
Volunteers needed for street collection on 13 February 
The Parish Church Council in partnership with Churches Together in 
Hitchin and other faith groups is carrying out a street collection in 
Hitchin on Saturday, 13 February in aid of the Syrian Arab Red 
Crescent Society, via the Red Cross, to provide funds for work with 
victims of the civil war in Syria, and to provide food and medical relief 
for those trapped, starving and injured in their home towns and 
cities.  This link is to the SARC website if you wish to see more 
information 
http://www.ifrc.org/en/what-we-do/where-we-work/middle-east-
and-north-africa/syrian-arab-red-crescent/ 
If you feel able to give 1-2 hours of your time on that day to stand 
with a member of another faith group at one of six locations in 
Hitchin and collect donations, please would you add your contact 
details to the sheet on the Welcomers’ table at the back of church.  If 
you would like to discuss what this volunteering might entail, please 
speak to Tricia Reed. 
There will also be a collection in church on 14 February for those of 
you who are unable to help but who may wish to donate. 
 
Receiving the news sheet by email 
If you would like to receive this news sheet via email in future please 
email deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring 456184. 
 
Notice sheet for 17 February 
If you have a notice to be included in next week’s sheet, please send 
it to jennifercmcquaid@gmail.com  by 7pm on Wednesday, 13 
January. 
 
How to contact us 

While a few telephone numbers of church members may be included 
in this web version of the notice sheet, most contact details for events 
are published only in the hard copy, available in church.  If you have 
no access to this, please contact Deirdre Parr on 01462 456184 or e-
mail deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

  

 St Mark’s Church 

  Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 

10 January 2016 
Baptism of Christ  

 

Services today 
 

  8.00am Holy Communion (p29 in folder) 

10.00am Holy Communion (p15 in folder) 

4.00pm In Loving Memory Service 

 
Readings for today 

 

Isaiah 43:1-7 

Acts 8:14-17 

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 

 

St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers 
If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane, our Vicar or 
Jeni, our Curate, who will be at the back of the church at the end 
of the service.  Please also feel free to take and fill in one of the 
newcomers’ cards which you’ll find on the Welcomers’ table 
near the entrance to the hall. 
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

 
 

www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

 

 

Follow us on Twitter: @stmarkshitchin 
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Hymns for 10.00am 
 

AMNS 49 O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness 

AMNS 526 When Jesus came to Jordan 

AMNS 147 Crown him with many crowns 

MP 612 Spirit of the Living God 

MP 31 Amazing grace 
 

Diary for the week beginning Monday 11 January 
 

Wed 13  9.15am Morning Prayer 

No choir practice 

Thur 14 6.30pm 

7.45pm 

8.00pm 

Group With No Name 

2Confused 

Social Activities Meeting at the Vicarage 

Fri 15 9.30am Little Lions 
 

Hall bookings – Thursday 14 to Saturday 16 January  
 

Thur 14 6.30-9.00pm GWNN and 2Confused 

Fri 15 9.00-11.30am Little Lions 

Sat 16 10.30am-1.30pm Party booking 
 

Next Sunday, 17 January – Second Sunday of Epiphany 
 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.00am Family Service 

11.15am Holy Communion 

 
Suggestions for prayer 

 

From the Churches Together in Hitchin Prayer Link we pray for: 
The Built on Faith, Bibleway Church who ask that we remember in 
our prayers, both today and in the future, the new Westmill 
Community Centre that is opening soon. 
All involved in the Alpha course that will be running at Christchurch 
for the next eleven weeks. 
 

From our Cycle of Prayer we pray for: 
St Mark’s crèche, Sunday School, Travellers, Pathfinders, Hot 
Chocolate Club and uniformed groups  
MP for Hitchin, North Herts District Council and Herts County Council 
Moss Way, Kings Hedges, Dugdale Court 
 

Notices 
 

 

Annual Team Service and Christingle Service on 7 February 
On 7 February, we are joining the other churches in the Team for our 
annual joint service.  The service will be held at St Mary's Church, 
beginning at 10am.  The Bishop of St Albans will be taking the service 
and preaching.  During the service, our new Team, which will now 
include the churches of All Saints, St Paul's Walden and St Martin’s, 
Preston, will be formally launched.  We have been working with 
these two churches for a number of years but we are now forming a 
new team of Hitchin and St Paul's Walden.  As a result of this joint 
service, there will be no 10.00am service in St Mark's on 7 February.  
However, there will be a said service of Holy Communion at 8am as 
normal and then in the afternoon at 4pm we are holding a Christingle 
Service to mark the festival of Candlemas which brings to an end the 
church's observance of Christmas for another year.  You would be 
very welcome at any or all of these services. 
 

Help needed on 7 February 
Gail Young is organising the children’s activities and crèche at the 
joint service in St Mary’s and desperately needs help!  Please contact 
her if you can help. 
 

Church Lunch: 22 January at 12.30pm 
If you are planning to come to the first church lunch of 2016, please 
sign the list which you’ll find at the back of church today. 
 

Taizé Service: 31 January at 6.30pm 
Once again, St Mark’s will be inviting other churches to join us for a 
Taizé-style service.  If you can help with refreshments after the 
service by providing some biscuits or cake and/or serving tea and 
coffee, please sign the list at the back of church. 



Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 18 to 25 January 
This Week of Prayer is marked throughout the world each year and 
Churches Together in Hitchin is marking it, and the days around it, in 
three ways: 
- On Sundays 17 and 24 January, our ministers will be preaching in 
different churches as part of our pulpit exchange 
- On Sunday 24 January, there will be a united service at 6.30pm in St 
Faith's Church; during this service, Liz Bundy of Hitchin Christian 
Centre will be welcomed as the new Chairwoman of Churches 
Together and she will share her testimony with us. 
- On Sunday 31 January at 6.30 pm, St Mark's is holding a service of 
reflection with Taizé Community-style music, to which all are invited. 
The theme for the Week, chosen this year by the churches of Latvia, 
is ‘Salt of the Earth’.  This will be the basis of our service on the 24th 
and if you would like to use prayers and readings for each day of the 
Week, these can be found on the Churches Together in Britain and 
Ireland website: http://www.ctbi.org.uk 
Further details from John Richardson 01462 435595. 
  
Lent 2016  
Churches Together in Hitchin (CTH) are organising Lent groups this 
year.  The groups will start in the week beginning Sunday, 14 
February and will run for five weeks up to Holy Week.  Monday, 21 
March is the beginning of Holy Week.  The study is entitled All is Gift 
and is written by Barbara Wood of Churches Together in Kew.  It 
covers gifts from God to us such as time, talents and skills, our 
treasures and being a worthy steward.  There are plenty of discussion 
questions for leaders of groups.  If you would like to give your time 
and talents either to be a host of a group in your home or to lead a 
group, please let me know by Monday 18 January.  Please include 
your contact details and which times you are able to offer i.e. 
morning, afternoon or evening and on which days.  Helen Richardson 
07880 682681 – texting is fine - or 01462 435595. 
  

 


