
Christmas ‘thank yous’ 
A huge ‘thank you’ to everyone who contributed in any way to our 
Christmas celebrations this year.  The church looked wonderful 
(thanks to cleaners, flower arrangers, tree and crib decorators, 
furniture movers), the welcome people received was warm and 
inviting (thank you to all the welcomers and those who served 
refreshments), the services went with our normal mixture of 
formality and gentle chaos (thank you to the musicians, the servers, 
readers, intercessors, wardens and assistant wardens, leaders and 
members of our children’s and young people's groups, clergy and 
Reader colleagues), and the church was full time and time again.  So 
thank you all for helping us celebrate the birth of Christ through what 
you offered and your presence with us.  Happy New Year!           Jane 
 

Covenant Prayer 
On the first Sunday each January, we pray the Covenant Prayer, 
originating from the Methodist Church, as a way of rededicating 
ourselves to God and his service.  We shall pray it again today at the 
end of the 10am service.  You may wish to read it through 
beforehand and decide whether you feel able to join in praying it.  
You should not feel awkward about not doing so.  The prayer, which 
can be found inside the front cover of Carol Praise, is as follows: 
 

'I am no longer my own but yours. Put me to what you will, rank me 
with whom you will; put me to doing, put me to suffering; let me be 
employed for you, or laid aside for you, exalted for you, or brought 
low for you; let me be full, let me be empty, let me have all things, let 
me have nothing: I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things to your 
pleasure and disposal.  And now, glorious and blessed God, Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, you are mine and I am yours.  So be it.  And the 
covenant now made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven.' 
 

Receiving the news sheet by email or submitting notices 
If you would like either to receive this news sheet via email in future 
or would like to have a notice included in the next news sheet, please 
email deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring 456184. 
Please send notices for inclusion in the news sheet by 7pm on Wed 
evening.

 

  

 St Mark’s Church 

  Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 

3 January 2016 
Epiphany  

 

Services today 
 

  8.00am Holy Communion (p29 in folder) 

10.00am Family Communion (separate booklet) 

 
Readings for today 

 

Isaiah 60:1-6 

Ephesians 3:1-12 

Matthew 2:1-12 
 

 

St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers 
If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jeni, our Curate, 
who will be at the back of the church at the end of the service.  
Please also feel free to take and fill in one of the newcomers’ 
cards which you’ll find on the Welcomers’ table near the 
entrance to the hall. 
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

 
 

www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

 

 

Follow us on Twitter: @stmarkshitchin 

mailto:deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk
http://www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk/


Hymns for 10.00am 
 

CP 3 As with gladness men of old 

CP 33 Of the Father’s heart begotten 

CP 43 We three Kings of Orient are 

CP 20 Infant holy, infant lowly 

CP 2 Angels from the realms of glory 
 

Diary for the week beginning Monday 4 January 
 

Mon 4 2.30pm Prayer Group meets at 221 Bedford Rd 

Wed 6  9.15am 

7.00pm 

8.15pm 

Holy Communion for Epiphany 

Choir Practice 

Standing Committee meets 

Thur 7 10.00am 

7.45pm 

Holy Communion at Westmill Lawns 

Thursday Group meets in the hall 

Sat 9 9.45am Exploring Christianity Group 
 

Hall bookings – Thursday 7 to Saturday 9 January  
 

Thur 7 9.30-11.30am 

7.45-10.00pm 

Monkey Club  

Thursday Group 

Fri 8 9.30am-12 noon Twins Club 

Sat 9 9.45-11.30am Exploring Christianity Group 
 

Next Sunday, 10 January– Baptism of Christ 
 

  8.00am Holy Communion 

10.00am Holy Communion 

  4.00pm In Loving Memory Service (in association with 
Chenery’s Funeral Services) 

 

Suggestions for prayer 
 

From our Cycle of Prayer we pray for: 
St Mary’s 
Hitchin Foodbank and Christians against Poverty debt help 
Spellbrooke, Berkeley Close, Fosman Close 

From the Churches Together in Hitchin Prayer Link we pray for: 
Holy Saviour Church as they start to introduce their new monthly 
Family Holy Communion service which will bring together the 9:30 
and 11:15 congregations to worship as one; 
Wymondley Baptist Chapel  as they consider leadership options for 
the future; 
Walsworth Road Baptist Church as they commission their deacons 
and recommit themselves in faith and worship. 
 
Prayer Requests 
The sheet listing the people who are in need of long-term prayer 
support is available in church today.   
 

Notices 
 

Short Talks in 2016 – deadline for return of slips 
Please return suggestion slips to Andrew by today, 3 Jan or, if you  
would like more information, please speak to him after the service. 
 
Thursday Group: 7 January 7.45 for 8.00pm in the Church Hall 
This month’s meeting will be our AGM followed by games.  All are 
welcome.  Why not become a member? This is the best time to join 
and take advantage of the meetings for 2016.  Membership for the 
year is £5 then £2 per meeting at which refreshments are included 
(non-members £3 per meeting).  Hope to see you in 2016.   
       Val Conetta 
 
Traidcraft Stall: there will be a stall at the back of the church after 
the 10am service next Sunday, 10 January. 
 
In Loving Memory Service: 10 January at 4.00pm 
Next Sunday, we will be hosting a service on behalf of Chenery 
Funeral Services to which they are inviting families for whom they 
have conducted funerals during 2015.  This is a different service from 
our annual Memorial Service (which will happen on 26 June this 
year).  However, you are very welcome to join us for this service, 
even if you have not received an invitation from Chenery's directly. 
 


