
Easter Morning 

This year we're going to start our Easter celebrations with an early 

communion service at 7am, followed by breakfast.  The service will 

begin with the lighting of the new paschal candle to signify the 

resurrection.  Breakfast will be a continental affair unless someone 

would like to volunteer to do some bacon sandwiches?!  This service 

will replace the 8am service on Easter Sunday. 
 

Easter Services: 10 to 16 April 
 

Mon 10 –  
Wed 12  

8.00pm Compline and reading of Matthew’s 
Gospel 

Thur 13  8.00pm Iona-style Communion and Stripping of 
the Altar 

Fri 14 9.30am 
 

10.00am 
 
 

10.30am 
 

11.00am 
 

2.30-
4.30pm 

Service of Prayer and Reflection 
 

Leave from St Mark’s to walk to Bancroft 
Gardens 
 

Walk of Witness from Bancroft Gdns 
 

CTH Service in the Market Place 
 

Good Friday Workshop 

Sun 16 7.00am 
 
 

10.00am 

Early morning Communion Service 
followed by breakfast 
 

Easter Family Communion 

 

Receiving the news sheet by email, submitting notices, contacting 

us – If you would like more information about anything in the news 

sheet or would like either to receive this news sheet via email in 

future or to have a notice included in the next news sheet, please 

email notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring Deirdre Parr on 456184. 

Please send notices for inclusion in the news sheet by 7pm on Wed 

evening.   

 

 

 St Mark’s Church 

  Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 

19 March 2017 
Third Sunday of Lent 

Services today 
 

8.00am Holy Communion (p59 in folder) 

10.00am Family Service (p5 in folder) 

11.15am Holy Communion (p59 in folder) 

6.30pm Taizé Service 
 

Readings for today 
 

Exodus 17: 1-7 

Romans 5: 1-11 

John 4: 5-42 
 

St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers 

If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane, our Vicar, or 

to a Welcomer or Warden, and feel free to take and fill in one of 

the newcomers’ cards which you’ll find on the Welcomers’ table 

near the entrance to the hall. 
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

 

www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

 
 

Follow us on Twitter: @stmarkshitchin 
  

mailto:notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk
http://www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk/


Songs for 10.00am – see separate song sheet 
 

Diary for the week beginning Monday, 20 March 
 

Wed 22 9.15am 

7.00pm 

Morning Prayer 

Choir Practice 

Thur 23 12-2pm 

6.30pm 

Hall cleaning 

Group With No Name 

Fri 24 12 noon 
2.30pm 
 

Church Lunch (please note earlier start) 
Oughton Primary and Nursery School’s 
Mothers’ Day Service 

 

Next Sunday, 26 March – Mothering Sunday 
 

8.00am Holy Communion  

10.00am Family Communion 

 
 

From the St Mark’s Cycle of Prayer, we pray for:  

St Mark’s ministry at Westmill Lawns; people with visual, hearing and 

speech impairment; the residents of Portman Close and Times Close 

From the Churches Together in Hitchin Prayer Link, we pray for: 

the Diocesan Taizé Service here tonight and especially for the young 

people who will be visiting the Taizé Community later this year;   

Hitchin Street Angels who are now patrolling on both Friday and 

Saturday evenings.  We pray that more volunteers will come forward 

to help with their work. 

 

Notices 
 

Diocesan Taizé Service: this evening, 19 March at 6.30pm 

St Mark’s is hosting this short Taizé service which will be led by the 

Bishop of Hertford.  While it is intended as a ‘taster’ for young people 

going to Taizé in France in July, people of all ages are most welcome 

to this time of prayer, singing chants and silence. 

 

Year 13 Recitals at St Mark’s last Sunday  

‘Thank you’ to everyone who came along to support the music 

students from our local secondary schools as they performed their A 

Level examination pieces.  Giving the students the opportunity to 

perform in front of an audience is always the main purpose of the 

evening but it does also raise some money - £74 this year, which has 

been shared equally between St Mark’s and The National Foundation 

for Youth Music.  

 

Messy Church 

We are looking to set up Messy Church at Oughton Primary school on 

a termly basis.  Messy Church is a combination of craft activities, 

refreshments and a short informal service with the telling of a bible 

story (on which the craft activities have been based).  It is a slightly 

smaller scale version of our Good Friday Workshop.  The idea of 

doing this is to give families who aren't already connected to church a 

gentle and non-threatening introduction to the Christian faith.  To be 

able to run this we need a team of people to be involved so, if you'd 

like to get involved or find out more, please talk to Jane.  

 

Volunteers still sought for church cleaning 

The Wardens have put together a rota of volunteers to clean the 

church over the next 6 weeks.  The hall, kitchen, foyer and toilets are 

cleaned every Thursday by a commercial cleaning company.  The 

volunteers do a weekly tidy-up of the church, and, if time and energy 

allow, they undertake one or more tasks from a rolling list.  The 

Wardens - and volunteers - would love to have more people on the 

rota.  If you are willing to join the team of cleaners, please talk to 

Louise or Trish. 

