
Christmas Services 
 

Sun 20 10.00am 

6.30pm 

Family Communion and Nativity 

Service of Lessons and Carols 
 

Christmas 
Eve 

4.00pm 

11.30pm 

Family Crib Service 

Midnight Communion Service 
 

Christmas 
Day 

8.00am 

10.00am 

Holy Communion (said) 

Family Communion 
 

Sun 27 10.00am Family Communion 

Please note, no 8.00am Communion 
 

 

Welcomers for Christmas Services 
Last week we appealed for volunteers to act as welcomers to help 
ensure we give a really good welcome to the many people who will 
be coming to St Mark’s over the Christmas period.  ‘Thank you’ to 
those of you who have already signed up for this task.  While some 
services are covered, we still need welcomers for others, especially 
for the Crib Service.  If you're able to offer to help in this way, please 
sign up on the list at the back of church. 
 

News sheet in December 
There will be no news sheet on 27 December so next Sunday’s news 
sheet will be the last one of 2015.  Please send any items for the next 
2 weeks to deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk (or ring 456184) by 
Wednesday 16th.  If you would like to receive this news sheet via 
email in future, please email Deirdre at the above address. 
 

How to contact us 

While a few telephone numbers of church members may be included 
in this web version of the notice sheet, most contact details for events 
are published only in the hard copy, available in church.  If you have 
no access to this, please contact Deirdre Parr on 01462 456184 or e-
mail deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

  

 St Mark’s Church 

  Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 

13 December 2015 
Third Sunday of Advent  

 

Services and events today 
 

  8.00am Holy Communion (p73 in folder) 

10.00am Holy Communion (p73 in folder) 

  4.00pm Churches Together in Hitchin Carols in 
the Market Place 

 
Readings for today 

 

Micah 5:2-5a 

Hebrews 10:5-10 

Luke 1:39-55 
 

St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers 
If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane, our Vicar or 
Jeni, our Curate, who will be at the back of the church at the end 
of the service.  Please also feel free to take and fill in one of the 
newcomers’ cards which you’ll find on the Welcomers’ table 
near the entrance to the hall.  
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

 
 

www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

 

 

Follow us on Twitter: @stmarkshitchin 

mailto:deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk
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Hymns for 10.00am 
 

AMNS 345 Christ is the King! O friends, rejoice 

AMNS 24 Hark, a thrilling voice is sounding 

MP 162 From heaven you came, helpless babe 

MP 375 Jesus, name above all names 

AMNS 139 Rejoice! The Lord is King 

 

 

Diary for the week beginning Monday 14 December 
 

Tue 15 2.00pm Strathmore Infants’ School Carol Service 

Wed 16  9.15am 
7.00pm 

Morning Prayer 
Choir Practice 

Thur 17 6.30pm GWNN and 2Confused Christmas Party 

Fri 18 9.30am 
2.30pm 

Little Lions 
Nativity Rehearsal 

 
 

Hall bookings – Thursday 17 to Saturday 19 December  
 

Thur 17 9.00-11.30am 
1.30-3.30pm 
6.30-9.00pm 

Monkey Club 
U3A Jazz Group 
GWNN and 2Confused  

Fri 18 9.00-11.30am 
2.30-4.00pm 

Little Lions 
Nativity Rehearsal 

Sat 19 9.00am-
12noon 

Flower Arrangers 

 
 

Next Sunday, 20 December – Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

  8.00am Holy Communion  

10.00am Family Communion and Nativity 

  6.30pm Service of Lessons and Carols 

 
 

Suggestions for prayer 
 

From our Cycle of Prayer we pray for: 
Sacristan, readers, intercession leaders, assistants and servers 
Westmill Community Centre, Bancroft Youth Centre  
Swinburne Avenue, Westmill Lane 
 

From the Churches Together in Hitchin Prayer Link we pray for 
today's Carols in the Market Place organised by Churches Together in 
Hitchin and being led by Father Michael and Liz Bundy with Hitchin 
Town Band.  
 

Notices 
 

Jewellery Party at 231 Bedford Rd on Mon 14 December at 7.30pm 
A second chance to hear a Hatton Garden trained jeweller talk about 
gold, silver and stones and to browse a selection of items for sale at 
very affordable prices.  Entrance fee: £2.50.  Refreshments (wine and 
cheese, coffee) will be offered. 
 
Prayer Ministry 
For the first 10 minutes after the 10am service, Andrew, John, Jeni 
and Jane are taking it in turn to be near the side altar to listen, talk 
and pray with people.  Feel free to approach whoever is there (John 
today) if you wish to pray with someone or to be prayed for.  The 
space around the side altar remains available for you to be with your 
own thoughts, to pray by yourself or simply to light a candle.   
 

Short Talks in 2016 
Please return suggestion slips to Andrew by Christmas or ask him for 
a blank slip.  If this means nothing to you and you’d like more 
information, please speak to him after the service. 
 
Light bulbs 
Following the recent electrical work at St Mark’s (new light fittings in 
the hall and entrance lobby), there are many light bulbs with plenty 
of life in them now going spare.  If you can use any of these, please 
help yourself from the box of bulbs at the back of church. 
 



Two Christmas Appeals: 
 

Christmas Hampers for North Herts Sanctuary  
Donations of Christmas goodies would be gratefully received, 
particularly the following festive items: 
tins of fruit, mince pies, Christmas cakes, crackers, sweets, 
chocolates, fancy biscuits, Christmas puddings etc.  Also crisps, 
peanuts, nibbles and fizzy drinks – Coke, Pepsi etc.  Please, NO 
ALCOHOL of any description! 
Please place your donation in the box provided at the back of church. 

 

Gifts for ‘Somewhere To Go’  
The following toiletry items would be very welcome as gifts for the 
homeless people (mainly men) who will be visiting Walsworth Road 
Baptist Church: 
flannels, disposable razors, deodorants (roll-on NOT aerosol, please), 
shampoo, shower gel, toothbrushes and toothpaste.  NO food, 
sweets or drinks, thank you - see notice below for information about 
these donations.  Please wrap your gifts and label them, marking 
them ‘M’ or ‘F’ if the present is gender specific and adding 

‘A gift from your friends at St Mark’s Church’ 
Please place your wrapped donation in the box provided at the back 
of church.  Many thanks. 

Pastoral Group 
 

Volunteering at ‘Somewhere to go’  
The project to give homeless and vulnerable people somewhere to go 
when everywhere else is closed is opening at Walsworth Road Baptist 
Church this year on Christmas Day (11am - 5pm) and on 28 December 
and New Year’s Day (10am-4pm). If you would like to help, either by 
volunteering for an hour or two or by donating food or a Christmas 
jumper (or other warm clothes) in good condition, please contact 
barbara.liberty@btinternet.com or 07752875608. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Social Events for 2016 
Anyone interested in helping to run a social event in 2016, or who 
has a good idea for an event, is invited to a one-off, brain-storming 
meeting at the Vicarage on Thursday, 14 January at 8pm.  If you can't 
make the meeting but would like to be involved, then please do let 
Jane know. 
 
Monthly Informal Evening Service 
As part of our Mission Action Plan, we are exploring the possibility of 
holding a monthly, informal service.  People have asked what 
'informal' means.  That is what we're going to be exploring and it may 
well mean a variety of things.  If you'd be interested in being part of 
exploring what this service will look like and in helping to plan the 
first couple of services, you'd be very welcome to join others 
exploring this for a preliminary meeting at the Vicarage on 
Wednesday, 20 January at 8pm. 
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