
Delivering prayer cards: help needed in weeks beginning 11 & 18 Dec 

Since September, we have been delivering prayer cards each week to 

one or two streets in our parish and have had positive proof that they 

have been appreciated by at least some of the recipients.  There are, 

however, some blanks on the delivery rota, most urgently in the 

weeks beginning 11 and 18 December.  If you could help deliver the 

cards in either of these weeks, please sign the rota on the Mission 

notice board or let Jane know.   

Appeal from St Mark’s Pastoral committee 

Have you an hour to spend, about once a month, to visit a lonely 

person?  We are aiming to set up a rota of people who are willing to 

carry out these visits to lonely people who are known to St Mark’s. 

If you are able to help and would like to discuss this proposal further, 

please contact either: Mike Davies or Val Conetta.  We look forward 

to hearing from you.  Many thanks. 

 

Receiving the news sheet by email or submitting notices 

If you would like either to receive this news sheet via email in future 

or would like to have a notice included in the next news sheet, please 

email notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring Deirdre Parr on 456184. 

Please send notices for inclusion in the news sheet by 7pm on Wed 

evening. 

 

How to contact us 

While a few telephone numbers of church members may be included 

in this web version of the notice sheet, most contact details for 

events are published only in the hard copy, available in church.  If you 

have no access to this, please contact Deirdre Parr using the above 

email address or phone number. 

 

 

 St Mark’s Church 

  Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 

4 December 2016 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Services and events today 
 

8.00am Holy Communion (p73 in folder) 

10.00am Holy Communion (p73 in folder) 

6.30pm SIX:30 Service 

8.00pm Sunday Social 

 

Readings for today 
 

Isaiah 11: 1-10 

Romans 15: 4-13 

Matthew 3: 1-12 
 

St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers 

If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane, our Vicar, or 

to a Welcomer or Warden, and feel free to take and fill in one of 

the newcomers’ cards which you’ll find on the Welcomers’ table 

near the entrance to the hall. 
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

 

www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

 
 

Follow us on Twitter: @stmarkshitchin 
 
  

mailto:notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk
http://www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk/


Hymns for 10.00am 
 

AMNS 26 O come, O come, Emmanuel 

AMNS 525 When Christ was lifted from the earth (tune 29) 

AMNS 142 Hail to the Lord's anointed 

MP 375 Jesus, name above all names 

MP 708 To God be the glory 
 

Diary for the week beginning Monday 5 December 
 

Mon 5 2.00pm Prayer Group meets at 221 Bedford Rd 

Wed 7 9.15am 

7.00pm 

Morning Prayer 

Choir Practice 

Fri 9 2.30pm Carol Service at Westmill Lawns 

Sat 10 9.45am Exploring Christianity 
 

Hall bookings: Thursday 8 – Saturday 10 December 
 

Thur 8 9.00-11.30am 

3.00-5.00pm 

6.30-8.00pm 

Monkey Club  

Hall cleaning 

Group With No Name 

Fri 9 9.00-11.30am Twins Club 

Sat 10 9.30-11.30am 

5.30-10.30pm 

Exploring Christianity 

Hitchin Town Band Concert in 

church 
 

Next Sunday, 11 December – Third Sunday of Advent 
 

8.00am Holy Communion  

10.00am Holy Communion  

11.30am Baptism of Will McQuaid followed by a bring-and-
share lunch 

 

Suggestions for Prayer – From our Cycle of Prayer we pray for:  

Holy Saviour Church; local residential and nursing homes; the 

residents of Moss Way and Swinburne Avenue. 

 

From the Churches Together in Hitchin Prayer Link we pray for: 

Walsworth Road Baptist Church asking that their Toys Service may 

offer an opportunity to support less well-off families within the local 

community, and remembering also two WRBC members travelling 

today to Romania with a Link to Hope team to hand out this year’s 

shoeboxes; 

Tilehouse Street Baptist Church’s Messy church event, 'Pull a 

Cracker' next Saturday.  May all share some of the Christmas message 

in a relaxed and faithful manner. 
 

