
CTH Music Praise: 6.30pm at Christchurch TODAY 
Churches Together in Hitchin is holding its annual Music Praise event 
this evening.  Phil Jackson of Hitchin Christian Centre has once again 
brought together a number of choirs and music groups from member 
churches (including St Mark’s) to sing 1 or 2 items each and, in so 
doing, ‘make a joyful noise to the Lord’!  If you have been before, you 
will know what a great time of worship this is - if you haven't, do 
come along and share in this good occasion.  All are very welcome. 
 

Crèche 
St Mark's runs a crèche for babies and young children alongside 
Sunday School, which allows parents to join in with the service in 
church.  There are usually 3 - 6 children each week; many parents 
stay with their children, at least to start with, and the older children 
often join in with Sunday School activities.  We need more helpers to 
go on the crèche rota - this involves setting up the corner, staying 
with the children during the service and clearing away at the end.  It 
comes round about every 5 weeks but, obviously, the more people 
on the rota, the less frequently it comes round.  Please consider 
whether you could help with this - it doesn't matter if you've got your 
own child in the crèche too, or perhaps now your children are older 
you'd like to play with Thomas the Tank Engine occasionally!  Please 
talk to Maggie Mellersh if you'd like to know more.   
 

Receiving the news sheet by email or submitting notices 
If you would like either to receive this news sheet via email in future 
or would like to have a notice included in the next news sheet, please 
email deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring 456184. 
Please send notices for inclusion in the news sheet by 7pm on Wed 
evening. 
 

How to contact us 
While a few telephone numbers of church members may be included 
in this web version of the notice sheet, most contact details for events 
are published only in the hard copy, available in church.  If you have 
no access to this, please contact Deirdre Parr on 01462 456184 or e-
mail deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

  

 St Mark’s Church 

  Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 

18 October 2015 
Twentieth Sunday after Trinity 

 

Services today 

  8.00am Holy Communion (p29 in folder) 

10.00am Family Service (p5 in folder) 

11.15am Holy Communion (p29 in folder) 

  6.30pm Churches Together in Hitchin Music 
Praise at Christchurch 

 
Readings for today 

Isaiah 53:4-12 

Hebrews 5:1-10 

Mark 10:35-45 
 
 

St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers 
If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane, our Vicar, 
who will be at the back of the church at the end of the service.  
 
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

 
 
 

www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

 

 

Follow us on Twitter: @stmarkshitchin 
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Hymns for 10.00am 
 

JP 365 Hosanna, hosanna 

Song Sheet Our God is a great big God 

Song Sheet All through history 

SF 9 Brother, sister, let me serve you 

JP 341 From heaven you came, helpless babe 

JP 50 Give me oil in my lamp 

 

Diary for the week beginning Monday 19 October 
 

Mon 19 2.30pm Prayer Group meets at 221 Bedford Road 

Wed 21  9.15am 
7.00pm 

Morning Prayer 
Choir practice 

Thur 22 1.30pm 
6.30pm 
7.45pm 

Funeral of the late Joyce Richardson 
Group With No Name 
2Confused 

Fri 23 12.30pm Church Lunch 

Sat 24 9.45am Exploring Christianity Group 
 

Hall bookings – Thursday 22 to Saturday 24 October  
 

Thur 22 9.15-11.30am 
1.00-2.30pm 

Monkey Club 
Funeral in church 

Fri 23 11am-3pm Church Lunch 

Sat 24 9.30-11.15am 

1.30-4.30pm 

Exploring Christianity 

Party booking 
 

 

Next Sunday, 25 October – Last Sunday after Trinity 
 

  8.00am Holy Communion  

10.00am Holy Communion  

  2.00pm Baptism Service 

  3.30pm Baptism Service 
 

 

 
 

Suggestions for prayer 
 

From our Cycle of Prayer: 
The work of PHASE in Hitchin schools  
Local schools and colleges, their students and teachers  
King George’s Close, Deacons Way, Portman Close, Times Close 
 
From the Churches Together in Hitchin Prayer Link: 
We pray for the Churches Together in Hitchin Music Praise event this 
evening at Christchurch and for the choirs and music groups taking 
part.  Once again, may it be a time of rich blessing. 
Hitchin Christian Centre ask that we pray for their missionaries in 
Moldova, for fruitfulness, peace, support and fulfilment. 

 
Notices 

 

Pedalling Priests 
Thank you to everyone who sponsored and supported Jeni and Jane 
and all the ministers who cycled in aid of Phase last Saturday.  
Between the two bikes 168 miles were cycled.  We will let you know 
the final total raised once all the sponsor money has been collected. 
 
