
Prayer Ministry 
From today, Andrew, John, Jeni and Jane will take it in turns to be 
near the side altar for the first 10 minutes after the 10am service to 
listen, talk and pray with people.  Feel free to approach whoever is 
there if you wish to pray with someone or to be prayed for.  The 
space around the side altar remains available for you to be with your 
own thoughts, to pray by yourself or simply to light a candle.  If you 
want to talk to whoever is on ‘prayer duty’ (Jeni today) about a 
practical matter, please wait until they re-join everyone else in the 
hall.  
 

Jewellery Party at 231 Bedford Rd on Tues 1 December at 7.30pm 
A chance to hear a Hatton Garden trained jeweller talk about gold, 
silver and stones and to browse a selection of items for sale at very 
affordable prices.  Entrance fee: £2.50.  Refreshments (wine and 
cheese, coffee) will be offered.  If you are intending to be there, 
please ring Joy on 01462 455316. 
 
 
Receiving the news sheet by email or submitting notices 
If you would like either to receive this news sheet via email in future 
or would like to have a notice included in the next news sheet, please 
email deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring 456184. 
Please send notices for inclusion in the news sheet by 7pm on Wed 
evening. 
 
 
How to contact us 

While a few telephone numbers of church members may be included 
in this web version of the notice sheet, most contact details for events 
are published only in the hard copy, available in church.  If you have 
no access to this, please contact Deirdre Parr on 01462 456184 or e-
mail deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk

 

  

 St Mark’s Church 

  Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 

29 November 2015 
Advent Sunday 

Services today 

  8.00am Holy Communion (p73 in folder) 

10.00am Holy Communion (p73 in folder) 

  5.00pm Advent Carol Service 

 
Readings for today 

Isaiah 52:7-10 

Hebrews 1:1-4 

John 1:1-14 
 
 

St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers 
If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane, our Vicar or 
Jeni, our Curate, who will be at the back of the church at the end 
of the service.  Please also feel free to take and fill in one of the 
newcomers’ cards which you’ll find on the Welcomers’ table 
near the entrance to the hall.  
 
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

 
 

www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

 

 

Follow us on Twitter: @stmarkshitchin 
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Hymns for 10.00am 
 

AMNS 32 Sleepers, wake! 

AMNS 31 Come, thou long-expected Jesus 

AMNS 192 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven 

AMNS 405 O Day of God, draw nigh 

MP 457 Make way, make way 
 

Diary for the week beginning Monday 30 November 
 

Tue 1 
Dec 

5.30pm 
8.00pm 

Rainbows’ Carol Service at St Mark’s 
PCC meets at St Andrew’s School 

Wed 2  9.15am 
7.00pm 

Morning Prayer 
Choir Practice 

Thur 3 10.00am Communion at Westmill Lawns 

Fri 4 9.30am 
2.30pm 

Little Lions 
Carol Service at Westmill Lawns 

 

Hall bookings – Thursday 3 to Saturday 5 December  
 

Thur 3 9.00-11.30am Monkey Club 

Fri 4 9.00-11.30am Little Lions 

Sat 5 12noon-3pm Party booking 
 

Next Sunday, 6 December – Second Sunday of Advent 
 

  8.00am Holy Communion  

10.00am Holy Communion  

  8.00pm Sunday Social at The Angels 

 
Suggestions for prayer 

 

From our Cycle of Prayer we pray for: 
The Children’s Society and The Asian Student Christian Trust  
North Herts Inter-faith Forum and the local Muslim, Sikh, Buddhist, 
Hindu and Jewish communities 
Lancaster Road, York Road 
 

From the Churches Together in Hitchin Prayer Link we pray for: 
Christchurch as they hold their 'Experience Advent' this morning. 
The work with young people at St Mark's, praying particularly for the 
Group With No Name, 2Confused and Hot Chocolate. 
Hitchin Christian Centre as they coordinate the provision of 75 
Christmas hampers for local people and families in need.  We pray 
with them that churches, supermarkets and people in general will to 
provide all that they need for this venture.  
Our Lady’s Roman Catholic Church as they mark next weekend as the 
start of their Year of Mercy.  We pray for them as they endeavour to 
share the Lord's healing love with those who are alienated from the 
Faith or are in difficult situations. 
 

Notices 
 

Watson Birthday Lunch - 6 December  
Ella will become a teenager next Sunday, 6 December (and Peter will 
have had a moderately significant birthday on 4th).  We'd like to 
invite all from the St Mark's church family to join us for a bring-and-
share lunch after the 10am service until around 2:30pm to help us to 
celebrate the birthday(s).  Hope to see you there. 

Anne, Peter, Ella & Becky 
 
Pedalling Priests 
‘Thank you’ again to all who sponsored Jeni and Jane.  The final total 
raised by all the ministers in the town in aid of the work of Phase 
(School's Worker Project) was £3248, far exceeding our initial target. 
 
Exploring Christianity with Coffee and Croissants 
Our Saturday morning group is taking a break until the New Year.  We 
will be re-starting on 9 January and then meeting fortnightly.  We're 
starting a new course in January so it would be a great time to get 
involved if you'd like to.  You'd be very welcome. More details from 
Jane. 

Traidcraft Christmas Catalogues are now available at the back of the 
church.  Orders to Maggie Mellersh by 6 December please.  



Two Christmas Appeals: 
 

Christmas Hampers for North Herts Sanctuary  
Donations of Christmas goodies would be gratefully received, 
particularly the following festive items: 
tins of fruit, mince pies, Christmas cakes, crackers, sweets, 
chocolates, fancy biscuits, Christmas puddings etc.  Also crisps, 
peanuts, nibbles and fizzy drinks – Coke, Pepsi etc.  Please, NO 
ALCOHOL of any description! 
Please place your donation in the box provided at the back of church. 

 

‘Somewhere To Go’ Initiative 
The following toiletry items would be very welcome as gifts for the 
homeless people (mainly men) who will be visiting Walsworth Road 
Baptist Church: 
flannels, disposable razors, deodorants (roll-on NOT aerosol, please), 
shampoo, shower gel, toothbrushes and toothpaste.  NO food, 
sweets or drinks, thank you - see notice below for information about 
these donations.  Please wrap your gifts and label them, adding 

‘A gift from your friends at St Mark’s Church’ 
Please place your wrapped donation in the box provided at the back 
of church.  Many thanks.    Pastoral Group 

 

‘Somewhere to go’ at Walsworth Road Baptist Church 
The project to give homeless and vulnerable people somewhere to go 
when everywhere else is closed is opening at Walsworth Road Baptist 
Church this year on Christmas Day (11am - 5pm) and on 28 December 
and New Year’s Day (10am-4pm). If you would like to help, either by 
volunteering for an hour or two or by donating food or a Christmas 
jumper (or other warm clothes) in good condition, please contact 
barbara.liberty@btinternet.com or 07752875608. 
 
CTH Carols in the Market Place: Sunday, 13 Dec at 4pm 
Traditional carols will be introduced by Liz Bundy of Hitchin Christian 
Centre, who will have just taken over the chair of CTH, and Father 
Michael of Our Lady's.  The singing will be accompanied by Hitchin 
Band.  Do come along and bring others with you. 
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