 

Prayer Ministry 

If you wish to pray with someone or to be prayed for at the end of 

the 10am service, someone will be near the side altar to listen, talk 

and pray with you.  Feel free to approach whoever is there.  The 

space around the side altar remains available for you to be with your 

own thoughts, to pray by yourself or simply to light a candle.   

 
 

Notices 
 

Prayer Group meetings in December 

The Prayer Group normally meets fortnightly in the home of one of the 

members and is always pleased to welcome new members.  To fit in 

two meetings in December before everyone gets very busy with 

Christmas plans it will meet on 5 December at 221 Bedford Road and 

on 12 December at 8 Lancaster Road. For further information, please 

contact Clare Redd. 

 

Baptism of Will McQuaid, 11:30am on 11 December 

Just a little reminder that Finn, Jeni and Lorna would like to invite 

everyone to Will’s baptism on 11 December.  This will be followed by 

cake, prosecco and a bring & share lunch.  We look forward to 

celebrating with you. 

 



Christmas Services 

This year we will be following our normal pattern of Christmas 

Services with the addition of a second crib service on Christmas Eve.  

Both Crib Services will be virtually the same but the earlier service 

will be slightly calmer!  Services will be as follows: 

 

Sunday 18 Dec 10.00am 

6.30pm 

Family Communion and Nativity 

Service of Lessons and Carols 

Christmas Eve 2.00pm 

4.00pm 

11.30pm 

Family Crib Service 

Family Crib Service 

Midnight Communion Service 

Christmas Day 8.00am 

10.00am 

Holy Communion (said) 

Family Communion 

Sunday 1 Jan 10.00am Family Communion 

(No 8.00am service this Sunday) 

 

Welcomers for Christmas Services 

Over the Christmas period, we are looking forward to welcoming lots 

of people to St Mark’s.  To enable us to give everyone a really good 

welcome as they come into church we need some volunteers to offer 

that welcome, particularly at the Carol Service on 18 December, the 

Crib Services at 2 and 4pm on Christmas Eve, the Midnight 

Communion Service on Christmas Eve and, finally, on Christmas 

morning for the Family Communion.  If you're able to offer to help in 

this way, please sign up on the list at the back of church. 

 

News sheet in December/January 

There will be no news sheet on Christmas Day or on 1 January so 

please send any information for the weeks following those dates to 

notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk (or ring 456184) by Wednesday 21 

December. 

 

TWO CHRISTMAS APPEALS 
 

1 Christmas hampers for North Herts. Sanctuary 

Donations of Christmas goodies would be gratefully received,  

particularly the following festive items: 

tins of fruit; mince pies; Christmas cakes; crackers; sweets; 

chocolates; fancy biscuits; Christmas puddings etc.  Also some crisps; 

peanuts; nibbles and fizzy drinks – Coke, Pepsi etc. but, please, NO 

ALCOHOL of any description! 

Please place your donation in the box provided at the back of church. 

 

2 ‘Somewhere To Go’ initiative at Built on Faith Bibleway Church, 

Westmill Community Centre 

Gifts for the homeless (mainly men) who will be visiting ‘Somewhere 

To Go ’ at the above venue: 

Donations of toiletry items please: flannels; soap; disposable razors; 

deodorants (NOT spray-on); shampoo; shower cream/gel; 

toothbrushes and toothpaste etc.  Please, NO food, sweets or drink. 

Please wrap your gifts and label them, adding: 

‘A gift from your friends at St Mark’s Church’ 

Please place your wrapped donation in the box provided at the back 

of church.  Many thanks.      Pastoral Group 

 

Volunteering at ‘Somewhere To Go’ 

The ‘Somewhere To Go’ initiative will be running at Westmill 

Community Centre at the following times: Christmas Day, 11am-5pm; 

Monday, 26 Dec, 10am-4pm and Sunday, 1 January, 10am-4pm.  If 

you would like to volunteer for one or more days or would like more 

information, please contact Leigh at 

bof_biblewaychurch@yahoo.co.uk 
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