
 St Mark’s Church Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 
 

19 November 2017  
Second Sunday Before Advent 

 

Services and events for today (web) 
 

8am Holy Communion (p.29 in folder) 

10am Family Service (p.5 in folder) -  Cake sale after church 

11.15am Holy Communion (p.29 in folder) 

 
Readings for today 

 

Zephaniah 1. 7, 12-18  

1 Thessalonians 5. 1-11 

Matthew 25. 14-30 
 
 
 

St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers 

If you are new here, do introduce yourself to our Vicar Jane, to our 

Curate Jeni, or to a Welcomer or Warden, and feel free to take and 

fill in one of the newcomers’ cards which you’ll find on the 

Welcomers’ table near the entrance to the hall. 
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 
 
 

 

@stmarkshitchin 
 
 
For an insight into the life of our Vicar see :  “A Day in the Life of a Vicar” 

at  https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/day-life-christian-vicar 

 
 
 

Hymns for 10.00am 
 

JP 259 To God be the glory 

JP 78 He's got the whole world in his hands   

JP 208   Rejoice in the Lord  

F10 I the Lord of Sea and Sky   

JP 258 This little light of mine   
  

 

Diary for week beginning Monday 20 November 
 

22 Nov 9.15am Morning Prayer 

 7pm Choir Practice 

 8pm Deanery Synod at St Mary’s Church Stotfold 

23 Nov 6.30pm Group With No Name (GWNN) 

 8pm District Church Council meets 

24 Nov 12.30pm Church Lunch 

25Nov 9.30am Church Boundary Tidy Up 
 
 
 

Services for Sunday, 26 November  
 

8.00am   Holy Communion (Said) 
10.00am Holy Communion  
 Following the 10am service, Welcomers Fire Safety 

Training 

 

From the Churches Together in Hitchin prayer Link we pray for: 

Christchurch ask that we give prayerful thanks with them for yesterday’s 

Messy Church event.  We pray the Lord’s blessing on all those who took 

part.  Walsworth Road Baptist Church ask for prayers for their "Get in 

the Picture" being held next Saturday.  This is a community outreach 

activity run during the town’s Christmas light switch on event. We pray, 

with them, that it will help people remember the true meaning of 

Christmas. We remember in our prayers Hitchin Christian Centre as they 

hold a fund-raising evening this coming Wednesday in support of their 

pre-school facility. 

 

http://www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk/
https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/day-life-christian-vicar


From the St Mark’s Cycle of Prayer, we pray for:  Ministry at Westmill 

Lawns, for people with visual, hearing and speech impairment, and for 

the residents of Beaumont Close and Nutleigh Grove. 

Notices 
Deanery Synod Wednesday 22nd November 

At the Deanery Synod this week we will be welcoming Revd Sue Stillwell 

to talk about 'How can the church respond to the spiritual needs of 

people living with dementia?'.  This is an open meeting and anyone 

interested in hearing Sue speak are very welcome.  Synod will meet at St 

Mary's Church, Stotfold, SG5 4NE, beginning at 8pm. 
 

Church Boundary Tidy Up - Help Needed 

Saturday 25 November, we are going to have a clear up session to tidy 

and reduce the scrub in area off the Bedford Road/Lancaster Avenue 

where it has become over grown, and also behind the church in the ally 

way.  We will start at 09:30 and ending at 11:30, with tea and biscuits 

afterwards.  Willing volunteers should BYO gloves and secateurs and 

meet at the Vicarage at 09:30.   
 

Real Advent Calendars 

Will be available from the back of the church after the Family Service 

today – if you ordered one they will be in a named bag and Maggie will 

leave them in church for you to collect.  There will be a few spares to 

buy on the day – first come, first served - £3.99 each. 
 

Nativity 17th December 

This year we are trying something new.  We will be doing a scratch 

nativity in the 10:45 service.  Everyone who would like to can come 

dressed as any character from the nativity (your choices are Angel, 

Mary, Joseph, Star, Shepherd, Wise man, Donkey, other animals), and 

we can all join in with the story.  The pathfinders will be narrating the 

story for us and the travellers will be helping to guide us all.   

 

Church Lunch Fri 24th Nov 

This Friday's church lunch will be supplied by our local Fish and Chip 

shop.  Therefore, please make sure you sign up on the sheet at the back 

of church, indicating if you'd like sausage or fish.  If you have signed up 

already but now can't come, please do let us know. 
 