 

Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility. If you have any concerns 

please contact our Safeguarding Officer, Pauline Banks.  



Updating the Electoral Roll  

The Electoral Roll is the membership list of those who consider 

themselves part of our church family and is updated each year in 

time for the Annual Parish Church Meeting, a meeting (on 25 April 

this year) of all 4 Hitchin Anglican churches.  If you are over 16 and 

are not on the Electoral Roll, but would like to be, please pick up a 

form at the back of church today and put it in the box (clearly marked 

Electoral Roll returns) or give it to Maggie Mellersh by 2 April at the 

latest.  If you are not sure if you are on the roll, there is a copy which 

you can check at the back of church.  

 

Foodbank Collection next Sunday, 26 March 

If you would like to contribute to our monthly collection for the 

Foodbank, the following are the items needed most urgently: tinned 

meat and fish; long-life fruit juice; UHT and dried milk; jam; tinned 

rice pudding; shampoo and shower gel, particularly for men; shaving 

foam; strong carrier bags. 

The most recent copy of the Foodbank’s newsletter, ‘fb Times’, is on 

the notice board. 

 

Real Easter Eggs – order deadline: end of March 

If you would like to order a Real Easter Egg, please sign up on the 

order sheet at the back of church by next Sunday.  These are the only 

Fairtrade Easter Eggs which tell the real story of Easter, using a 24-

page story and activity book.  Original: £3.99, Dark Chocolate: £5.50 

and Special Edition: £8.50.               Maggie Mellersh 
 

Good Friday Workshop: 14 April, 2.30-4.30pm 

If anyone has any jars (at least as big as a normal jam jar and without 

labels), please bring them to church to give to Jane.  We also need a 

few extra pairs of hands on the day to help with craft activities and 

with the refreshments at the end.  If you can help in either way, 

please let Jane know: jane@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or 434686. 

St Mark's Lent Appeal 2017 - Healing Syria's wounds 

This year's Appeal is once again for Syrian refugees and this time we 

are supporting the work of Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) in the 

country itself and the surrounding countries of Turkey, Jordan, 

Lebanon and Iraq.  Though there are some fragile signs of peace, the 

plight of those who have left their homes is as severe as ever and 

medical care is essential for those who are in camps and for those 

who are trying to return home.  MSF is one of the most respected 

and effective medical organisations in the world (Nobel Peace Prize 

winner in 1999) and has a reputation for going into places when 

others hold back.  It is not yet permitted to go into government-held 

areas and it is too dangerous to work in territories controlled by 

Islamic State, but it is already on the ground in other parts of the 

country and surrounding states and hopes to step up its work as soon 

as possible.  Our contributions will help it to do so.  For more 

information, go to the website www.msf.org.uk/country/syria or 

have a word with John Richardson.  Gift envelopes are available 

today and each Sunday during Lent. Please give as you are able, cash 

or cheque payable to St Mark's Parish Church, gift-aided if possible.  

Many thanks for your generosity. 
 

CTH Service on Good Friday 

During the normal Good Friday service in the Market Place we will be 

giving out hot cross buns to those who are around in the Market 

Place (not to those who have gathered for the service).  St Mark's and 

Walsworth Road Baptist Churches are providing the people to hand 

out the hot cross buns.  If you would like to help do this, please let 

Jane know. 

 

Easter Lilies: If you would like to dedicate an Easter lily this year, 

please write down the name/s for the dedication and give this, with 

your donation, to Joy Hukin, Diane Porter, a Warden or Jane. 

Thank you in anticipation.    Joy and Diane  
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School Governors 

 

1 Oughton Primary and Nursery School 

One way that many Christians serve their local community is by being 

a school governor.  Oughton Primary and Nursery School is in need of 

a new governor to serve on their friendly, small and hard-working 

governor body.  If you would be interested in finding out more Jane 

would be delighted to hear from you.  jane@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

2 St Andrew’s School 

St Andrew’s School is looking for a new PCC-appointed foundation 

governor.  This is a rewarding voluntary opportunity to contribute to 

the life of the school.  The need is for someone with good IT and/or 

finance skills who will strongly support the school’s Christian ethos.  

To ensure diversity on the governing body, this vacancy is for 

someone who is not a parent of a child currently at the school.  

Governors provide a strategic overview, act as ‘critical friend’ and 

ensure financial accountability.  Foundation governors have an 

additional responsibility to promote the Christian ethos of the school.  

The term of office is for four years.  For more information, please 

contact Rev Ian Todd on 01462 456140 or Robert Crowley on 01462 

456842 
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