
Jeni McQuaid's Ordination as a Priest 

This summer will see Jeni ordained as a priest after serving a year as a 
deacon.  Her ordination will take place at St Albans Abbey on 4 July at 
4.00pm.  Everyone is invited to support her on this occasion.  If you 
would like to come to the ordination service, please add your name 
to the list at the back of church as we need to let St Albans Abbey 
know the number attending by 24 May.  We are exploring the 
possibility of organising a coach to the service.  If you would like to 
travel by coach, at the approximate cost of £7-£9 per person, please 
indicate this on the list as well.  If there is enough interest, we will 
book a coach to leave from St Mark's and drop us at the Abbey, 
saving the walk from the car parks.   
On Sunday 5 July, Jeni will be presiding at her first communion 
service at 10am.  To celebrate this landmark for her and for the 
church, everyone is invited to a bring and share lunch in the Vicarage 
garden (in church, if wet). 
 
 
Please send notices for inclusion in this weekly sheet by 7pm Wed to 
deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring 456184. 
 
 
How to contact us 

While a few telephone numbers of church members may be included 
in this web version of the notice sheet, most contact details for events 
are published only in the hard copy, available in church.  If you have 
no access to this, please contact Deirdre Parr on 01462 456184 or e-
mail deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

 

 St Mark’s Church 

  Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 
3 May 2015 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

Services and events today 

  8.00am Holy Communion (p29 in folder) 

10.00am Holy Communion (p15 in folder) 

  8.00pm Sunday Social at The Angels 

 
Readings for today 

Acts 8:26-40 

1 John 4:7-21 

John 15:1-8 
 

St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers 
If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane, our Vicar, or 
Jeni, our Curate, who will be at the back of the church at the end 
of the service.  
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

If you would like to receive this notice sheet via email in future, 
please email deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

 
 

website: www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
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Hymns for 10.00am 
 

AMNS 149 Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim 

AMNS 501 Now the green blade riseth 

SF 17 In Christ alone my hope is found 

SF 1 Be still, for the presence of the Lord 

AMNS 131 Love divine, all loves excelling 

 

Diary for the week beginning Monday 4 May 
 

Tue 5 8.00pm District Church Council meets 

Wed 6  9.15am 

 

Morning Prayer 

No Choir Practice 

Thur 7 10.00am 

7.45pm 

Communion at Westmill Lawns 

Thursday Group meets 

 

Next Sunday, 10 May – Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

  8.00am Holy Communion  

10.00am Holy Communion 

 
Suggestions for prayer 

 

From our Cycle of Prayer: 
St Mary’s 
Hitchin Foodbank and Christians against Poverty debt help 
Spellbrooke, Berkeley Close, Fosman Close 

 
From the Churches Together in Hitchin Prayer Link: 
Our prayers are asked for Christchurch for their recently started 
Alpha course and for PHASE as they begin their next round of RISE 
courses at Hitchin Boys' School 
Walsworth Road Baptist Church ask that we join them in giving 
thanks for their JAM Club’s successful completion of the collective 
challenge of swimming the equivalent of the English Channel - in a 
pool in Letchworth.  

 

Notices 
 

Last Sunday’s Taizé Service 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to the service in any way – 
singing, reading, providing and/or serving the tea.  
 
Thursday Group: 7 May, 7.45 for 8pm in the church hall 
The group’s May meeting will be a Flower Arranging Workshop with 
Val Chamberlain.  We will be making an arrangement in a tea cup. 
Please bring along your own cup, saucer and greenery for your 
arrangement.  Visitors are most welcome: £3 (includes 
refreshments.)  Any queries, contact Val Conetta. 
 
Church Lunch on Friday 22 May at 12.30pm  
Our monthly church lunch is moving venue this month due to the 
work being done in the hall kitchen.  The lunch will be happening at 
the home of Joy Hukin, 231 Bedford Road.  Please sign the list at the 
back of church if you'd like to come.  All are very welcome and lifts 
can be provided. 
 
Kitchen Re-fit 
The kitchen in the hall is to be completely gutted and refitted 20 -29 
May. For this period, the hall will be out of action during the week.  In 
order to enable this refit to happen we need to empty the kitchen!  
Therefore, we would be very grateful for any willing volunteers who 
could spare a little time at 4pm on Sunday, 17 May to move all the 
crockery etc into the children’s corner.  Tea and cake will be 
provided!  Please let Tricia Reed know if you're able to help 
tricia.reed@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 
Traidcraft Stall - help make a difference! 
Next Sunday, 10 May, after the 10 am service, there will be a stall at 
the back of church selling Traidcraft goods.  Traidcraft is the UK's 
leading fair trade organisation and was started in 1979 as a Christian 
response to poverty.  It aims to fight poverty through trade, 
pioneering, practising and promoting approaches to trade that help 
poor people in developing countries transform their lives.  
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St Mark's Summer Fair in the Market Place on 11 July 
We would love to hear from any individuals, groups of individuals, or 
church groups who are willing to run a stall.  Extra pairs of hands for 
the day can be provided, as can goods for sale, but what we need at 
this point are people to take responsibility for a particular stall. 
Please let Jane know if you, or your group, are willing to run a stall 
(01462 434686 or jane@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk) 
 
Calling all gardeners... 
We're going to have a Plant & Flower stall at the Summer Fair (see 
above), so if you're pricking out or potting on soon, please don't put 
your extras on the compost heap - save them for the stall instead!  
Any interesting cuttings also welcome.  If you're running out of space 
and need plants picking up, please contact Maggie Mellersh. 
 
Christian Aid Week 10-16 May 2015: local volunteers needed 
The annual house to house collection in Hitchin and villages raises 
about £18,000 each year. Last year, nationally, Christian Aid raised £8 
million from house to house collections, about 78% of its income.  
Here in Hitchin this year, we are in need of more volunteers to knock 
on doors and collect.  Envelopes and other kit is supplied.  The money 
is counted for you.  If you can help in this way or would like to know 
more, please contact Mike Davies or Austin Smith. 
 
Churches Together in Hitchin (CTH) Council 
The next meeting of the CTH Council is on Tuesday 19 May, 8.00 pm 
at Hitchin Christian Centre - tea/coffee from 7.30.  It will begin with a 
session led by the Rev Johnny Douglas on Whole life discipleship, the 
theme introduced to the Council at its last meeting by the Rev John 
Hardaker, the current Chair of CTH.  Johnny is an Anglican vicar 
working with Christchurch on this theme and it is one in which other 
churches may be interested.  This session will be followed at 9.00pm 
by half an hour's business, including a proposal for Extra Smile, a new 
initiative by which churches can meet the practical needs (e.g. 
gardening, decorating) of people in Hitchin who cannot do things for 
themselves.  All are welcome. 
 

Parish of St Paul’s Walden: Beating The Bounds on 10 May 
It is hoped that Rogation Sunday, 10 May, will be a glorious day and 
that we shall exceed the 75 people, many of whom were from Hitchin 
Parish, who came on the walk in 2013.  We shall start out from All 
Saints’ Church, St Paul’s Walden at 12 noon (service at 11am) and 
follow, wherever possible, footpaths close to the southern half of the 
Parish.  We shall walk for about an hour before stopping for a picnic 
lunch and continue for about an hour and a half afterwards.  Many of 
the traditions associated with this age-old Rogation Sunday event will 
be included.  All are welcome, including children and dogs.  Please 
wear suitable footwear and bring waterproofs, plenty of water and a 
picnic.  
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