
Foodbank 

The Foodbank has sent a message of thanks to St Mark’s (see 

noticeboard in church) for the support we have given it this last year. 

Our monthly collection for the Foodbank will take place next week.  

The following are the items they currently need: tins of meat, fish, 

rice pudding; long-life fruit juice; UHT and/or dried milk; jam; tea 

bags; deodorant for both men and women; shaving foam; nappies 

(size 5/6); bags for life (they are very short of these).  They do not 

need any of the following, thank you: pasta and rice; baked beans; 

soup; soap.  

 

Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility. If you have any concerns, 

please contact our safeguarding officer, Pauline Banks. 

 

Receiving the news sheet by email or submitting notices 

If you would like either to receive this news sheet via email in future 

or to have a notice included in the next news sheet, please email 

notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring Deirdre Parr on 456184. 

Please send notices for inclusion in the news sheet by 7pm on Wed 

evening. 

 

How to contact us 

While a few telephone numbers of church members may be included 

in this web version of the notice sheet, most contact details for 

events are published only in the hard copy, available in church or in 

the email version.  If you have no access to these, please contact 

Deirdre Parr using the above email address or phone number. 

 

 

 St Mark’s Church 

  Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 

22 January 2017 
Third Sunday of Epiphany 

Services today 
 

8.00am Holy Communion (p29 in folder) 

10.00am Holy Communion (p15 in folder) 
We welcome Rev’d Jane Litchmore-Grant, 
past Chair of Churches Together, to our 
service this morning 

6.30pm United Service for the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity at Tilehouse Street Baptist 
Church 

 

Readings for today 
 

Isaiah 9: 1-4 

1 Corinthians 1: 10-18 

Matthew 4: 12-23 
 

St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers 

If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane, our Vicar, or 

to a Welcomer or Warden, and feel free to take and fill in one of 

the newcomers’ cards which you’ll find on the Welcomers’ table 

near the entrance to the hall. 
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

 

www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

 
 

Follow us on Twitter: @stmarkshitchin 
  

mailto:notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk
http://www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk/


Hymns for 10.00am  
 

AMNS 356 Father, Lord of all creation 

AMNS 67 When I survey the wondrous cross 

AMNS 115 Dear Lord and Father of mankind 

Song sheet Here I am to worship 

AMNS 512 The kingdom is upon you 

 
Diary for the week beginning Monday, 23 January 

 

Tue 24 
1.30pm 
8.00pm 

Funeral of the late Harry Gibbs 
Pastoral and Bereavement Groups meet 
 

Wed 25 

9.15am 

7.00pm 

8.15pm 

Morning Prayer 

Choir Practice 

Standing Committee meets 

Thur 26 
3-5pm 
6.30pm 

Hall cleaning 
Group With No Name 

Fri 27 12.30pm Church Lunch 

 
Next Sunday, 29 January – Fourth Sunday of Epiphany 

 

8.00am Holy Communion  

10.00am Holy Communion 

6.30pm Taizé Service 

 
 

Suggestions for Prayer 
 

From the Churches Together in Hitchin Prayer Link in this Week of 

Prayer for Christian Unity, we pray for: 

today’s exchange of preachers within Churches Together and tonight’s 

united service at Tilehouse Street Baptist Church when our Vicar, Jane, 

will be welcomed as CTiH Chair and will be the preacher. 

 

 

From the St Mark’s Cycle of Prayer, we pray for:  

Tilehouse Street, Walsworth Road and Wymondley Baptist Churches; 

Meals on wheels and other support services; the residents of Hine 

Way and Seebohm Close. 

 

Prayer Requests 

We also pray for all those named on our Prayer tree and in the Prayer 

Requests book in church.   

 

Prayer Ministry 

If you wish to pray with someone or to be prayed for at the end of 

the 10am service, Andrew will be near the side altar to listen, talk 

and pray with you.  The space around the side altar remains available 

for you to be with your own thoughts, to pray by yourself or simply to 

light a candle.   

 
 

Notices 
 

Traidcraft Stall at the back of the church today 

Following discussion at the DCC, it was agreed that, for a trial period, 

the stall could be in the church again to enable it to be held on 

different Sundays.  For more details contact Maggie Mellersh.  

 

Church Lunch: Friday 27 January at 12.30 

If you would like to join us, please sign the list at the back of church. 

 

Thursday Group: 2 February, 7.45 for 8pm start in the church hall 

The meeting will be a talk on Waste Awareness given by a 

representative from North Herts Recycling Department.  If you are 

interested in finding out what happens to your rubbish, this is your 

opportunity to hear exactly how it is disposed of and where it goes! 

All are welcome.  £3 for visitors (includes refreshments).  For further 

information, contact Val Conetta. 



Taizé Service: 29 January at 6.30pm 

Once again, St Mark’s is inviting other churches to join us for a Taizé-

style service.  If you can help with refreshments after the service by 

providing some biscuits or cake and/or serving tea and coffee, please 

sign the list at the back of church. 

 

Sunday School Helpers 

We are looking for some helpers for Sunday School.  This doesn't 

involve any preparation, simply spending Sunday morning in the hall 

and helping the Sunday School Leader run the session.  This can 

mean encouraging the children to join in, cutting and sticking, helping 

them with their writing and generally joining in.  Depending on how 

many people might like to join the team, the commitment should 

only be a couple of Sundays each term.  Of course, if you would like 

to be a leader and run sessions, we'd be happy to welcome you to 

that role too.  If either helping or leading is something you might be 

able to do, please contact Pippa Lally. 

 

Reports for St Mark’s AGM on 12 March 

Before our AGM, we issue a report on all aspects of St Mark’s life 

from finance to fellowship groups, mission to music etc.  If you 

believe you are one of the 27 writers who contribute to this report 

but haven’t received an email or paper request from me about 

submitting your report by 12 February, please let me know asap.   

Deirdre Parr 01462 456184, deirdre.parr@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

St Mark’s Rainbows 

Is there anyone interested in helping with the St Mark's Rainbow unit 

(girls aged 5-7)?  We meet on Tuesdays in term time, 4.45 to 5.45pm. 

The girls do a mixture of crafts and games and we really need more 

adults, either to become a leader or just to be an adult helper.  

Please contact Glenda Darby for more details. 

Church cleaning 

For some years, we have relied on volunteers to clean the church but, 

over the last few years, we have struggled to get new volunteers to 

relieve those who have been doing it for many years, and it has 

become increasingly hard to juggle cleaning times with increased hall 

use.  So in December, the DCC agreed that we would engage a 

commercial cleaning company to undertake the weekly cleaning of 

the kitchen, hall, foyer and toilet areas.  They will not be cleaning the 

church itself, which will continue to be cleaned by volunteers from 

the congregation.  The Wardens propose to put together a timetable 

of cleaning tasks within the church, including regular “spring clean” 

days of various areas.  If you would be willing to assist with this, or 

have any questions about the new arrangements, do speak to Louise 

Wills or Trish Reed.  The cleaning company will come every week on 

Thursday between 3 and 5pm, so the hall will not be available for 

booking at that time. 

 

Speak Up for your faith! 

Shortly before Christmas, the Evangelical Alliance and the Lawyers’ 

Christian Fellowship put out a joint publication called Speak Up: A 

Brief Guide to the Law and Your Gospel Freedoms.  You may have 

heard about it because it got some press coverage when the Prime 

Minister welcomed its publication during Prime Minister’s Questions 

in Parliament.  The purpose of the publication is to encourage 

Christians to share their faith, by giving them a clear understanding of 

the legal freedoms they have to do so.  It covers sharing the gospel in 

private spaces, at work, and in public. There is a full report and also a 

handy 16-page summary.  Both are available online at  

http://www.eauk.org/current-affairs/politics/speak-up.cfm 

and some hard copies of the summary version are on the table at the 

back of church. 
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Church Property Register (formerly Terrier and Inventory) 

The Wardens are currently carrying out a full inventory review, the 

first in 30 years.  A draft version of this revised document is on the 

table at the back of church.  Please have look at this draft and make 

comments where appropriate, either in writing on the document or 

in person to Trisha or Louise if you prefer.  The complete inventory 

will be presented to DCC on 9 February for approval. 

 

Request for documentation or photos relating to St Mark's history 

The Wardens are asking for the return of any documentation or 

photos which form part of St Mark’s history.  As part of the inventory 

review, they will be recording all the documentation and archiving it 

in the Hertfordshire Archive along with all other church information. 

Church members will be able to have copies of any paperwork that 

they want to use for other purposes if they specify what is needed. 

 

Lent Groups 2017 

Churches Together in Hitchin (CTH) is organising Lent Groups.  These 

can be in homes or churches; they can be groups arranged just for 

the weeks of Lent or existing groups who would like to use the study 

material at the same time.  This year’s study is Centred on Christ by 

Michael Baughen and has six sessions but, if you have less time, can 

be combined to make five. 

Ash Wednesday is 1 March and Good Friday 14 April so in between is 

the time to participate.  Experience shows that people find this most 

beneficial and new friendships are made. 

If you would be willing to host or lead a group or are an existing 

group willing to invite a few folk from other churches to join you, 

please contact me.       Helen Richardson 

helenwrich@btinternet.com or text/phone 07880 682681 

 

 

Phoenix Cards 

Clare Banham will be bringing her collection of Phoenix cards and 

catalogues to Little Lions on Friday, 3 February and catalogues will 

also be available in church for the next few Sundays; please feel free 

to take one.  A donation of 10% from all orders is made to St Mark's.  

Please return your catalogue, with or without an order, and a cheque 

to accompany any order to Jane, Deena or Clare by Sunday, 5 

February.  Orders will be delivered to church on Sunday, 26 February. 

 

Forthcoming events at other churches in our team: 
 

Holy Saviour Church: Talk and Tea event on 29 January at 3pm –  

Railways in the Nineteenth Century: Connecting Town and Country 

A talk by Carlos López Galviz, Lecturer at Lancaster University. 

Tickets (including tea and refreshments) £8, Friends £7 are available 

from Clare Fleck on 01462 646257 and the Hitchin Initiative Office.  

 

Silent film night at St Mary’s in aid of church funds: 4 February 

Large screen showing at St Mary’s of 2 classic twenties silent films 

starring Buster Keaton including The General.  Live organ 

accompaniment by Donald Mackenzie.  Street food and wine from 

6.30pm, film starts at 7.30pm.  Tickets £12 from Hitchin Initiative or 

online at www.wegottickets.com/event/384679 

 

Panto time at St Faith’s: Friday, 17 and Saturday, 18 February 

Tickets (£7 for adults, £4 for under 12s) are now on sale for The Pied 

Piper of Hamelin.  Performances at 7pm on both evenings and a 

matinee at 3pm on the Saturday.  Please phone 01462 451015 soon 

to reserve your seat!  It is not too late to join the production team.  If 

you would like to do so, Penny Mitchell would be pleased to hear 

from you on 01462 624369. 
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