
Welcomers at St Mark’s 
Currently we have a team of 22 welcomers who, working in pairs on a 
rota basis, make sure that people are given both the books and 
papers they need for the service and, very importantly, a warm 
welcome on arrival at St Mark’s.  Louise will shortly be drawing up 
the new rota which will start on 3 April.  If you would like to join this 
team of people carrying out this very important ministry, or if you are 
a current welcomer who, for whatever reason, no longer feels able to 
continue, please contact Louise Wills.  A (refresher) training session is 
planned. 
 
St Mark’s Directory 
The 2014 Directory is still at the back of church today for you to 
check and make amendments to your entry if necessary.  There is 
also a sheet to fill in if you are not in the current directory but would 
like to be included in the revised version.  I shall be at the back of 
church after the service with my camera at the ready if you would 
like your photo to be included in the 2016 directory.      Deirdre Parr 
 
News sheet for next Sunday 
Although there will be no 10.00am service here on 7 February, there 
will still be a news sheet.  There will be paper copies in church for 
those attending the 8.00am or Christingle services and the 88 people 
who receive it by email every week will get it as normal so, if you 
have items for the week beginning 7 February, do send them in the 
usual way (see below). 
 
Receiving the news sheet by email or submitting notices 
If you would like either to receive this news sheet via email in future 
or would like to have a notice included in the next news sheet, please 
email deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring 456184. 
Please send notices for inclusion in the news sheet by 7pm on Wed 
evening
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Services and events today 
 

  8.00am Holy Communion (p29 in folder) 

10.00am Holy Communion (p15 in folder) 

6.30pm Taizé Service 

6.45pm Youth Alpha in the Vicarage 

 
Readings for today 

 

Malachi 3:1-5 

Hebrews 2:14-18 

Luke 2:22-40 
 

St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers 
If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane, our Vicar or 
Jeni, our Curate, who will be at the back of the church at the end 
of the service.  Please also feel free to take and fill in one of the 
newcomers’ cards which you’ll find on the Welcomers’ table 
near the entrance to the hall. 
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

 
 

www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

 

 

Follow us on Twitter: @stmarkshitchin 

mailto:deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk
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Hymns for 10.00am 
 

AMNS 131 Love divine, all loves excelling 

AMNS 154 Gracious Spirit, Holy Ghost 

AMNS 161 Christ is our corner-stone 

SF 14 Teach me to dance 

AMNS 345 Christ is the King! O friends, rejoice 
 

Diary for the week beginning Monday 1 February 

Mon 1 2.30pm Prayer Group meets at 6 Fosman Close 

Wed 3  9.15am 

7.00pm 

8.15pm 

Morning Prayer 

Choir Practice 

Worship Committee at the Vicarage 

Thur 4 10.00am Holy Communion at Westmill Lawns 

Fri 5 9.30am Little Lions 

Sat 6 9.45am Exploring Christianity Group 
 

Hall bookings – Thursday 4 to Saturday 6 February  
 

Thur 4 9.30-11.30am 

7.30-10.00pm 

Monkey Club  

Thursday Group 

Fri 5 9.00-11.30am Little Lions 

Sat 6 9.30-11.30am 

2.30-5.30pm 

Exploring Christianity Group 

Party booking 
 

Next Sunday, 7 February – Sunday next before Lent 
 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.00am Joint Service at St Mary’s – there will be no service at 
St Mark’s at 10.00am 

4.00pm Christingle Service 

6.45pm Youth Alpha 

 
 
 

 
Suggestions for prayer 

 

From our Cycle of Prayer we pray for: 
Christian Aid 
The United Nations and all engaged in peace-making  
Members of St Mark’s who live outside the district 
 
From the Churches Together in Hitchin Prayer Link: 
We unite in prayer today for the Taizé service being held tonight at St 
Mark’s and ask that it may be a time of prayerful renewal. 

 
Notices 

 

 

 

St Mark’s Cycle of Prayer 2016 
If you didn’t get a copy of this last week, do help yourself to one from 
the Welcomers’ table today and take it home to use throughout the 
year. 
 
An Hour of Prayer 
At the moment we have quite a few members of our church family 
who are battling with serious illnesses.  Sometimes it is hard to know 
how to help but something we can all do is to pray.  On 15 February 
at 8.00pm, we are going to hold an hour of prayer in church to pray 
for all those who are facing these challenging times, for their families 
and for any others people wish to pray for.  We would love you to 
join us as we pray together.  If you're unable to join us in church, you 
might like to pray at home during this time.  During the hour, there 
will be time for quiet but also some led prayers, readings and a few 
quiet hymns.  If you would like to know a little more about what it 
will contain, you will find an outline of the hour at the back of church. 

 
Prayer Group 
The regular Prayer Group, which aims to meet fortnightly, next meets 
tomorrow at 6 Fosman Close.  All are welcome. For more 
information, please contact Clare Redd. 
 



