
St Mark's Lent Appeal 2017 - Healing Syria's wounds 

A word of thanks to all who have contributed so far to this year's Lent 

Appeal and a reminder that donations will be welcome until the 

Sunday after Easter and that gift envelopes are available at the back 

of the church. 

We are supporting the work of Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) 

among Syrian refugees in the country itself and the surrounding 

countries of Turkey, Jordan, Lebanon and Iraq.  Though there are 

some fragile signs of peace, the plight of those who have left their 

homes is as severe as ever and medical care is essential for those 

who are in camps and for those who are trying to return home.  MSF 

is one of the most respected and effective medical organisations in 

the world (Nobel Peace Prize winner in 1999) and has a reputation 

for going into places when others hold back.  It is not yet permitted 

to go into government-held areas and it is too dangerous to work in 

territories controlled by Islamic State, but it is already on the ground 

in other parts of the country and surrounding states and hopes to 

step up its work as soon as possible.  Our contributions will help it to 

do so.  For more information, go to www.msf.org.uk/country/syria or 

have a word with John Richardson. 
 

Receiving the news sheet by email or submitting notices 

If you would like either to receive this news sheet via email in future 

or to have a notice included in the next news sheet, please email 

notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring Deirdre Parr on 456184. 

Please send notices for inclusion in the news sheet by 7pm on Wed.  
 

How to contact us 

While a few telephone numbers of church members may be included 

in this web version of the notice sheet, most contact details for 

events are published only in the hard copy, available in church or in 

the email version.  If you have no access to these, please contact 

Deirdre Parr using the above email address or phone number. 
 

 

 St Mark’s Church 

  Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 

9 April 2017 
Palm Sunday 
Services today 

 

8.00am Holy Communion (p59 in folder) 

10.00am Holy Communion (separate booklet) 

1.00pm Baptism Service 
 

Readings for today 
 

Isaiah 50: 4-9a 

Philippians 2: 5-11 

Matthew 21: 1-11 
 

St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers 

If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane, our Vicar, or 

to a Welcomer or Warden, and feel free to take and fill in one of 

the newcomers’ cards which you’ll find on the Welcomers’ table 

near the entrance to the hall. 
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

 

www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

 
 

Follow us on Twitter: @stmarkshitchin 
  

http://www.msf.org.uk/country/syria
mailto:notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk
http://www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk/


Hymns for 10.00am 
 

AMNS 60 All glory, laud and honour 

AMNS 30 Hark the glad sound! The Saviour comes 

AMNS 332 Christ is made the sure foundation (vv. 5, 6, 7 and 9) 

AMNS 459 Give me joy in my heart 

AMNS 100 All people that on earth do dwell 
 

Diary for the week beginning Monday, 10 April 
 

Mon 10 8.00pm Compline 

Tues 11 8.00pm Compline 

Wed 12 9.15am 

6.45pm 

8.00pm 

Morning Prayer 

Choir Practice 

Compline 

Thur 13 12-2pm 
 

8.00pm 

Hall cleaning 
 

Iona Communion and Stripping of the 
Altar  

Fri 14 9.30am 

10.00am 

10.30am 

11.00am 

2.30-4.30 

Service of prayer and reflection 

Leave church to walk to Bancroft Gdns 

Walk of Witness leaves Bancroft Gdns 

Good Friday Service in the Market Place 

Good Friday Workshop  

 

Next Sunday, 16 April – Easter Day 
 

7.00am Easter Communion and Lighting of the Easter Candle 
followed by breakfast 
 

10.00am Family Communion 

 
 

Prayer Ministry 

If you wish to pray with someone or to be prayed for at the end of 

the 10am service, John will be near the side altar to listen, talk and 

pray with you. 

From the Churches Together in Hitchin Prayer Link, we pray for: 

the Maundy Thursday supper and service being held at Walsworth 

Road Baptist Church jointly with Christchurch and Tilehouse Street 

Baptist Church; the CTH Good Friday Walk of Witness and United 

Service – may they be powerful proclamations of the love of Christ for 

all; The Church of God of Prophecy’s 'Door to Door' witnessing on 

Good Friday. 
 

From the St Mark’s Cycle of Prayer, we pray for:  

St Mark’s Morning Prayer, Thursday Group, Prayer Group, fellowship 

groups, Exploring Christianity, and Friday lunches; lonely and 

housebound people, the Loneliness Visiting Group; the residents of 

Old Hale Way. 
 

Notices 
 

What's God calling you to do? 

During Lent, we have been thinking about what God might be calling 

us as individuals to do.  If our sermon reflections have made you 

think that God might be asking you to do something different from 

the things you already do, however small you might feel that 

something might be, we'd love to invite you to an informal supper at 

the Vicarage on Saturday 6 May at 7.30pm, to explore that further 

with you.  Please let Jane know if you'd like to come so we can make 

sure we have enough food! (434686 or jane@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk). 

 

Compline in Holy Week 

Each year, we mark the first three days of Holy Week with an evening 

service called Compline or Night Prayer.  This is a simple, reflective, 

said service which those who attend find very calming and peaceful. 

This year, Compline will be preceded by the reading of chapters 17-

28 of Matthew’s gospel in six instalments, two on each of the three 

evenings.  The gospel reading and Compline together will last 

between 45 and 50 minutes and you are encouraged to attend some 

or all of these services as you prepare for Easter. 

mailto:jane@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk


Easter Morning Breakfast 

This year, in place of the usual 8am service, we're going to start our 

Easter celebrations with an early communion service at 7am which 

will then be followed by a cooked breakfast.  If you would like to join 

us for breakfast between 8.45 and 9.45am, please sign the sheet on 

the Welcomers’ table today to help Joy and Helen plan the catering. 

 

Easter Monday Pilgrimage to St Albans Cathedral 

People, young and old, walk to St Albans from across the diocese to 

meet and gather in the Cathedral on Easter Monday from 2pm.  The 

Celebration Service starts at 3pm.  A group of us will be walking from 

Hitchin.  The route will be planned and led by Roger Morris, using off-

road footpaths for much of the time.  Anyone is welcome to join us. 

We will meet at the Three Moorhens car park at 7.15am to start 

walking.  Bring waterproofs and a packed lunch.  The service in the 

Abbey is open to all.  Walkers will need to arrange their own 

transport back to Hitchin. 

 

Calling people with bread makers! 

For one of the activities at the Good Friday Workshop we will making 

bread rolls.  Would anyone with a bread maker, or anyone who is 

good at making bread dough, be willing to make us a batch of dough? 

We are going to need enough to make about 30 rolls.  If you're able 

to help, can you indicate how many rolls your batch of dough could 

make, please?  Offers to Jane asap (434686 or jane@stmarks-

hitchin.org.uk) 

 

Filling gaps in the prayer card delivery rota 

There are still lots of gaps in the rota, particularly between now and 

the end of May.  If this is something you could help with, please have 

a look at rota on the Mission notice board and sign up for any weeks 

you can do or let Jane know.  
 

 

mailto:jane@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk
mailto:jane@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk

