
Volunteers needed for street collection on 13 February 
The Parish Church Council in partnership with Churches Together in 
Hitchin and other faith groups is carrying out a street collection in 
Hitchin on Saturday, 13 February in aid of the Syrian Arab Red 
Crescent Society, via the Red Cross, to provide funds for work with 
victims of the civil war in Syria, and to provide food and medical relief 
for those trapped, starving and injured in their home towns and 
cities.  This link is to the SARC website if you wish to see more 
information 
http://www.ifrc.org/en/what-we-do/where-we-work/middle-east-
and-north-africa/syrian-arab-red-crescent/ 
If you feel able to give 1-2 hours of your time on that day to stand 
with a member of another faith group at one of six locations in 
Hitchin and collect donations, please would you add your contact 
details to the sheet on the Welcomers’ table at the back of church.  If 
you would like to discuss what this volunteering might entail, please 
speak to Tricia Reed.   
There will also be a collection in church on 14 February for those of 
you who are unable to help but who may wish to donate. 
 
 
Receiving the news sheet by email or submitting notices 
If you would like either to receive this news sheet via email in future 
or would like to have a notice included in the next news sheet, please 
email deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring 456184. 
Please send notices for inclusion in the news sheet by 7pm on Wed 
evening 
 
How to contact us 

While a few telephone numbers of church members may be included 
in this web version of the notice sheet, most contact details for events 
are published only in the hard copy, available in church.  If you have 
no access to this, please contact Deirdre Parr on 01462 456184 or e-
mail deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

 

  

 St Mark’s Church 

  Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 

24 January 2016 
Third Sunday of Epiphany  

 

Services and events today 
 

  8.00am Holy Communion (p29 in folder) 

10.00am Holy Communion (p15 in folder) 

6.30pm United Service at St Faith’s for Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity 

6.45pm Youth Alpha 

 
Readings for today 

 

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 

Luke 4:14-21 
 

St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers 
If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane, our Vicar or 
Jeni, our Curate, who will be at the back of the church at the end 
of the service.  Please also feel free to take and fill in one of the 
newcomers’ cards which you’ll find on the Welcomers’ table 
near the entrance to the hall. 
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

 
 

www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

 

 

Follow us on Twitter: @stmarkshitchin 
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Hymns for 10.00am 
 

AMNS 356 Father, Lord of all Creation 

AMNS 473 I come with joy to meet my Lord 

AMNS 125 O for a thousand tongues 

SF 9 Brother, sister, let me serve you 

AMNS 458 Forth in the peace of Christ we go 
 

Diary for the week beginning Monday 25 January 
 

Tue 26 8.00pm District Church Council meets 

Wed 27  9.15am 

7.00pm 

Morning Prayer 

Choir Practice 

Thur 28 6.30pm 

7.15pm 

7.45pm 

Group With No Name 

Pastoral and Bereavement groups meet 

2Confused 

Fri 29 1.30pm Visit to church by Year 2 from Oughton 
Primary School 

 

Hall bookings – Thursday 28 to Saturday 30 January  
 

Thur 28 9.30-11.30am 

6.30-9.00pm 

Monkey Club  

GWNN and 2Confused 

Fri 29 1.30-2.45pm Visit by Oughton Primary to 
church – not using the hall 

Sat 30                           No bookings 
 

Next Sunday, 31 January – Candlemas 
 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.00am Holy Communion 

6.30pm Taizé Service 

6.45pm Youth Alpha 

 
 
 

Suggestions for prayer 
 

From our Cycle of Prayer we pray for: 
The Society of Friends  
Prisoners and their families 
Periwinkle Lane, Water Lane  
 
From the Churches Together in Hitchin Prayer Link: 
We pray for the Churches Together in Hitchin united service being 
held this evening at St Faith's, asking that it may be an occasion of 
great blessing.  We remember especially Liz Bundy who will be 
welcomed and prayed for as she takes over the chair of Churches 
Together in Hitchin. 

 
Notices 

 

 

Taizé Service next Sunday – help with refreshments needed, please! 
Once again, we are inviting other churches to join us for a Taizé-style 
service.  If you can help with refreshments after the service by 
providing some biscuits or cake and/or serving tea and coffee, please 
sign the list at the back of church today. 
 
St Mark’s Cycle of Prayer 2016 
Tucked in your news sheet today you will find a copy of the 2016 
Cycle of Prayer which, over a period of a month, enables us to pray 
regularly for a variety of people and organisations, some reflecting 
aspects of the life of the wider community and others of particular 
interest to our own district and church.  Do take this home to use 
throughout the year. 
 
Books left in church 
There have been a couple of newish looking books left in church in a 
green plastic bag.  If anyone would like to claim them, please see 
Jane. 
 
