
 St Mark’s Church Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 
 
 

12 November 2017  
Remembrance Sunday 

Third Sunday Before Advent 
 

Services and events for today (web) 
 

8am Holy Communion  (p.29 in folder) 

10am Family Communion and Parade service with Act of 
Remembrance 

2.30pm Talk from Sally Burke about her experiences in 
Malawi (in the hall) 

 
Readings for today 

 

Amos 5. 18-24  

1 Thessalonians 4. 13-18 

Matthew 25. 1--13 
 
 
 

St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers 

If you are new here, do introduce yourself to our Vicar Jane, to our 

Curate Jeni, or to a Welcomer or Warden, and feel free to take and 

fill in one of the newcomers’ cards which you’ll find on the 

Welcomers’ table near the entrance to the hall. 
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Follow us on Twitter: @stmarkshitchin 
 
 

Hymns for 10.00am 
 

361 For the healing of the nations 

JP 161 Make me a channel of thy peace 

367 God of grace and God of glory 

510 Sent forth by God's blessing, our true faith confessing 

SF 24 We are marching in the light of God 
  

 

Diary for week beginning Monday 13 November 
 

15 Nov 9.15am Morning Prayer 

15 Nov 7pm Choir Practice 

16 Nov 2pm Pastoral and Bereavement Group meets 

16 Nov 
8pm 

Churches Together in Hitchin AGM at 
Walsworth Road Baptist Church 

17 Nov 9.30am Little Lions 

18 Nov 9.4am Exploring Christianity NB Change of Venue  
 
 
 

Services for Sunday, 19 November  
 

8.00am   Holy Communion (Said) 
10.00am Family Service 
11.15am Holy Communion (Said) 

 

From the St Mark’s Cycle of Prayer, we pray for:  All to be baptised or 

confirmed, baptism and bereavement visitors, homeless people, North 

Herts Sanctuary, and the Bancroft Project.   We also pray for the 

residents of North Place and South Place. 

 

Prayer Ministry:  If you wish to pray with someone or to be prayed for 

at the end of the 10am service, John will be near the pulpit in the side 

aisle to listen, talk and pray with you. 

 

 

 
 

http://www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk/


Notices 
Churches Together in Hitchin Council/Annual General Meeting 
The next Churches Together in Hitchin (CTH) Council is on Thursday 16th 

November, 8.00 pm at Walsworth Road Baptist Church - tea/coffee from 

7.30 pm.  The meeting will be in two parts:  At 8.00 pm, there will be a 

presentation by Geraint Edwards, Headteacher of The Priory School, on 

the joys and challenges of being in secondary education at the moment.  

This will be followed at about 8.45 by the CTH Annual General Meeting 

when reports on the past year will be received and appointments and 

plans made for 2018.  All are welcome at either or both parts of the 

meeting.  Further information from John Richardson, Secretary of CTH, 

on 07505 426876 or 01462 435595. 

 

Church Boundary Tidy Up - Help Needed 

Saturday 24 November we are going to have a clear up session to tidy 

and reduce the scrub in area off the Bedford Road/Lancaster Avenue 

where it has become over grown, and also behind the church in the ally 

way.  We will start at 09:30 and ending at 11:30, with tea and biscuits 

afterwards.  Willing volunteers should BYO gloves and secateurs and 

meet at the Vicarage at 09:30.   
 

Welcomers Fire Safety Training 

On Sunday 25 November we will have a short session after the service 

to refresh welcomers about fire safety, and would be grateful if those 

who are on the welcoming rota, or who would be willing to join it, 

would join us for that. 
 

