
St Mark's Lent Appeal 2017 - Healing Syria's wounds 

This year's Appeal is once again for Syrian refugees and this time we 

are supporting the work of Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) in the 

country itself and the surrounding countries of Turkey, Jordan, 

Lebanon and Iraq.  Though there are some fragile signs of peace, the 

plight of those who have left their homes is as severe as ever and 

medical care is essential for those who are in camps and for those 

who are trying to return home.  MSF is one of the most respected 

and effective medical organisations in the world (Nobel Peace Prize 

winner in 1999) and has a reputation for going into places when 

others hold back.  It is not yet permitted to go into government-held 

areas and it is too dangerous to work in territories controlled by 

Islamic State, but it is already on the ground in other parts of the 

country and surrounding states and hopes to step up its work as soon 

as possible.  Our contributions will help it to do so.  For more 

information, go to the website www.msf.org.uk/country/syria or 

have a word with John Richardson.  Gift envelopes are available 

today and each Sunday during Lent. Please give as you are able, cash 

or cheque payable to St Mark's Parish Church, gift-aided if possible.  

Many thanks for your generosity. 

 

Receiving the news sheet by email, submitting notices or contacting 

us – If you would like either to receive this news sheet via email in 

future or to have a notice included in the next news sheet, please 

email notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring Deirdre Parr on 456184. 

Please send notices for inclusion in the news sheet by 7pm on Wed.  

hile a few telephone numbers of church members may be included in 

this web version of the notice sheet, most contact details for events 

are published only in the hard copy, available in church or in the 

email version.  If you have no access to these, please contact Deirdre 

Parr using the above email address or phone number. 

 

 

 St Mark’s Church 

  Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 

2 April 2017 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Services and events today 

 

8.00am Holy Communion (p59 in folder) 

10.00am Holy Communion (p59 in folder) 

1.00pm Baptism of Amber Barlow 

6.30pm SIX:30 Service 

8.00pm Sunday Social at The Angels 
 

Readings for today 
 

1 Samuel 3: 1-10 

Romans 8: 6-11 

John 11: 1-45 
 

St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers 

If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane, our Vicar, or 

to a Welcomer or Warden, and feel free to take and fill in one of 

the newcomers’ cards which you’ll find on the Welcomers’ table 

near the entrance to the hall. 
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

 

www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

 
 

Follow us on Twitter: @stmarkshitchin 
  

http://www.msf.org.uk/country/syria
mailto:notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk
http://www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk/


Hymns for 10.00am 
 

AMNS 125 O for a thousand tongues 

AMNS 244 Hark, my soul, it is the Lord 

AMNS 70 It is a thing most wonderful 

SF 1 Be still for the presence of the Lord 

Sheet My Jesus, my Saviour 
 

Diary for the week beginning Monday, 3 April 
 

Wed 5 9.15am 

7.00pm 

Morning Prayer 

Choir Practice 

Thur 6 10.00am 

12-2pm 

7.45pm 

Communion at Westmill Lawns  

Hall cleaning 

Thursday Group  

Fri 7 9.30am Little Lions 

Sat 8 8.30am 
onwards 

Cake Stall in the Market Place 

 

Next Sunday, 9 April – Palm Sunday 
 

8.00am Holy Communion  

10.00am Holy Communion 

1.00pm Baptism of Freya Woods 

 
 

Prayer Ministry 

If you wish to pray with someone or to be prayed for at the end of 

the 10am service, Jane will be near the side altar to listen, talk and 

pray with you.  The space around the side altar remains available for 

you to be with your own thoughts, to pray by yourself or simply to 

light a candle.   

 

 

From the Churches Together in Hitchin Prayer Link, we pray for: 

Walsworth Road Baptist Church as they continue to develop their 

twinning relationship with Turaan Baptist Church in Israel, praying 

particularly for this week's planned Skype session with Turaan. 
 

From the St Mark’s Cycle of Prayer, we pray for:  

The clergy in the Hitchin and St Paul’s Walden team ministry; 

Citizens’ Advice Bureau and Black Squirrel Credit Union;  the 

residents of Bearton Road, including Bearton Court. 

