
St Mark's Lent Appeal 2017 - Healing Syria's wounds 

This year's Appeal is once again for Syrian refugees and this time we 

are supporting the work of Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) in the 

country itself and the surrounding countries of Turkey, Jordan, 

Lebanon and Iraq.  Though there are some fragile signs of peace, the 

plight of those who have left their homes is as severe as ever and 

medical care is essential for those who are in camps and for those 

who are trying to return home.  MSF is one of the most respected 

and effective medical organisations in the world (Nobel Peace Prize 

winner in 1999) and has a reputation for going into places when 

others hold back.  It is not yet permitted to go into government-held 

areas and it is too dangerous to work in territories controlled by 

Islamic State, but it is already on the ground in other parts of the 

country and surrounding states and hopes to step up its work as soon 

as possible.  Our contributions will help it to do so.  For more 

information, go to the website www.msf.org.uk/country/syria or 

have a word with John Richardson.  Gift envelopes are available 

today and each Sunday during Lent. Please give as you are able, cash 

or cheque payable to St Mark's Parish Church, gift-aided if possible.  

Many thanks for your generosity. 
 

Receiving the news sheet by email or submitting notices 

If you would like either to receive this news sheet via email in future 

or to have a notice included in the next news sheet, please email 

notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring Deirdre Parr on 456184. 

Please send notices for inclusion in the news sheet by 7pm on Wed.  

 

 St Mark’s Church 

  Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 

26 March 2017 
Mothering Sunday 

Services today 
 

8.00am Holy Communion (p59 in folder) 

10.00am Family Communion (separate booklet) 
 

Readings for today 
 

1 Samuel 1: 20-28 

Colossians 3: 12-17 

Luke 2: 33-35 
 

St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers 

If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane, our Vicar, or 

to a Welcomer or Warden, and feel free to take and fill in one of 

the newcomers’ cards which you’ll find on the Welcomers’ table 

near the entrance to the hall. 
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

 

www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

 
 

Follow us on Twitter: @stmarkshitchin 
  

http://www.msf.org.uk/country/syria
mailto:notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk
http://www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk/


Hymns for 10.00am 
 

AMNS 422 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 

MP 133 Father, I place into your hands 

AMNS 394 Lord of all hopefulness 

MP 225 He's got the whole wide world in his hands 

AMNS 205 Now thank we all our God 
 

Diary for the week beginning Monday, 27 March 
 

Mon 27 2.00pm Prayer Group meets at 5 Westmill Lane 

Wed 29 9.15am 

7.00pm 

Morning Prayer 

Choir Practice 

Thur 30 12-2pm Hall cleaning 

 

Next Sunday, 2 April – Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

8.00am Holy Communion  

10.00am Holy Communion 

1.00pm Baptism Service 

6.30pm SIX:30 Service 

8.00pm Sunday Social at The Angels 
 
 

Prayer Ministry: If you wish to pray with someone or to be prayed for 

at the end of the 10am service, John will be near the side altar to 

listen, talk and pray with you.   
 

From the St Mark’s Cycle of Prayer, we pray for:  

Hitchin Christian Centre, The New Testament Church of God and The 

International First-born Church of the Living God; Nightingale Road 

Day Centre; Bearton Green and Bearton Close. 
 

From the Churches Together in Hitchin Prayer Link, we pray for: 

Built on Faith Bibleway Church’s 'Westmill makes Music' project as 
they seek God's direction in moving forward. 

Prayer Requests – Monthly prayer list 

For the list of people in need of long-term prayer support see the 

Prayer Requests book in church or the paper or email versions of the 

news sheet.  These people will be prayed for each week by a group of 

people praying individually in their own homes and are also named 

on our Prayer Tree in church.  Please remember them in your prayers 

along with the others named on the Prayer Tree. 
 

Notices 
 

Easter Lilies 

If you would like to dedicate an Easter lily this year, please write 

down the name/s for the dedication and give this, with your 

donation, to Joy Hukin, Diane Porter, a Warden or Jane. 
 

Bumper Cake Stall in the Market Place: 8 April, 9am until sold out 

All donations of cakes, preserves etc. or money towards ingredients 

will be gratefully received by Joy Hukin or Judy Page. 
 

Thursday Group: 6 April, 7.45 for 8pm in the church hall 

A talk by Angela Collins entitled ‘A Puppet’s Tale’.  This will be 

accompanied by Angela’s puppets.  Visitors welcome.  Entry £3 

(includes refreshments).  Further information from Val Conetta. 

 

Updating the Electoral Roll  

The Electoral Roll is the membership list of those who consider 

themselves part of our church family and is updated each year in 

time for the Annual Parish Church Meeting, a meeting (on 25 April 

this year) of all 4 Hitchin Anglican churches.  If you are over 16 and 

are not on the Electoral Roll, but would like to be, please pick up a 

form at the back of church today and put it in the box (clearly marked 

Electoral Roll returns) or give it to Maggie Mellersh by 2 April at the 

latest.  If you are not sure’ you are on the roll, there is a copy which 

you can check at the back of church.  