A Day in the Life of a Vicar 

A few months ago, a company called True Tube did some filming in 

church for an educational video for 11-13 year olds.  The video is now on 

their website.  If you'd like to take a look the link is 

https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/day-life-christian-vicar 

 

 

Advanced Notice of Advent services 

Advent will soon be upon us and as well as our normal Sunday morning 

services there will also be an Advent Carol Service on 3rd Dec (Advent 

Sunday) at 4pm.  On 17th December, when we would normally have our 

Family Communion and Nativity service at 10am, we are trying a slightly 

different format this year.  This year we are splitting the communion 

from the nativity, but with an opportunity for people to still enjoy both 

parts of the service.  Therefore, services on 17th December will be as 

follows:  

8.00am Holy Communion (said) 

10.00am  Holy Communion (said) 

10.45am  Sunday School Nativity with Carols 

6.30pm  Service of Lessons and Carols 

As ever, there will be a warm welcome to anyone who wishes to join 

with us for any of these services. 
 

Cakes for Myeloma UK 

In 2011 my beloved dad lost his battle with multiple myeloma. He was 

just 69.  Since then, my sister and I have been trying to raise £1 for every 

day of his life, that's approx £25,000!  To date, we have raised just under 

£6000.  November is Myeloma UK coffee morning month and on Sunday 

19th November my family will be holding a cake stall in the church hall 

after the family service.  If you can, please come and purchase a piece of 

cake as a perfect accompaniment to your morning tea or coffee! 

Thank you for your support.  Helen, Andy and Finley Elliott 
 

Communion before confirmation 

For a long time, the parish has had a policy of allowing children from 

Year 5 and above to receive communion, after a time of preparation, 

before being confirmed at an older age.  We currently have a few 

children interested in this.  Therefore, we are looking to run some 

preparation sessions in the new year, during the Sunday morning 

services, for any of our children or young people interested in exploring 

this further.  Please speak to Jane for further details. 

 

https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/day-life-christian-vicar


Oven needed – moving house 

We plan to move house on Friday 24th November. The new place does 

not have an oven! We wondered if anyone would happen to have a 

spare oven (unlikely!), gas hob, camping stove, Delonghi mini oven (or 

similar) we could please borrow while we get ourselves a little straight.  

Thank you Michael and Gail Litterick 

 

Thank you to everyone at St Marks for your support recently and also 

for the lovely plant. It is a great comfort to know that prayers  

and thoughts are being sent to Enzo’s brothers, medically we don’t 

know what the future will be.  Please continue to pray for the our 

family.  We appreciate all your concern.     Val and Enzo  

 

“Will Aid Month” benefits Christian Aid 

Every November participating solicitors waive their fee for writing or 

updating a basic will.  Instead they invite clients to make a voluntary 

donation of £96 for a single basic will and £150 for a pair of basic mirror 

wills.  Over the years, Will Aid has raised an amazing £18m for the vital 

work of the nine Will Aid charities, changing lives in the UK and around 

the world.  According to their advert in the Christian Aid Magazine, you 

get a professionally drawn-up will whilst the charities receive much 

needed donations.  Visit willaid.org.uk to find the contact details of a 

participating solicitor in your area or call Will Aid on 0300 0309 558 for 

details of a solicitor near you. 

 

Nature Garden 

During the past few months the area off St Mark’s Close near to the 

emergency exit has been cleared of scrub, the pathway uncovered and  

it’s ready for planting.  Pam is making a hedgehog garden and Elliot is 

providing a bug house.  If anyone has any experience of developing such 

a project, or would like to donate a bird box, feeder or their expertise, 

please would you contact Kevin Banks. 

 

The 21st Hitchin Christmas Tree Festival Sat 9th and Sun 10th 

December, at Holy Saviour Church, Radcliffe Rd; 12noon to 6pm, 

admission £4.00, accompanied children free.  Come and see the display 

of 50 beautifully decorated trees in a lovely setting, with seasonal music 

from local musicians and choirs.  Home cooked lunches and teas 

available.  On the Saturday morning, 10.30-11.30, the festival will be 

open for disabled visitors and their carers who may prefer a quieter 

time to enjoy the display.   

Friday 8th December: the weekend begins with the Festival Preview 

Evening and Concert, 6.30pm-9pm (concert 7.45).   

Tickets £12 from 01462 712212:   toryevans@greatgreen.plus.uk   

Further info from ctf@holysaviourhitchin.org.uk and Facebook 

HitchinChristmasTreeFestival 
 

Traidcraft Christmas Catalogues are available from the back of the 

church.  If you would like to place an order via Maggie Mellersh (no p&p 

costs) please let her have the order by Sunday 12th November.  