Annual Team Service and Christingle Service next Sunday 
On 7 February, we are joining the other churches in the Team for our 
annual joint service which will be held at 10am at St Mary's Church.  
The Bishop of St Albans will be taking the service and preaching.  
During the service, our new Team, which will now include the 
churches of All Saints, St Paul's Walden and St Martin’s, Preston, will 
be formally launched.  Consequently, there will be no 10am service in 
St Mark's next Sunday.  However, there will be a said service of Holy 
Communion at 8am as normal and then, at 4pm, we are holding a 
Christingle Service to mark the festival of Candlemas which brings to 
an end the church's observance of Christmas for another year.  You 
would be very welcome at any or all of these services. 
 
Informal Evening Service 
As part of our recently completed Mission Action Plan, we agreed to 
explore holding a monthly informal service.  We've begun the process 
of thinking what that service will look like.  At the back of church for 
the next two weeks is a sheet with our thoughts so far.  Please do 
take time to have a look and add anything to it.  We are holding a 
further meeting on 29 February at 8.00pm at the Vicarage to plan the 
first two services.  If you would like to join us and help with the 
planning, you would be very welcome.  Our first informal service will 
be on 3 April at 6.30pm, and then on the first Sunday of each month. 
 

Confirmation 
On Sunday 17 July, there will be a confirmation service at St Faith's 
church, at which the bishop 'confirms' those who would like to take 
that step on their Christian journey.  Confirmation offers a chance to 
explore what the Christian faith is all about and to make a public 
decision that we want to try to live our life following God.  Joining a 
group exploring what that means does not mean that you have to be 
confirmed at the end.  Rather, it is a chance to learn a little more, to 
ask questions and to explore alongside others.  If you would be 
interested in exploring the possibility of being confirmed in the 
summer, do talk to Jane, Jeni, Andrew or John.  There will also be a 
confirmation information session at St Mary's on 2 April at 10.00am. 
 

Thursday Group meeting: 4 February, 7.45pm in the church hall  
The next meeting will be a talk entitled “Canine Partners” – a chance 
to hear about the assistance given by specially trained dogs to aid the 
lives of physically-challenged people within their own homes and to 
see some trainee puppies demonstrate their unique abilities.  All 
welcome.  Visitors £3 (including refreshments). Val Conetta  
 
Time to order your Real Easter Eggs!  
‘The Real Easter Egg’ is the only Fairtrade egg which shares the Easter 
story in the form of an illustrated storybook.  Please sign up on the 
order form at the back of church by the end of February – they do 
tend to sell out fast!      Maggie Mellersh 
 
A ‘massive thank you’ from PHASE  
We are extremely pleased to let you know that through the Phase 
November £4 Campaign the total raised through church member 
giving, individual & trust donations and the quiz night was just over 
£11,000!!  This is an amazing amount to raise but we are also thrilled 
that, at the same time, we have raised awareness about Phase.  We 
have had 11 new partners from within the churches sign up for 
regular monthly giving, which means our partner total now stands at 
115.  If you would like to know more or have any questions about 
Phase, please do not hesitate to get in contact: 01462 422940, 
office@phase-hitchin.org 
 
Two Churches Together in Hitchin events to which all are invited: 
 

- On Monday 8 February, 8.00 pm at Tilehouse Street Baptist 
Church, the Churches Together in Hitchin Council will take place.  
There will be a few items of business then a session on church work 
with children and young people, presented by the Hitchin Churches 
Youth and Children's Forum.  
 

- On Wednesday 10 February, 12.30 pm at Holy Saviour, there will 
be the annual Ash Wednesday lunch for Christian Aid.  Soup, rolls, 
fruit, plus a Traidcraft stall.  
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Lent Groups organised by Churches Together in Hitchin 
A list of people who have kindly offered their homes and time to hold 
these groups is in church today.  Using the booklet entitled All Is Gift 
by Barbara Wood of Kew, the groups offer the chance to meet and 
learn with people from other churches in informal friendly discussion. 
Participants may join in the discussion or simply listen to others. Do 
sign up for one. There are times to suit all.  Further information from 
Helen Richardson on 01462 435595. 

 
St Valentine's Day Concert: 14 Feb, 3.30pm at Holy Saviour Church 
The concert will be given by Lois Murray (soprano), James Risdon 
(recorders), Gillian Hughes (clarinet), Janet Tothill (double bass) and 
Trevor Hughes (keyboards) with Clare Fleck (narrator).  The 
programme begins with romantic music from the 18th century and 
moves forward in time in the second half to a medley of songs from 
the musicals of George Gershwin.  Proceeds in aid of Holy Saviour 
Church.  Admission by programme: Adults £10, Concessions £8, 
Students FREE. 
 

St Faith’s Pantomime: ‘Puss in Boots’ on 19 and 20 February 
St Faith’s Church are pleased to invite you to their pantomime which 
offers fun and family entertainment for all ages.  Performances are at 
7pm on Friday 19 and Saturday 20 February, with a matinée 
performance at 2.30pm on the Saturday.  Tickets are available from 
the box office now on 01462 451015 and cost £7 per adult and £4 per 
child under 12.  To avoid disappointment, early booking is advised. 
 
 