 



Traidcraft Stall: next Sunday, 2 April at the back of the church  

The Real Easter Eggs will be available then, so today is your last 

chance to order – the order form is at the back of church. 

There will also be a range of other goods available from across the 

world, all fairly traded, so, please, do support it if you can.     

 

Messy Church 

We are looking to set up Messy Church at Oughton Primary school on 

a termly basis.  Messy Church is a combination of craft activities, 

refreshments and a short informal service with the telling of a bible 

story (on which the craft activities have been based).  It is a slightly 

smaller scale version of our Good Friday Workshop.  The idea of 

doing this is to give families who aren't already connected to church a 

gentle and non-threatening introduction to the Christian faith.  To be 

able to run this we need a team of people to be involved so, if you'd 

like to get involved or find out more, please talk to Jane.  

 

CTH Service in the Market Place on Good Friday: 2 requests for help 

1 During the service, St Mark's and Walsworth Road Baptist Churches 

will be responsible for handing out hot cross buns to those who are 

around in the Market Place (not to those who have gathered for the 

service).  If you would like to help do this, please let Jane know. 

2 Harold Liberty of WRBC is organising the music and would welcome 

a few more singers and musicians. If you would like to offer, please 

contact him on 01582 881344 or harold.liberty@btinternet.com 

 

Easter Morning: This year we're going to start our Easter celebrations 

with an early communion service at 7am, followed by breakfast.  The 

service will begin with the lighting of the new paschal candle to 

signify the resurrection.  Breakfast will be a continental affair unless 

someone would like to volunteer to do some bacon sandwiches?!  

This service will replace the 8am service on Easter Sunday. 

Easter Services: 10 to 16 April 
 

Mon 10 –  
Wed 12  

8.00pm Compline and reading of Matthew’s 
Gospel (Chapters 17-28) 

Thur 13  8.00pm Iona-style Communion and Stripping of 
the Altar 

Fri 14 9.30am 
 

10.00am 
 
 

10.30am 
 

11.00am 
 

2.30-
4.30pm 

Service of Prayer and Reflection 
 

Leave from St Mark’s to walk to Bancroft 
Gardens 
 

Walk of Witness from Bancroft Gdns 
 

CTH Service in the Market Place 
 

Good Friday Workshop in St Mark’s 

Sun 16 7.00am 
 
 

10.00am 

Early morning Communion Service 
followed by breakfast 
 

Easter Family Communion 
 

School Governors 

1 St Andrew’s School 

St Andrew’s School is looking for a new PCC-appointed foundation 

governor.  This is a rewarding voluntary opportunity to contribute to 

the life of the school.  The need is for someone with good IT and/or 

finance skills who will strongly support the school’s Christian ethos.  

To ensure diversity on the governing body, this vacancy is for 

someone who is not a parent of a child currently at the school.  

Governors provide a strategic overview, act as ‘critical friend’ and 

ensure financial accountability.  Foundation governors have an 

additional responsibility to promote the Christian ethos of the school.  

The term of office is for four years.  A DBS check on appointment is 

required.  To find out more about what’s involved, please contact Rev 

Ian Todd on 01462 456140 or Robert Crowley on 01462 456842 and 

robertwcrowley@btinternet.com 

Please send applications to Rev Canon Michael Roden at 

michaelroden@btinternet.com  

mailto:robertwcrowley@btinternet.com
mailto:michaelroden@btinternet.com


2 Oughton Primary and Nursery School 

One way that many Christians serve their local community is by being 

a school governor.  Oughton Primary and Nursery School is in need of 

a new governor to serve on their friendly, small and hard-working 

governing body.  If you would be interested in finding out more, Jane 

would be delighted to hear from you.  jane@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

Christian Aid Week – help with administration needed 

An area in Hitchin has 13 voluntary door-to-door collectors but the 

area organiser has retired.  A new organiser is needed or we will lose 

the money the 13 volunteers would have collected.  This is a once-a-

year job which involves counting out the envelopes and distributing 

them to each collector in April and then counting the envelopes back 

in after Christian Aid Week in May. 

If you could do this, or would like to know more, please contact 

Helen Richardson. 

 

‘Clean Up Our Cash’ –  A Christian Aid Petition to the CEOs of 

Barclays, RBS, HSBC and Lloyds 

From today, a copy of this petition, which is asking these four banks 

to commit to end financing coal and to invest more in renewable 

energy, is available for signing in the Bradbury Welcome area at 

Christchurch.  Christchurch Eco group say, ‘This is a simple but 

important step to encourage ‘big business’ to do the right thing to 

help restrict damaging the earth by climate warming etc.  It needs 

signing over the next few weeks as we need to return it before the 

end of April.’ 
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