Otherwise you can order online from www.traidcraftshop.co.uk 

 

Want to join friends on Christmas Day? 

St Mark’s will be offering a Christmas Lunch to anyone who would like to 

join us on Christmas Day, from 1pm until 4pm.  If you would like to 

come, please sign the sheet at the back of church so that we have an 

idea of numbers, the closing date for which is 26th November.  If you 

have any questions please call Joy Hukin. 

 

“Child of the Divide” – a play by Sudha Bhuchar.  

“A remarkable story of family, identity and belonging, marking the 70th 

anniversary of the partition of India.”  Broadway Theatre, Letchworth – 

7.30 pm Tuesday 14th November.  Tickets £15 via the Theatre website, 

or contact Austin Smith for tickets at £6!!  More details on the poster on 

the noticeboard outside the hall. 

 

 

mailto:toryevans@greatgreen.plus.uk
http://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/


Nativity Crib Festival 

Display of Nativity Crib sets at St Ippolyts Church.  December 2nd and 

3rd from 11 am to 5 pm.  Come and see over 100 crib sets and read their 

stories.  They're a delight to see.  Tea and cake available too! Further 

details from Barbara Thomas 01462 421647 

 
The Partition History Project – 9 am – 5 pm, November 13-23  
St Mary’s Church will be screening off the most beautiful part of the 

church to symbolize the terrible loss of life, of mutual trust, and of 

access to holy sites at the time of the Partition of India.  It will be freely 

open to all, of all faiths and none, to visit and light a candle.  For further 

details, email Canon Michael Roden hitchinparishoffice@btinternet.com  

  

Looking for “Somewhere to Go” This Christmas? 

Nowhere to go this Christmas? then you are welcome to join us... 

for Christmas food, festive fun and good company at Walsworth Road, 

Baptist Church, Walsworth Rd, Hitchin, SG4 9SP!  Join us on Christmas 

day 11am-5pm, Boxing day 10am-4pm, and New Year’s Day 10am-4pm. 

For booking, donations or volunteering contact Leigh 07931 – 833838 or 

Donald 07737451105, email bof_biblewaychurch@yahoo.co.uk  

 

Diocesan Job Vacancies 

The Diocese is advertising for a full-time Administrator and part-time 

Training Co-ordinator to join the Fresh Expressions team at Holywell 

Lodge, and there is a Job Vacancy for a Finance Manager to work at the 

Diocesan Office at Holywell Lodge.  For further details please see the 

adverts on the notice board at the back of church or see the information 

on line at www.stalbans.anglican.org/diocese/other-vacancies 

 

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility 

If you have any concerns lease contact our safeguarding officer, Pauline 

Banks  

 

 

Concert in Support of NEC Library Appeal  

On Saturday, November 18, 7pm at WRBC, Claire McDonald & friends 

present a musical evening with a focus on Israel.  Admission is free with 

a retiring collection for Nazareth Evangelical College’s Arabic library 

appeal. 

  

Looking “For Somewhere to Go” this Christmas? 

Nowhere to go this Christmas? then you are welcome to join us... 

for Christmas food, festive fun and good company at Walsworth Road, 

Baptist Church, Walsworth Rd, Hitchin, SG4 9SP.  Join us on Christmas 

day: 11am-5pm, Boxing day: 10am-4pm, New Year’s Day: 10am-4pm. 

For booking, donations or volunteering contact Leigh 07931 – 833838 or 

Donald 07737451105 email: bof_biblewaychurch@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

To receive the news sheet by email or submit a notice  

If you would like either to receive this news sheet via email in future or to 

have a notice included in the next news sheet, please email 

notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring Tricia Reed on 440278.   

 

Please send notices for inclusion in the news sheet by 7pm on Wed.  
 

EVENTS If you would like to promote an event at St Mark’s on our 
Website, please send you poster/flier to events@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
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