
 
Summer Fair  
A huge ‘thank you’ to everyone who, in any way, helped to make our 
summer fair in the Market Place on 11 July a resounding success.  It 
was a great team effort which raised in excess of £1,100.  
 
Prayer Requests 
If you haven’t yet seen the explanatory sheet about the new 
arrangements for requesting prayers for people, there are still some 
copies available on the Welcomers’ table.  Do pick one up today. 
 
 

News Sheets in August 
Please note that the news sheet will appear fortnightly rather than 
weekly in August.  Please bear this in mind if you need to circulate 
information about events during the summer or early September.  
The news sheet will appear on 2, 16 and 30 August.  There will, 
therefore, be no news sheet on 9 and 23 August.  From 6 September 
we will revert to a weekly news sheet. 
 
Receiving the news sheet by email or submitting notices 
If you would like either to receive this news sheet via email in future 
or would like to have a notice included in the next news sheet, please 
email deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring 456184. 
Please send notices for inclusion in the news sheet by 7pm on Wed 
evening. 
 
How to contact us 

While a few telephone numbers of church members may be included 
in this web version of the notice sheet, most contact details for events 
are published only in the hard copy, available in church.  If you have 
no access to this, please contact Deirdre Parr on 01462 456184 or e-
mail deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

  

 St Mark’s Church 

  Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 

19 July 2015 
Seventh Sunday after Trinity 

 

Services today 

  8.00am Holy Communion (p29 in folder) 

10.00am Family Service and Baptism 

11.15am Holy Communion (p29 in folder) 

  2.00pm Baptism Service 
 

Readings for today 

Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Ephesians 2:11-22 

Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 
 

St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers 
If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane, our Vicar, or 
Jeni, our Curate, who will be at the back of the church at the end 
of the service.  
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

 

www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

 

 

Follow us on Twitter: @stmarkshitchin 
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Hymns for 10.00am 

 

SF 14 Teach me to dance 

JP 94 If I were a butterfly 

Song sheet The Lord’s my shepherd 

JP 157 Lord of all hopefulness 

JP 258 This little light of mine 
 

Diary for the week beginning Monday 20 July 
 

Mon 20 8.00pm PCC meets at St Faith’s 

Wed 22 9.15am Morning Prayer 

Fri 24 12.30pm 

6.30pm 

Church Lunch 

Wedding Rehearsal 

Sat 25 1.30pm Wedding 
 

Hall bookings – Thursday 23 to Saturday 25 July 
 

Thur 9.15-11.30am Monkey Club 

Fri  11.00am-2.30pm 

7.30-9.00pm 

Church Lunch 

Meditation Group 

Sat 12.30-3.00pm Wedding in church 
 

Next Sunday, 26 July – Eighth Sunday after Trinity  
 

  8.00am Holy Communion  

10.00am Holy Communion and Baptism 
 

 

Suggestions for prayer 
 

From the Churches Together in Hitchin Prayer Link: 
 

Tilehouse Street Baptist Church will be running their 'Holiday at 
Home' for older folk this coming Wednesday and Friday. We pray 
that those who attend will find it a source of strength and comfort.   
Similarly, but at the other end of life, Christchurch would welcome 
prayers as they make final preparations for their Holiday Club for 
youngsters taking place shortly. 

 
From our Cycle of Prayer: 
Hitchin Christian Centre, The New Testament Church of God and The 
International First-born Church of the Living God  
Nightingale Road Day Centre  
Grove Road, Fryth Cottages (Nightingale Road) 
 

Notices 
 

An invitation to give your views on the way forward for St Mark’s  
Following our Away Morning in April, and subsequent DCC discussion, 
we now invite everyone in St Mark's to give their views on some 
suggestions people have made as we look to our future together.  To 
give everyone a chance to respond, we have created a very short and 
simple questionnaire which should take no more than 5 minutes to 
complete.  If you have access to the internet, the questionnaire can 
be found on St Mark's website under the 'News' tab; follow the link 
to 'The Way Forward for St Mark's.’ Alternatively the URL is 
http://www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk/the-way-forward-for-st-marks/ 
If you don't have access to the internet, there are paper copies 
available in church, which can be returned by placing them in the box 
on the welcome table.  If you have the option of completing the 
questionnaire online, it would be really helpful if you could use that 
method.  
Please note, the only option given is a ‘yes’ answer but there is no 
expectation that people will say ‘yes’ to every question.  Please do 
not feel any embarrassment about leaving questions blank.  We look 
forward to hearing your views by next Sunday 26 July, please. 
 
