
‘Thank you’ 
A very big ‘thank you’ to all those who responded so generously to 
the two Christmas Appeals.  Your generosity allowed us to distribute 
several large carrier bags full of Christmas goodies to the North Herts 
Sanctuary and two large boxes of wrapped gifts to the ‘Somewhere 
to Go’ event at Walsworth Road Baptist Church.   
Both organisations were truly grateful for your kind gifts given so 
generously to those people less fortunate than others.  A letter of 
thanks from the North Herts Sanctuary is on the notice board at the 
back of church.  Our thanks again. 

         St Mark’s Pastoral/Bereavement Group 
 

Two Churches Together in Hitchin events to which all are invited: 
 

- On Monday 8 February, 8.00 pm at Tilehouse Street Baptist 
Church, the Churches Together in Hitchin Council will take place.  
There will be a few items of business then a session on church work 
with children and young people, presented by the Hitchin Churches 
Youth and Children's Forum.  
 

- On Wednesday 10 February, 12.30 pm at Holy Saviour, there will 
be the annual Ash Wednesday lunch for Christian Aid.  Soup, rolls, 
fruit, plus a Traidcraft stall.  
 

Information about both the above from John Richardson - 01462 
435595 
 
Collecting Active Kids vouchers 
Once again, St Mark’s uniformed groups are collecting Sainsbury’s 
Active Kids vouchers and would be grateful for any you can donate.  
Please either hand them to Mark Lally or Rachel Drury or leave them 
in the box at the back of church.  

 
Receiving the news sheet by email or submitting notices 
If you would like either to receive this news sheet via email in future 
or would like to have a notice included in the next news sheet, please 
email deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring 456184. 
Please send notices for inclusion in the news sheet by 7pm on Wed 
evening

 

  

 St Mark’s Church 

  Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 

7 February 2016 
Sunday next before Lent  

 

Services and events today 
 

  8.00am Holy Communion (p29 in folder) 

10.00am Joint Service at St Mary’s –  no 
service at St Mark’s at this time 

4.00pm Christingle Service 

6.45pm Youth Alpha 

8.00pm Sunday Social at The Angels 

 
Readings for today 

 

Exodus 24:29-35 

2 Corinthians 2:12-4:2 

Luke 9:28-36 
 

St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers 
If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane, our Vicar or 
Jeni, our Curate.  Please also feel free to take and fill in one of 
the newcomers’ cards which you’ll find on the Welcomers’ table 
near the entrance to the hall. 
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

 
 

www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

 

 

Follow us on Twitter: @stmarkshitchin 

mailto:deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk
http://www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk/


Diary for the week beginning Monday 8 February 
 

Mon 8 8.00pm CTH meets at Tilehouse Street Baptist 
Church 

Wed 10 
Ash 
Wednesday  

9.15am 

7.00pm 

8.00pm 

Holy Communion 

Choir Practice 

Holy Communion 

Thur 11 6.30pm 

7.45pm 

8.00pm 

Group With No Name 

2Confused 

PCC meets at St Mark’s 

Sat 13 Street collection supporting Red Cross/Red Crescent 
work among Syrian refugees. 

 

Hall bookings – Thursday 11 to Saturday 13 February  
 

Thur 11 6.30-9.00pm GWNN and 2Confused 

Fri 12 9.00am-12noon 
7.00-9.00pm 

Twins Club 
IME Training 

Sat 13 1.30-4.30pm Party booking 
 

Next Sunday, 14 February – First Sunday of Lent 
 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.00am Holy Communion 

6.45pm Youth Alpha 

 
Suggestions for prayer 

 

From the Churches Together in Hitchin Prayer Link, we pray for:  

  PHASE as they launch Creative Space, a drop-in service for young 
people who have been through their self-harm support course. 
(PHASE February Prayer Guide available from the Welcomers’ table.) 
Holy Saviour’s Shrove Tuesday Pancake Day meals, asking that all 
involved will benefit from the Christian companionship. 
The Ash Wednesday Lunch at Holy Saviour Church with proceeds to 
Christian Aid. 
Saturday’s street collection supporting Red Cross/Red Crescent work 
among Syrian refugees. 

