
Recycling of refillable ball point pens  

A notice for all members of St Marks but especially for those still at 

school:  As we approach the end of the school year you may be 

thinking of disposing of your old pens to invest in new ones for 

September.  Please don’t throw the used ones away but put them in 

the small box at the back of the church to be sent to Terracycle.  

Funds raised from this go to supporting North Herts Hostel for the 

homeless.   

 

Sainsbury’s new Fair Trade Policy   

Sainsbury’s has taken the globally recognised Fairtrade Mark off its 

tea, and replaced it with its own lesser scheme ‘Fairly Traded’.  It’s a 

test, and is already on the shelves in some stores, and if successful 

Tesco is planning to follow suit.  This is bad news for farmers and 

producers, as the plan is for Sainsbury’s to control the ‘social 

premium’.  This is the extra money which farmers get for social 

projects under the fairtrade system, and which the farmers 

collectively decide how to use.  Sainsbury’s want to keep this money 

and get the farmers to apply for it individually.  A number of church 

members have expressed concern that the new scheme is untested 

and unverified, and that the ‘Fairly Traded’ label is likely to mislead 

customers.  But most importantly farmers feel control will be taken 

away from them.  If you would like to find out more or to sign the 

petition to the CEO of Sainsburys, you can use the following link 

- http://www.globaljustice.org. uk/take-action 

Maggie Mellersh 
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16 July 2017 
Fifth Sunday after Trinity 

Services today 
 

8.00am Holy Communion (p29 in folder) 

10am Family Service (pg 5 in folder) 

11.15am Holy Communion (Said) (p29 in folder) 
 

 

Readings for today 
 

Genesis 25. 19-34 

Romans 8. 1-11 

Matthew 13. 1-9, 18-23 

 
 

St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers 

If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane, our Vicar, 

Jeni, our Curate, or to a Welcomer or Warden, and feel free to 

take and fill in one of the newcomers’ cards which you’ll find on 

the Welcomers’ table near the entrance to the hall. 
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

 

www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

 
 

Follow us on Twitter: @stmarkshitchin 
 
  

http://www.globaljustice.org.uk/take-action
http://www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk/


Hymns for 10.00am 
 

MP 664 The Spirit lives to set us free 

Sheet Our God is a great big God  

Sheet I will trust (The Lord's my shepherd)  

F14 Teach me to dance  

F24 We are marching 

 
Diary for the week beginning Monday, 17 July 

 

Mon 17th 2pm Prayer Group 

Wed 19 9.15am Morning Prayer 

Thurs 20th 6.30pm Group With No Name 

Fri 14 10am Baptism Visitors meeting at the Vicarage 

 

Next Sunday, 23 July – Sixth Sunday after Trinity 
 

8.00am Holy Communion (Said) 

10.00am Holy Communion 

 

 

From the Churches Together in Hitchin Prayer Link, we pray for: 

As the school terms ends PHASE ask us to pray that all children, 

young people and school staff be able to rest, relax and be 

rejuvenated over the summer break. 
 
 

 

From the St Mark’s Cycle of Prayer, we pray for: Monkey Club, Little 

Lions, Group with No Name, Hot Chocolate Club and uniformed 

groups, and those living with HIV and AIDS, and residents of Fryth 

Cottages (in Nightingale Rd) and Ickleford Road. 
 

PHASE Prayer Guide for July and August is available from the 

Mission Table.  PHASE would appreciate your prayers for the very 

busy month ahead and for all the summer holiday activities which 

they will be supporting in August.   

 

Notices 
 

Filming in services on Sunday 

The 10am and 11.15am services are being filmed (or parts are being 

filmed) this Sunday.  This is for an education film for secondary school 

students and is about 'A day in the life of a vicar'.  It is part of a series 

looking at different faith leaders.  Please just be normal and ignore 

the camera! 
 

SIX:30 Services 

For the last 15 months we have been holding a monthly service called 

the SIX:30 Service which has enabled us to experiment with a 

different, more relaxed and informal adult style of worship and to 

enjoy exploring many of the rich worship resources from the modern 

music tradition.  Having reviewed these services for a second time we 

have now come to the decision to run the SIX:30 service four times a 

year, rather than monthly, but also to look to gradually introduce 

some of the best of the music we've been enjoying singing into 

Family Services and our communion services, where appropriate.  

Our next SIX:30 service will be on 1st October. 
 

Pathfinders’ proposed rules for a better life 

At the end of Sunday’s service (2 July), Pathfinders shared their 

thoughts on rules which they felt would improve life for everyone.  

For those of you who missed this or would like to have a copy of their 

suggestions, here they are: 

1 Be eco-friendly 6 No bullying 

2 Don’t commit crimes 7 Be respectful of others 

3 Don’t smoke 8 No swearing 

4 Don’t start wars 9 Be charitable 

5 No violence  

 
 

 

 

 

 



Churches Together in Hitchin - meeting on healing ministry 

Churches Together in Hitchin has welcomed the idea of bringing 

together people in our congregations who are involved/interested in 

healing ministry.  This will take place on Wednesday 19th July, 2.00 

to 3.30 pm at Our Lady's. The aim is to have a conversation in which 

we hear how this ministry is practised in our different traditions and 

learn from each other 
 

Taxi Rota Help Needed 

St Mark's runs a taxi rota of volunteers to enable our less able 

members of church to join us for services. We need one more 

person. You would only be needed once in every 6 weeks. Swapping 

dates with others when other priorities occur is perfectly acceptable. 

if this is something you feel you could contribute to our church family 

please contact Helen Richardson - or even to find out more 

 

 

Helpers for Christchurch Open Church Team 

Christchurch is prayerfully seeking more helpers to join its Open 

Church team, offering simple hospitality to passers-by on weekdays.   

 

To receive the news sheet by email or submit a notice  

If you would like either to receive this news sheet via email in future 

or to have a notice included in the next news sheet, please email 

notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk  or ring Tricia Reed on 440278. 

Please send notices for inclusion in the news sheet by 7pm on Wed. 

Please note that through the summer holidays we will have a news 

sheet on 30th July, 13th August and 27th August.  Please ensure any 

notices are notified in good time. 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Directory 

The 2017 Updates are now ready for printing, so please sign up by 

Sunday 16th July if you would like a copy.  If you are new to St Mark’s 

and haven’t got a copy of the original 2014 Directory, or you have 

mislaid your copy and would like a new one, please tick the box for 

the Full Directory, but please bear in mind that the full copies are 

quite expensive to print so we would prefer not to print them unless 

necessary.  Any queries please contact Maggie Mellersh on 504003 or 

maggie.mellersh@phonecoop.coop Thank you. 
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