Foodbank collection next Sunday, 26 July 
As usual, on the last Sunday of the month, the Foodbank collection 
box will be at the back of church to receive donations of goods.  If 
you are able to contribute any of the following items, they will be 
very gratefully received: instant potato; UHT fruit juice; jam; dried 
milk; sponge puddings; deodorant for men; strong carrier bags 
 
 
 

http://www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk/the-way-forward-for-st-marks/


Sunday School Lite 
Starting on the 26 July and over the summer holidays we continue to 
provide Sunday School but as ‘Sunday School Lite.’  This is where the 
children and young people start in church, then leave after the 
second hymn.  We have a good play in the Vicarage garden (weather 
permitting) and then join the service a bit later on.  There is no 
formal crèche but toys will always be out in the hall should you want 
to use this area. 
If you could lead games/treasure hunt/play in the Vicarage garden 
for one of the following dates, please let me know: 26 July; 2, 9, 23 
and 30 August.  There are usually plenty of adults to help!  Please 
note, there is a Family Service on 16 August and Sunday school 
proper will start back on the 6 September.  Thanks in advance! 

Marie Polley 
 
Leading/ helping with crèche, children’s and young people’s groups 
Thank you so much to everyone who has helped this year with 
crèche, Sunday School, Singing Sunday School, Pathfinders, 
Travellers, GWNN, 2Confused and the Hot Chocolate Club.  It is 
wonderful to see how all the groups are thriving.  As we come to the 
summer holidays, please take a few minutes to pray for the 
continuing success of the groups.  If you have been on one of the 
rotas and feel that now is the right time to step down and look for 
different ways to be part of church life, then please do let us know. 
Similarly, if you feel that you would like to start helping with one of 
the groups or with a particular age group, we'd love to talk to you.  
We'd also love to hear from anyone who feels that, with a bit of 
support, they could lead a group (all our material is pre-prepared and 
we aim for people to be on the rota only once every 6 weeks).  Do 
have a chat with me, Jane or Jeni.     Marie Polley 
 
St Mark’s Rainbows – extra pairs of hands needed 
Glenda Darby has agreed to take over as leader when I retire at 
Christmas.  We hope to have a leader-in-training soon, but we still 
need extra pairs of hands so, if you feel you would like to be a leader 
or a unit helper for one hour a week on Tuesdays from 4.45pm, 
please have a word with me in church.  Val Chamberlain  

St Albans Abbey Appeal 
A couple of weeks ago, a coachload of us went to St Albans Abbey for 
Jeni's ordination.  We were able to benefit from the size of the 
building and the size of its welcome.  The Abbey is running a project 
to provide a proper entrance and welcome building, better facilities 
(hopefully more toilets!), and a renewed Schools Centre and Adult 
Study Centre.  The whole project will cost £7m of which they have 
raised £5.6m.  They need to secure the final £1.4m by March 2016. 
All the churches in the diocese have been invited to support this 
project by joining 'Alban's Angels'.  In return for our support a carved 
wooden angel will be added, in our church's name, to the angel cloud 
in the Abbey's crossing.  Currently, the Abbey doesn't charge an 
entrance fee and is keen that that should not change.  Therefore, 
they're asking for our help.  Jeffrey John, Dean of the Abbey, wrote, 'I 
am well aware of the potential irritation caused by cathedrals asking 
hard-pressed parishes for cash.  If you are more strapped than we 
are, just bin this (the letter).  I don't want to add to your probably 
already elevated blood pressure'.  The DCC considered the Dean's 
letter and felt that we would like to help.  Therefore, for the next two 
weeks there will be a sweet jar (without the sweets!) at the back of 
church if you would like to make a donation to the work of the 
Abbey. 
 
Used slate roofing tiles sought by the Wardens 
The Wardens need the above to make drain covers.  Slates can be 
slightly broken so, If anyone is having a roof repaired/replaced and 
can offer unwanted slates, the Wardens would find around 20 of 
them very useful indeed!  Please contact Tricia Reed: 
tricia.reed@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
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