From our Cycle of Prayer we pray for: 
All Saints St Paul’s Walden, St Martin’s Preston and other village  
churches  
Relate and Cruse bereavement care 
Wellingham Avenue, Bowyers Close, Castle Court 
 

Notices 
 

An Hour of Prayer 
At the moment we have quite a few members of our church family 
who are battling with serious illnesses.  Sometimes it is hard to know 
how to help but something we can all do is to pray.  On 15 February 
at 8.00pm, we are going to hold an hour of prayer in church to pray 
for all those who are facing these challenging times, for their families 
and for any others people wish to pray for.  We would love you to 
join us as we pray together.  If you're unable to join us in church, you 
might like to pray at home during this time.  During the hour, there 
will be time for quiet but also some led prayers, readings and a few 
quiet hymns.  If you would like to know a little more about what it 
will contain, you will find an outline of the hour at the back of church. 
 
Informal Evening Service 
As part of our recently completed Mission Action Plan, we agreed to 
explore holding a monthly informal service.  We've begun the process  
of thinking what that service will look like.  At the back of church for 
the next two weeks is a sheet with our thoughts so far.  Please do 
take time to have a look and add anything to it.  We are holding a 
further meeting on 29 February at 8.00pm at the Vicarage to plan the 
first two services.  If you would like to join us and help with the 
planning, you would be very welcome.  Our first informal service will 
be on 3 April at 6.30pm, and then on the first Sunday of each month. 
 
Last Sunday’s Taizé Service 
‘Thank you’ to everyone who contributed to this service whether by 
taking part in the service itself, welcoming people as they arrived, 
providing/serving refreshments or washing up.  All your contributions 
were greatly appreciated. 
 



 

Confirmation 
On Sunday 17 July, there will be a confirmation service at St Faith's 
church, at which the bishop 'confirms' those who would like to take 
that step on their Christian journey.  Confirmation offers a chance to 
explore what the Christian faith is all about and to make a public 
decision that we want to try to live our life following God.  Joining a 
group exploring what that means does not mean that you have to be 
confirmed at the end.  Rather, it is a chance to learn a little more, to 
ask questions and to explore alongside others.  If you would be 
interested in exploring the possibility of being confirmed in the 
summer, do talk to Jane, Jeni, Andrew or John.  There will also be a 
confirmation information session at St Mary's on 2 April at 10.00am. 
 
Women's World Day of Prayer – reader from St Mark’s needed 
This international event has a service in Hitchin organised 
ecumenically.  This year, it's being held at St Faith's Church on Friday, 
4 March at 1.30pm, finishing at 3pm.  We need someone from St 
Mark's to read a short passage in the service. A rehearsal is held the 
week before on Friday, 26 February at 1.30pm.  If you could do this or 
would like to know more please contact me Helen Richardson: 07880 
682681/01462435595. 

Phoenix Cards 
There will be Phoenix Cards catalogues at the back of church for the 
next two Sundays should anyone like to take a look.  Please return 
the catalogue with or without an order to Jane, Deena Jenkins or 
Clare Banham by 19 February.  10% of all orders will go the church. 
 
St Faith’s Pantomime: ‘Puss in Boots’ on 19 and 20 February 
St Faith’s Church are pleased to invite you to their pantomime which 
offers fun and family entertainment for all ages.  Performances are at 
7pm on Friday 19 and Saturday 20 February, with a matinée 
performance at 2.30pm on the Saturday.  Tickets are available from 
the box office now on 01462 451015 and cost £7 per adult and £4 per 
child under 12.  To avoid disappointment, early booking is advised. 
 
 

 


