
Homelessness in Hitchin 
With the winter approaching, it is likely that the issue of 
homelessness in Hitchin will once again be serious.  Churches 
Together in Hitchin has called a meeting to look at what churches and 
other organisations are doing and what more can be done.  This will 
be held in Friends' Meeting House, Brand Street, 7.00 pm on 
Thursday 8 October.  All are welcome to attend and it is hoped that 
each church will be represented.  If you would like to go on behalf of 
St Mark's, please let Jane or John (Richardson) know. 
 

Traidcraft Stall next Sunday, then monthly 
The DCC have kindly agreed that I can trial having a monthly 
Traidcraft stall at St Mark’s on the second Sunday of the month, 
except for November when it will be on the third Sunday.  So, look 
out for the stall on 11 October, 15 November and 13 December. 
Thank you all for your support for Traidcraft - buying Fairtrade really 
does make a difference!  Catalogues are available from the back of 
the church if anyone would like to place an order.  

Maggie Mellersh 
 

Macmillan Coffee Morning  
Thanks to everyone who supported the St Mark’s Macmillan Coffee 
Morning on 25 September.  The event raised a total of £360.50. 

 
Receiving the news sheet by email or submitting notices 
If you would like either to receive this news sheet via email in future 
or would like to have a notice included in the next news sheet, please 
email deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring 456184. 
Please send notices for inclusion in the news sheet by 7pm on Wed 
evening. 
 
How to contact us 

While a few telephone numbers of church members may be included 
in this web version of the notice sheet, most contact details for events 
are published only in the hard copy, available in church.  If you have 
no access to this, please contact Deirdre Parr on 01462 456184 or e-
mail deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk

 

  

 St Mark’s Church 

  Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 

4 October 2015 
Harvest Festival 

 

Services today 

  8.00am Holy Communion (p29 in folder) 

10.00am Family Communion (separate booklet) 

  8.00pm Sunday Social at The Angels 

 
Readings for today 

Joel 2:21-27 

1 Timothy 2:1-7 

Matthew 6:25-33 
 
 

St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers 
If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane, our Vicar, or 
Jeni, our Curate, who will be at the back of the church at the end 
of the service.  
 
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

 
 
 

www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

 

 

Follow us on Twitter: @stmarkshitchin 
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Hymns for 10.00am 
 

AMNS 289 Come, ye thankful people, come 

Song sheet We bring our harvest produce 

AMNS 290 We plough the fields and scatter 

AMNS 415 Praise and thanksgiving, Father, we offer 

AMNS 205 Now thank we all our God 
 

Diary for the week beginning Monday 5 October 
 

Wed 7  9.15am 
7.00pm 

Morning Prayer 
Choir practice 

Thur 8 6.30pm 
7.45pm 

Group With No Name 
2Confused 

Sat 10 9.45am Exploring Christianity 
 

Hall bookings – Thursday 8 to Saturday 10 October  
 

Thur 8 9.15-11.30am 
4.00-5.00pm 
6.30 -9.00pm 

Monkey Club 
Dance Group 
GWNN and 2Confused 

Fri 9 10.00-12noon Twins Club 

Sat 10 9.25-11.30am Exploring Christianity 
 

Next Sunday, 11 October – Twentieth Sunday after Trinity 
 

  8.00am Holy Communion  

10.00am Holy Communion  

  2.00pm Baptism of Service 
 

Suggestions for prayer 
 

From our Cycle of Prayer: 
Holy Saviour Church; Local residential and nursing homes; North 
Place, South Place 
 
From the Churches Together in Hitchin Prayer Link: 
The Built on Faith Bibleway Church ask that we hold in our prayers 
two important ongoing projects: Street Angels and the Foodbank. 

Notices 
 
 

Exploring Christianity with Coffee and Croissants 
Having had a break for the summer term, our Saturday morning 
group looking at some of the basics of the Christian faith has re-
started.  Anyone is welcome to join us, even if you've not been 
before.  We meet in the hall from 9.45am with coffee and croissants 
and aim to start our discussions at 10.00am, finishing at 
approximately 11.00am.  The dates we're meeting for the rest of this 
term are, 10 and 24 Oct, 7 and 21 Nov and 5 Dec.  If you'd like more 
information, do contact Jane on 01462 434686 or jane@stmarks-
hitchin.org.uk 
 
'Pedalling Priests' – Saturday 10 October  
Next Saturday, many of the ministers in town, including Jeni and me, 
are taking part in a sponsored event to raise money for PHASE, the 
school's worker project which works in both our secondary and 
primary schools.  The aim is to cycle 100 miles on static bikes outside 
Poundland.  Please make our embarrassment worthwhile by 
considering sponsoring this event, or come and throw some change 
into the bucket on the day.  There is a sponsor form at the back of 
church or you can go to 
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/team/pedallingpriests  
Many thanks for your support and for your sympathy on 11 October 
when we're both aching!     Jane 
 
Kneelers 
On the recommendation of Archdeacon Jonathan, who carried out 
our annual Archdeacon’s Inspection this summer, we are disposing of 
the blue vinyl kneelers which have been languishing in store 
cupboards for some time.  Do help yourself to one (or more) of these 
if you can make use of one/them.  They will be at the back of church 
until the end of next Sunday’s 10am service.  We are keeping our 
embroidered kneelers and if, at any time, you would like to have one 
to use during a service, do speak to the Welcomers or Duty Warden. 
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Autumn Parties – Change of date 
As has become our custom, we will be holding autumn parties for our 
children and young people in half-term week.  We have realised that 
the date we gave you last week is the date of the Rugby World Cup 
final so, to avoid any clash of interest, the parties will now be on 
Friday 30 October.  Please put this date in your diary and watch out 
for invitations and more details.  In the meantime, Jane would love to 
hear from anyone who would like to help organise either the younger 
children's party or the party for our older children and young people.  
Offers of help to 434686 or jane@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 
Mission Action Plan 
‘Thank you’ to everyone who took the time to be part of our Away-
morning and who filled in the questionnaire to help us in our 
planning for the next few years at St Mark’s.  The DCC has now had 
an opportunity to decide on the main things that we will seek to 
explore and develop in the coming years.  These are: 

1. an informal monthly evening service 
2. the possibility of delivering cards to streets in our parish as we 

pray for them in our Cycle of Prayer 
3. the idea of having a ‘holiday at home’ in St Mark’s during the 

summer holidays 
4. how we can further creative relationships with people living in 

sheltered housing and residential homes 
5. a programme of one-off short talks and discussions 

If you would particularly like to be involved in any of the above, 
please do let Jane know.  
 
Christian Aid House to House Collection Hitchin & Villages 2015 
Collected £16,284.26 of which £7,369.49 was gift aided, adding a 
further £1,636 to give a grand total of £18,211.82.  This is only £40 
down on last year so thank you to all who organised and all who foot-
slogged!  Your efforts will enable Christian Aid in their work with the 
poorest of the poor.  With so much - needed - attention on the 
present migration of people across Europe, it is easy to forget the on-
going suffering elsewhere in the world.  Many thanks. 

Helen Richardson 

The Bishop’s Harvest Appeal – ‘Building Hope – opportunity for all’ 
The cash collection at today’s 10am service will go to the Bishop's 
Harvest Appeal which, this year, is supporting a project in Uganda 
whose aim is to enable children with disabilities to access school and 
so give them new opportunities and a brighter hope for the future.  
Most Ugandan children with disabilities do not attend school.  Our 
support for this project will help to build specially adapted 
classrooms and dormitories attached to a mainstream school in 
Rukungiri in the South West of Uganda.  To see video clips of the 
school go to: www.stalbans.anglican.org/faith/bishop-s-annual-
harvest-appeal/  
 
Update from GADRA, our 2015 Lent Appeal Charity 
The GADRA Matric School in Grahamstown, South Africa sends warm 
greetings and the following update about two of St Mark’s 
scholarship beneficiaries, Nolubabalo and Masibulele: 
“To date, the GADRA Matric School has enjoyed the best year in its 
illustrious history.  Specifically, the school produced over 100 
Bachelor passes in the June examinations for the very first time (the 
students are currently writing their Trial Examinations).  Masibulele is 
doing well in all four of his subjects, whilst Nolubabalo is doing well in 
two of her three subjects.  Furthermore, Masibulele has already been 
accepted to study at Rhodes in 2016!  This is a very far cry from 
where he started the year, and your generous donation is busy 
changing these two young people’s lives.” 
 
Team Service Collection in aid of Refugee Action 
Our Team Service in June, held as part of the Rhythms of the World 
Festival, coincided with International Refugee Week and had as its 
theme ‘Jesus the Refugee’.  The collection was made in aid of 
Refugee Action.  I thought you would like to know that we received a 
lovely letter from Stephen Hale, the Chief Executive of Refugee 
Action, thanking the parish for its donation of £602.19.  Thank you so 
very much to all of you who contributed towards this, and to those of 
you who continue to support the needs of refugees.  Please continue 
to hold in your prayers all people who flee home in search of safety.  
      Tricia Reed (Warden) 
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Forward planning for Christmas 
1 Proposed wreath-making workshop on Saturday 5 December 
I know it is early but I need to order moss etc. well in advance.  If you 
are interested in coming to the workshop, please let me know as 
soon as possible.     Val Chamberlain 
 

2 St Mark’s entry for the Christmas Tree Festival at Holy Saviour 
A slot has been booked for St Marks’s at the festival which takes 
place over the second weekend in December.  However, we don’t yet 
have anyone to decorate the tree!  If you would like to volunteer to 
be responsible for St Mark’s entry, either on your own or with other 
people, please let Jane (434686) know as soon as possible. 
 
November diary dates: 
 

St Mark’s Quiz Night: Friday 13 November at 7.00pm 
Start planning your teams now – maximum 6 per team – or just come 
along and be slotted into a team.  Either way, please buy your tickets 
in advance.  Tickets (£6 each, includes supper but bring your own 
drinks) are available now from Joy Hukin (455316) or Roger Sandy. 
 

Thursday Group Meeting: 5 November 7.45 for 8pm start  
In a change to our planned programme, we are now having a Body 
Shop sales evening – a chance to sample their range of products and 
an opportunity to order from the representative.  There will be items 
from their Christmas catalogue to view as well as their usual stock.  
All welcome.  Visitors £3 (inc refreshments and a raffle ticket). 
For further information, contact Val Conetta. 
 
North Herts Inter Faith Forum (NHIFF) – Thursday 15 October at 
7.30pm at Walsworth Road Baptist Church:  
AGM followed at 8pm by a talk on ‘Buddhist and Ignatian 
perspectives on the human dilemmas of meaning and longing for 
happiness’.  Guest speaker Terry Walsh SJ is a Jesuit priest and 
lecturer in philosophy at Heythrop College, the London Catholic 
University. Everyone is most welcome, NHIFF contact is: 
northhertsinterfaithforum@yahoo.co.uk 
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