Autumn Parties: Friday, 30 October 
Once again, we are holding autumn parties for our children and 
young people in half-term week – 3 to 5pm in the hall for younger 
children, 6.30 to 8.30pm in the Vicarage for older ones.  Invitations 
are at the back of church today.  If you can offer help, Jane would 
love to hear from you on 434686 or jane@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 
Harvest at Westmill Lawns 
As the season of Harvest continues, we will be joining with the 
residents of Westmill Lawns in their communal lounge for a Harvest 
Songs of Praise on 29 October at 2.30pm.  Everyone is very welcome. 
 
Cards for Good Causes: 23 October to 15 December 
St Mary’s is once again hosting the temporary Charity Christmas card 
shop.  It will be open on Mondays, Wednesdays to Saturdays from 
10am to 4pm and on Tuesdays 11am to 4pm.  
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Rural Dean 
Jane has been appointed the new Rural Dean for Hitchin with Darren 
Collins of St George’s, Norton being appointed Assistant Rural Dean. 
Being Rural Dean means that Jane will have oversight of the churches 
in the Deanery, which covers Hitchin, Letchworth and the 
surrounding villages, and will be tasked with supporting the other 
clergy and laity across the churches.  This is an additional 
responsibility – Jane remains Team Vicar for St Mark's.  Jane and 
Darren's licensing and commissioning service will be in St Mark's on 
Thursday 12 November at 8pm.  Everyone will be very welcome at 
that service. 
 
Mission Action Plan 
‘Thank you’ to everyone who took the time to be part of our Away-
morning and who filled in the questionnaire to help us in our 
planning for the next few years at St Mark’s.  The DCC has now had 
an opportunity to decide on the main things that we will seek to 
explore and develop in the coming years.  These are: 

1. an informal monthly evening service 
2. the possibility of delivering cards to streets in our parish as we 

pray for them in our Cycle of Prayer 
3. the idea of having a ‘holiday at home’ in St Mark’s during the 

summer holidays 
4. how we can further creative relationships with people living in 

sheltered housing and residential homes 
5. a programme of one-off short talks and discussions 

If you would particularly like to be involved in any of the above, 
please do let Jane know.  
 
Thursday Group Meeting: 5 November 7.45 for 8pm start  
In a change to our planned programme, we are now having a Body 
Shop sales evening – a chance to sample their range of products and 
an opportunity to order from the representative.  There will be items 
from their Christmas catalogue to view as well as their usual stock.  
All welcome.  Visitors £3 (inc refreshments and a raffle ticket). 
For further information, contact Val Conetta. 
 

Cake Stall on Saturday 7 November in the Market Place 
The next St Mark’s bumper cake stall will be on 7 November from 
8.30am until we sell out.  As usual, all donations of cakes etc or 
money for ingredients will be gratefully received.  If you can help on 
the day, Judy Page or Joy Hukin would love to hear from you. 
 
St Mark’s Quiz Night: Friday 13 November at 7.00pm 
Start planning your teams now – maximum 6 per team – or just come 
along and be slotted into a team.  Either way, please buy your tickets 
in advance.  Tickets (£6 each, includes supper but bring your own 
drinks) are available now from Joy Hukin (455316) or Roger Sandy. 
 
Jewellery Party: 7.30pm on Tues, 24 November at 231 Bedford Rd 
I will be hosting the party as a partial fundraiser for St Mark’s.  The 
guest speaker, Melak, who is Hatton Garden trained, will give an 
insight into gold, silver and stones and will offer a selection of items 
at very affordable prices to view and purchase.  Entrance fee: £2.50.  
Refreshments (wine and cheese, coffee) will be offered.  Please let 
me know by Sunday, 8 November if this is of interest to you. 
                Joy Hukin (01462 455316) 
 
Proposed wreath-making workshop on Saturday 12 December 
If you would be interested in coming to the workshop, please let me 
know.  Val Chamberlain 
 
Two invitations from Phase: 
Monday, 3 November 8-9pm in the Lower School Hall at Hitchin 
Girls’ School – A Prayer Evening for anyone associated with Phase 
We would love to gather as many people as possible to thank God for 
all that is going on and to seek guidance on where we are heading. 
 

Saturday 14 November 7pm Quiz Night at Christchurch 
Teams of 6-8 – come as a team or join a team on the night.  £10 per 
person which includes a fish/sausage/vegetarian pancake roll and 
chip supper.  Book your place by emailing quiznight@phase-
hitchin.org 
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