 
Notices 

 

Cake Stall in the Market Place: next Saturday, 8 April from 9am until 

sold out – please help make it a bumper one! 

All donations of cakes, preserves etc. will be gratefully received by 

Joy Hukin or Judy Page.  Your contributions can be delivered to Joy or 

Judy on Friday evening or to the stall from 8.30am on the day.  If you 

can’t bake for the stall yourself, money for ingredients would also be 

appreciated.  

 

Churches Together in Hitchin Easter leaflet 

Austin thanks all who collated the leaflets last Wednesday.  The 

leaflets now need to be delivered before next Sunday to every home 

in the streets for which we are responsible.  They’re at the back of 

the church – please take a bundle to deliver. 
 

Easter Lilies 

If anyone would like to make a donation towards the Easter lilies in 

memory of a loved one would they please pass their donation either 

to Joy Hukin or me in an envelope with a note of the person to be 

remembered.      Diane Porter 

 

 

 



Thursday Group: 6 April, 7.45 for 8pm in the church hall 

A talk by Angela Collins entitled ‘A Puppet’s Tale’.  This will be 

accompanied by Angela’s puppets.  Visitors welcome.  Entry £3 

(includes refreshments).  Further info from Val Conetta. 

 

Updating the Electoral Roll  

Today is the last chance to check that you are on the Electoral Roll or 

to amend any of your details before it closes for 3 weeks to allow 

Maggie Mellersh, the Electoral Roll Secretary, to update it in time for 

the Annual Parish Church Meeting on 25 April.  This is a meeting of all 

4 Hitchin Anglican churches at which we present our Electoral Roll 

numbers.  The Electoral Roll is the membership list of those aged 16 

and over who consider themselves part of our church family.  Both 

the Roll and forms for new Roll members to complete are at the back 

of church today, along with a box for the completed forms.  

 

Delivering prayer cards: help needed from 16 April to 28 May 

Since September, we have delivered prayer cards to 50 streets in our 

parish and have had positive proof that they have been appreciated 

by at least some of the recipients.  The rota continues until the end of 

August and between 16 April and then there are 13 weeks with, as 

yet, no volunteers to deliver.  If you could cover any of these weeks 

(most urgently those from 16 April to end of May), please sign the 

rota on the Mission notice board or let Jane know.  

 

The Phase Prayer Guide for April is available from the Mission Table 

at the back of church.   

 

Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility. If you have any concerns 

please contact our safeguarding officer, Pauline Banks. 

 

CTH Service in the Market Place on Good Friday: 2 requests for help 

1 During the service, St Mark's and Walsworth Road Baptist Churches 

will be responsible for handing out hot cross buns to those who are 

around in the Market Place (not to those who have gathered for the 

service).  If you would like to help do this, please let Jane know. 

2 Harold Liberty of Walsworth Road Baptist Church is organising the 

music and would welcome a few more singers and musicians. If you 

would like to offer, please contact him on 01582 881344 or 

harold.liberty@btinternet.com 
 

Easter Morning 

This year, in place of the usual 8am service, we're going to start our 

Easter celebrations with an early communion service at 7am.  The 

service will begin with the lighting of the new paschal candle to 

signify the resurrection and will be followed by a cooked breakfast!  

The cooks (Joy and Helen) would like to have an idea of numbers so 

please sign the sheet on the Welcomers’ table if you’re planning to  

breakfast at church. 
 

Easter Services: 10 to 16 April 
 

Mon 10 –  
Wed 12  

8.00pm Compline and reading of Matthew’s 
Gospel (Chapters 17-28) 

Thur 13  8.00pm Iona-style Communion and Stripping of 
the Altar 

Fri 14 9.30am 
 

10.00am 
 
 

10.30am 
 

11.00am 
 

2.30-
4.30pm 

Service of Prayer and Reflection 
 

Leave from St Mark’s to walk to Bancroft 
Gardens 
 

Walk of Witness from Bancroft Gdns 
 

CTH Service in the Market Place 
 

Good Friday Workshop in St Mark’s 

Sun 16 7.00am 
 
 

10.00am 

Early morning Communion Service 
followed by breakfast 
 

Easter Family Communion 

 