 

Cakes for Myeloma UK Cake Sale today – 19 November 

In 2011 my beloved dad lost his battle with multiple myeloma. He was 

just 69.  Since then, my sister and I have been trying to raise £1 for every 

day of his life, that's approx £25,000!  To date, we have raised just under 

£6000.  November is Myeloma UK coffee morning month and this 

Sunday my family will be holding a cake stall in the church hall after the 

family service.  If you can, please come and purchase a piece of cake as a 

perfect accompaniment to your morning tea or coffee! 

Thank you for your support.  Helen, Andy and Finley Elliott 
 

Oven needed – moving house 

We plan to move house on Friday 24th November. The new place does 

not have an oven! We wondered if anyone would happen to have a 

spare oven (unlikely!), gas hob, camping stove, Delonghi mini oven (or 

similar) we could please borrow while we get ourselves a little straight.  

Thank you Michael and Gail  
 

Nature Garden 

Thank you for all your wonderful donations of bird boxes and feeders, 

and for the bulbs and plants.  We have plenty to make a lovely garden 

and are currently busy planting and installing, and look forward to 

seeing it bloom in the spring. 
 

Want to join friends on Christmas Day? 

St Mark’s will be offering a Christmas Lunch to anyone who would like to 

join us on Christmas Day, from 1pm until 4pm; Adults £8 and children 

£3.   If you have any questions please call Joy Hukin. 

 



Nativity Crib Festival 

Display of Nativity Crib sets at St Ippolyts Church.  December 2nd and 

3rd from 11 am to 5 pm.  Come and see over 100 crib sets and read their 

stories.  They're a delight to see.  Tea and cake available too! Further 

details from Barbara Thomas 01462 421647 

 

The 21st Hitchin Christmas Tree Festival Sat 9th and Sun 10th 

December, at Holy Saviour Church, Radcliffe Rd; 12noon to 6pm, 

admission £4.00, accompanied children free.  Come and see the display 

of 50 beautifully decorated trees in a lovely setting, with seasonal music 

from local musicians and choirs.  Home cooked lunches and teas 

available.  On the Saturday morning, 10.30-11.30, the festival will be 

open for disabled visitors and their carers who may prefer a quieter 

time to enjoy the display.   

Friday 8th December: the weekend begins with the Festival Preview 

Evening and Concert, 6.30pm-9pm (concert 7.45).   

Tickets £12 from 01462 712212:   toryevans@greatgreen.plus.uk   

Further info from ctf@holysaviourhitchin.org.uk and Facebook 

HitchinChristmasTreeFestival 

 
The Partition History Project – 9 am – 5 pm, November 13-23  
St Mary’s Church will be screening off the most beautiful part of the 

church to symbolize the terrible loss of life, of mutual trust, and of 

access to holy sites at the time of the Partition of India.  It will be freely 

open to all, of all faiths and none, to visit and light a candle.  For further 

details, email Canon Michael Roden hitchinparishoffice@btinternet.com  

  

Welcomers Fire Safety Training 

On Sunday 26 November we will have a short session after the service 

to refresh welcomers about fire safety, and would be grateful if those 

who are on the welcoming rota, or who would be willing to join it, 

would join us for that. 

 

 

Diocesan Job Vacancies 

The Diocese is advertising for a full-time Administrator and part-time 

Training Co-ordinator to join the Fresh Expressions team at Holywell 

Lodge, and there is a Job Vacancy for a Finance Manager to work at the 

Diocesan Office at Holywell Lodge.  For further details please see the 

adverts on the notice board at the back of church or see the information 

on line at www.stalbans.anglican.org/diocese/other-vacancies 

 

Foodbank 

We shall be collecting for the Foodbank next weekend.  The Foodbank 

members have said that due to the magnificent response during harvest 

they have no immediate shortages, however, they will be putting 

together Christmas food parcels in the five-week run up to Christmas.  

The list for this includes: tinned ham, Christmas Pudding, Christmas 

Cake, box of biscuits, children’s selection box, box of chocolates, large 

bar of chocolate (150/200g), snags and nibbles, Christmas crackers.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

To receive the news sheet by email or submit a notice  

If you would like either to receive this news sheet via email in future or to 

have a notice included in the next news sheet, please email 

notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring Tricia Reed on 440278.   

 

Please send notices for inclusion in the news sheet by 7pm on Wed.  
 

EVENTS If you would like to promote an event at St Mark’s on our 
Website, please send you poster/flier to events@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
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