
THANKS! 

A big ‘thank you’ to all who supported the quiz night on 18 Nov. 

Congratulations to the winners, Team Sue from Christchurch, and 

also to team Generation Gap, who did incredibly well despite their 

young years!  We raised £314 for church funds and an additional £73 

for Children in Need!  Many thanks everyone, Michael. 

 

Appeal from St Mark’s Pastoral committee 

Have you an hour to spend, about once a month, to visit a lonely 

person?  We are aiming to set up a rota of people who are willing to 

carry out these visits to lonely people who are known to St Mark’s. 

If you are able to help and would like to discuss this proposal further, 

please contact either Mike Davies or Val Conetta.  We look forward 

to hearing from you.  Many thanks. 

 

Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility. If you have any concerns, 

please contact our safeguarding officer, Pauline Banks. 

 

Receiving the news sheet by email or submitting notices 

If you would like either to receive this news sheet via email in future 

or would like to have a notice included in the next news sheet, please 

email notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring Deirdre Parr on 456184. 

Please send notices for inclusion in the news sheet by 7pm on Wed 

evening. 

 

How to contact us 

While a few telephone numbers of church members may be included 

in this web version of the notice sheet, most contact details for 

events are published only in the hard copy, available in church.  If you 

have no access to this, please contact Deirdre Parr using the above 

email address or phone number. 

 

 

 

 St Mark’s Church 

  Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 

27 November 2016 
Advent Sunday 

Services today 
 

8.00am Holy Communion (p73 in folder) 

10.00am Holy Communion (p73 in folder) 

5.00pm Advent Carol Service 

 

Readings for today 
 

Isaiah 2: 1-5 

Romans 13: 11-14 

Matthew 24: 36-44 
 

St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers 

If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane, our Vicar, or 

to a Welcomer or Warden, and feel free to take and fill in one of 

the newcomers’ cards which you’ll find on the Welcomers’ 

tablnear the entrance to the hall. 
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

 

www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

 
 

Follow us on Twitter: @stmarkshitchin 
 
  

mailto:notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk
http://www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk/


Songs for 10.00am 
 

AMNS 31 Come, thou long expected Jesus 

AMNS 29 The Lord will come and not be slow 

AMNS 221 Stand up, stand up for Jesus 

SF 1 Be still for the presence of the Lord 

AMNS 147 Crown him with many crowns 
 

Diary for the week beginning Monday 28 November 
 

Wed 30 9.15am 

7.00pm 

Morning Prayer 

Choir Practice 

Thur 1 Dec 10.00am Communion Service at Westmill Lawns 

Fri 2 9.30am Little Lions 

Sat 3 9.45am Exploring Christianity 
 

Hall bookings: Thursday 1 – Saturday 3 December 
 

Thur 1 9.00-11.30am Monkey Club  

Fri 2 9.00-11.30am Little Lions 

Sat 3 9.30-11.30am Exploring Christianity 
 

Next Sunday, 4 December – Second Sunday of Advent  
 

8.00am Holy Communion  

10.00am Holy Communion  

6.30pm SIX:30 Service 

8.00pm Sunday Social at The Angels 
 

Suggestions for Prayer 
 

From the Churches Together in Hitchin Prayer Link we pray for: 

Holy Saviour Church as they prepare for their Christmas Tree Festival 
running from Friday 9 to Sunday 11 December and ask that it may be 
a good outreach event;   
PHASE as they deliver a wellbeing day to Year 10 students at Hitchin 
Boys' School. 

From our Cycle of Prayer we pray for:  

Curates and Readers in the parish; Age UK; the residents of Mattocke 

Road. 
 

Prayer Requests 

We also pray for all those named on our Prayer tree and in the Prayer 

Requests book in church.   
 

 

Prayer Ministry 

If you wish to pray with someone or to be prayed for at the end of 

the 10am service, John will be near the side altar to listen, talk and 

pray with you.  The space around the side altar remains available for 

you to be with your own thoughts, to pray by yourself or simply to 

light a candle.   
 
 
 

Notices 
 

Delivering prayer cards: help needed 

Since September, we have been delivering prayer cards each week to 

one or two streets in our parish and have had positive proof that they 

have been appreciated by at least some of the recipients.  There are, 

however, some blanks on the delivery rota, most urgently in the 

weeks beginning 4, 11 and 18 December.  If you could help deliver 

the cards in any of these weeks, please sign the rota on the Mission 

notice board or let Deirdre know on 456184.   
 

Christmas Day Dinner at St Mark’s – last day to sign up!  

Please sign the sheet at the back of church today if you would like to 

join us (on your own or with family and friends) for a celebration 

dinner here at St Mark's on Christmas Day at 1.30pm - pre-dinner 

drinks at 1pm.  Cost: £8 per adult and £3 per child.  Further 

information from Helen Richardson or Joy Hukin 455316. 
 

 



 

Recycling to help our local hospice  

Please do not throw away all those used stamps on your Christmas 

cards or printer cartridges empty after writing your Christmas letters 

and labels.  Please put them in the collection boxes at the back of 

church to help raise funds for the Garden House Hospice. 
 

Nativity: 18 December at 10am – rehearsals start today 

A reminder that rehearsals start today for the Nativity which the 

children will be presenting in the 10am service on 18 December.  The 

remaining rehearsals will be during the services on 4 and 11 

December and after school on Friday, 16th (3:30pm for snacks and 

drinks, aiming to start rehearsing at 4pm).  

 

Christmas Services 

This year we will be following our normal pattern of Christmas 

Services but with the addition of a second Crib Service on Christmas 

Eve.  Both Crib Services will be virtually the same but the earlier 

service will be slightly calmer!  Services will be as follows: 

 

Sunday 18 Dec 10.00am 

6.30pm 

Family Communion and Nativity 

Service of Lessons and Carols 

Christmas Eve 2.00pm 

4.00pm 

11.30pm 

Family Crib Service 

Family Crib Service 

Midnight Communion Service 

Christmas Day 8.00am 

10.00am 

Holy Communion (said) 

Family Communion 

Sunday 1 Jan 10.00am Family Communion 

(No 8.00am service this Sunday) 

 

 

 

 

‘Somewhere to go’ 

This year, the ‘Somewhere to go’ initiative will be run from Built on 

Faith Church, Westmill Centre in John Barker Place at the following 

times: Christmas Day, 11am-5pm; Monday, 26 Dec, 10am-4pm and 

Sunday, 1 January, 10am-4pm.  If you would like to volunteer for one 

or more days or would like more information, please contact Leigh at 

bof_biblewaychurch@yahoo.co.uk 

 

‘Spare Chair’ Christmas Lunch at Emil Dale Studios on 2 December 

The Emil Dale Academy is hosting a FREE roast dinner, followed by 

entertainment, at 1pm this Friday at their studios at 60 Wilbury Way.  

The invitation is to elderly people who live alone and there are 40 

free places available.  If you, or someone you know, would be 

interested, please phone 01462 677808 or email info@emildale.co.uk 

with ‘Christmas Dinner’ in the subject line and give the following 

details: name/phone number/address/wheelchair requirements.  
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