Suggestions for prayer 

 
 

Please remember in your prayers: 
All those named in the Prayer Requests book and on the Prayer Tree 
in church. 
 
From the Churches Together in Hitchin Prayer Link: 
We remember in our prayers the work with children and young 
people at St Mark's especially through the two clubs - Group with No 
Name and 2 Confused - and we rejoice at the co-operation with 
Covenant Praise Church in this work. 

 
Notices 

 
 

St Mark's Day Taizé Service this evening 
To mark our Patronal Festival today we are holding a Taizé Service at 
6.30pm, preceded by a tea from 5.30pm. The service will include 
Taizé chants led by the choir, a reflection by Margaret Johnson of St 
Mary's, Pirton, and time for quiet devotion.  All are very welcome. 
 
Renewal of Giving 
Thank you everyone who responded to our request to give some 
thought to how much they are able to contribute financially to the 
life of our church family.  As set out in the explanatory letter, we 
have set a budget with a substantial deficit.  Your response has been 
amazing with £6,000-£7,000 extra being pledged (including gift aid).  
This takes us very close to covering the deficit.  It has been an 
incredible response so, at this point, a huge ‘thank you’ to everyone 
who considered their giving, whether you were able to increase what 
you give or not.  It's amazing what we can do together.  Thank you. 
 
St Mark's Lent appeal 2015 
This year's Lent appeal for the Grahamstown Area Distress Relief 
Association, whose work was described for us by Finn McQuaid in a 
service at the beginning of Lent, raised £860.  This is a great 
response, continuing our tradition of generous giving for worthwhile 
causes.  Many thanks to all who contributed. 
 
A message from Finn and Jeni McQuaid 
Jeni and I would like to thank you all for your extremely generous 
giving towards the Lent appeal for GADRA.  I know this will make a 
massive difference to the lives of the poorest people in 
Grahamstown.  We really look forward to finding out exactly how 
they use the money and letting you all know just how much of a 
difference you've made.  Thank you.    Finn 
 
 
 



Thursday Group: 7 May, 7.45 for 8pm in the church hall – 
Flower Arranging Workshop with Val Chamberlain  
Please bring along a cup, saucer and greenery to make an 
arrangement in a tea cup.  Visitors are most welcome: £3 (includes 
refreshments.)  Any queries, contact Val Conetta.. 
 
Christian Aid Week 10-16 May 2015: local volunteers needed 
The annual house to house collection in Hitchin and villages raises 
about £18,000 each year. Last year, nationally, Christian Aid raised £8 
million from house to house collections, about 78% of its income.  
Here in Hitchin this year, we are in need of more volunteers to knock 
on doors and collect.  Envelopes and other kit is supplied.  The money 
is counted for you.  If you can help in this way or would like to know 
more, please contact Mike Davies or Austin Smith.  
 
St Mark's Summer Fair in the Market Place on 11 July 
We would love to hear from any individuals, groups of individuals, or 
church groups who are willing to run a stall.  Extra pairs of hands for 
the day can be provided, as can goods for stalls, but what we need at 
this point are people to take responsibility for a particular stall. 
Please let Jane know if you, or your group, are willing to run a stall 
(01462 434686 or jane@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk) 
 
The London MoonWalk on 16 May 
I am taking part in this year’s London Moonwalk which involves 
walking through the night for 26.2 miles to raise funds for a breast 
cancer charity (a cause close to my heart).  What's more, I plan to join 
the 1000s of woman (plus several other men) in wearing a bra for the 
event!  As part of my training I have completed the North London 
Half Marathon (running) and joined Roger and Naomi Morris in the 
Easter Monday Pilgrimage to St Albans.  If you'd like to sponsor me, 
you can do so online at: 
https://moonwalklondon2015.everydayhero.com/uk/mark546 
or speak to Clare or me about a paper form.  Thanks in advance. 

Mark Banham 
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