
Volunteers still needed at ‘Somewhere to go’  
The project to give homeless and vulnerable people somewhere to go 
when everywhere else is closed is opening at Walsworth Road Baptist 
Church on Christmas Day (11am - 5pm) and on 28 December and 
New Year’s Day (10am-4pm).  Christmas Day is now covered but 
help is still needed for the other two days.  If you would like to help, 
either by volunteering for an hour or two on 28 December or 1 
January or by donating food or a Christmas jumper (or other warm 
clothes) in good condition, please contact 
barbara.liberty@btinternet.com or 07752875608. 
 
Recycling in aid of Garden House Hospice 
Please remember that the Hospice can recycle your used printer 
cartridges and postage stamps.  These provide them with vital funds.  
You will find collection boxes for both at the back of church.  
       Ann Wakefield 
 
News sheet in December 
There will be no news sheet next Sunday, 27 December.  If you have 
any items for the next news sheet, which will appear on 3 January, 
please send them to deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk (or ring 
456184) by Wednesday 30 December. 
 
Receiving the news sheet by email 
If you would like to receive this news sheet via email in future, please 
email Deirdre at the above email address.
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Services today 
 

  8.00am Holy Communion (p73 in folder) 

10.00am Family Communion and Nativity 
(separate booklet) 

  6.30pm Service of Lessons and Carols 

 
Readings for today 

 

Isaiah 62:6-12 

Titus 3:4-7 

Luke 2:1-7 
 

St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers 
If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane, our Vicar or 
Jeni, our Curate, who will be at the back of the church at the end 
of the service.  If you would like to fill in a newcomers’ card, 
please ask a Welcomer for one.  
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

 
 

www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

 

 

Follow us on Twitter: @stmarkshitchin 

mailto:barbara.liberty@btinternet.com
mailto:deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk
http://www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk/


Hymns for 10.00am 
 

See separate hymns and readings sheet 
 

 

Diary for the week beginning Monday 21 December 
 

Mon 21 12.30pm Thanksgiving Service  

Wed 23  9.15am 

7.00pm 

Morning Prayer 

Choir Practice 

Christmas 
Eve 

4.00pm 

11.30pm 

Family Crib Service 

Midnight Communion Service 

Christmas 
Day 

8.00am 

10.00am 

Holy Communion 

Family Communion 
 

Hall bookings – Wednesday 23 to Saturday 26 December  
 

Wed 23  9.15-10.30am 

11.30am-12.30pm 

Morning Prayer 

Meditation Group 

Christmas 
Eve 

3.00-5.30pm 
 

Crib Service 

Christmas 
Day 

7.30-11.30am Services in church 

Sat 26                          No bookings 
 

Next Sunday, 27 December – First Sunday of Christmas 
 

10.00am Family Communion 

Please note, there will be no 8am service 
 

Hall bookings – Wednesday 30 December to Saturday 2 January  
 

Wed 30  9.15-10.30am 

11.30am-12.30pm 

Morning Prayer 

Meditation Group 

No bookings for remainder of the week 

 
The Clergy, Readers and Churchwardens of St Mark's would like to 
wish everyone a very joyful Christmas. 

 

Suggestions for prayer 
 

From our Cycle of Prayer we pray for: 
Churches Together in Hitchin  
People living with mental health issues and learning difficulties  
Old Hale Way, Brampton Park Road, Balmoral Road 

 

 
From the Churches Together in Hitchin Prayer Link we pray for 
all the churches in our town and those who will be leading services at 
them over the coming Christmas season.  May all who come to those 
services feel welcome and experience God's love in sending his Son 
into the world for us.   
We also pray for this year's 'Somewhere to Go' and for all those from 
our churches who will be giving of their time to others less fortunate 
than themselves over the Christmas and New Year period. 
 

Notices 
 

 
Prayer Group Meeting: 2.30 pm on 4 Jan at 221 Bedford Road 
All are welcome at our next meeting.  Further information from Clare 
Redd. 
 
Short Talks in 2016 – revised deadline for return of slips 
Please return suggestion slips to Andrew by 3 Jan or, if you haven’t 
had one and would like one or would just like more information, 
please speak to him after the service. 
 
Thursday Group: 7 January 7.45 for 8.00pm in the Church Hall 
The next Thursday Group meeting will be our AGM followed by 
games.  All are welcome.  Why not become a member? This is the 
best time to join and take advantage of the meetings for 2016.  
Membership for year is £5 then £2 per meeting at which 
refreshments are included (non-members £3 per meeting).  Hope to 
see you in 2016.      Val Conetta 
 
 



 
Two Christmas Appeals: 
 

Christmas Hampers for North Herts Sanctuary  
Donations of Christmas goodies would be gratefully received, 
particularly the following festive items: 
tins of fruit, mince pies, Christmas cakes, crackers, sweets, 
chocolates, fancy biscuits, Christmas puddings etc.  Also crisps, 
peanuts, nibbles and fizzy drinks – Coke, Pepsi etc.  Please, NO 
ALCOHOL of any description! 
Please place your donation in the box provided at the back of church. 

 

Gifts for ‘Somewhere To Go’  
The following toiletry items would be very welcome as gifts for the 
homeless people (mainly men) who will be visiting Walsworth Road 
Baptist Church: 
flannels, disposable razors, deodorants (roll-on NOT aerosol, please), 
shampoo, shower gel, toothbrushes and toothpaste.  NO food, 
sweets or drinks, thank you - see notice below for information about 
these donations.  Please wrap your gifts and label them, marking 
them ‘M’ or ‘F’ if the present is gender specific and adding 

‘A gift from your friends at St Mark’s Church’ 
Please place your wrapped donation in the box provided at the back 
of church.  Many thanks. 

Pastoral Group 
 

 
 