Charity cards/notelets free to a good home 
If you can make use of them, do help yourself to any of the charity 
cards/notelets in the shoebox at the back of church.  Pam and Mike 



 
Welcomers at St Mark’s 
Currently we have a team of 22 welcomers who, working in pairs on a 
rota basis, make sure that people are given both the books and 
papers they need for the service and, very importantly, a warm 
welcome on arrival at St Mark’s.  Louise will shortly be drawing up 
the new rota which will start on 3 April.  If you would like to join this 
team of people carrying out this very important ministry, or if you are 
a current welcomer who, for whatever reason, no longer feels able to 
continue, please contact Louise Wills.  A (refresher) training session is 
planned. 
 
St Mark’s Directory 
In December 2014, we published the St Mark’s Directory which 
contains contact details for 125 congregation members and photos of 
most of these people.  Having had some move away in the last year 
and others join us, it is now time to update the directory.  The plan is 
to produce an update sheet showing amendments and additions for 
those of you who signed up to have your own copy of the 2014 
directory (you will automatically receive this once the revisions have 
been made) and to produce some full copies of the revised version 
for those who didn’t get one.  At the back of church today you will 
find: 
- a master copy of the 2014 version for you to check and make 
amendments to your entry if necessary – I am aware of 4 errors in 
that version; please check for others and write the amendment on 
the master sheets. 
- a sign-up sheet for those of you who are not in the current directory 
but would like to be included in the revised version. 
If you are happy to have your photo included in the directory, you 
will find me, plus camera, at the back of church today and next week. 
When the revised directory is ready I’ll issue a sign-up sheet for that. 
             Deirdre Parr 
 
 
 
 

 
Confirmation 
On 17 July, there will be a confirmation service at St Faith's church, at 
which the bishop 'confirms' those who would like to take that step on 
their Christian journey.  Confirmation offers a chance to explore what 
the Christian faith is all about and to make a public decision that we 
want to try to live our life following God.  Joining a group exploring 
what that means does not mean that you have to be confirmed at 
the end.  Rather, it is a chance to learn a little more, to ask questions 
and to explore alongside others.  If you would be interested in 
exploring the possibility of being confirmed in the summer, do talk to 
Jane, Jeni, Andrew or John.  There will also be a confirmation 
information session at St Mary's on 2 April at 10.00am. 
 
Four Churches Together in Hitchin events to which all are invited: 
 

- This evening, 24 January, there will be a united service at 6.30 pm 
in St Faith's Church.  During this service, Liz Bundy of Hitchin 
Christian Centre will be welcomed as the new Chairwoman of 
Churches Together and she will share her testimony with us. 
 

- Next Sunday, 31 January at 6.30 pm, St Mark's is holding a service 
of reflection with music from the Taizé Community. 
 

- On Monday 8 February, 8.00 pm at Tilehouse Street Baptist 
Church, the Churches Together in Hitchin Council will take place.  
There will be a few items of business then a session on church work 
with children and young people, presented by the Hitchin Churches 
Youth and Children's Forum.  
 

- On Wednesday 10 February, 12.30 pm at Holy Saviour, there will 
be the annual Ash Wednesday lunch for Christian Aid.  Soup, rolls, 
fruit, plus a Traidcraft stall.  
 

Information about all the above from John Richardson - 01462 
435595. 

 
 
 



Lent Groups organised by Churches Together in Hitchin 
A list of people who have kindly offered their homes and time to hold 
these groups is in church today.  Using the booklet entitled All Is Gift 
by Barbara Wood of Kew, the groups offer the chance to meet and 
learn with people from other churches in informal friendly discussion. 
Participants may join in the discussion or simply listen to others.  Do 
sign up for one.  There are times to suit all.  Further information from 
Helen Richardson 01462 435595. 

Foodbank collection: 31 January 
If you wish to donate to next Sunday’s Foodbank collection, the 
following are the items which are most urgently needed: UHT juice 
and milk; dried milk; instant mash; heavyweight carrier bags.  Please 
note that toiletries are not required at present.  Thank you for your 
continuing support.  
 
Thursday Group meeting: 4 February, 7.45pm in the church hall  
The next Thursday Group meeting will be a talk entitled “Canine 
Partners”.  This will be a chance to hear about the assistance given by 
specially trained dogs to aid the lives of physically-challenged people 
within their own homes.  We are hoping to be introduced to the 
trainee puppies as the speaker has suggested she will demonstrate 
their unique abilities at our meeting.  All welcome. Visitors £3 
(including refreshments).         Val Conetta (01462 624910) 
 
Easter Eggs  
Easter is early this year, so get your Real Easter Eggs ordered!  The 
Real Easter Egg is the only Fairtrade one which shares the Easter 
story in the form of an illustrated storybook.  Original- £3.99, Dark- 
£5.50, Special Edition- £9.99.  Please sign up on the order form at the 
back of church by the end of February (they do tend to sell out fast! 
       Maggie Mellersh 
 
 
 
 


