
 St Mark’s Church Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 
 

17 December 2017 for Two Weeks (web) 
Third Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve 

 

Services and events for today 
 

8am Holy Communion 

10am Holy Communion 

10.45am Nativity with Carols - Refreshments will follow the 
10.45am service 

6.30pm Service of Lessons and Carols 

 
Readings for today 

 

Isaiah 61. 1-4, 8-11 

1 Thessalonians 5. 6-24 

John 1. 6-8, 19-28 
 
 
 

St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers 

If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane our Vicar, to our 

Curate Jeni, or to a Welcomer or Warden, and feel free to take and 

fill in one of the newcomers’ cards which you’ll find on the 

Welcomers’ table near the entrance to the hall. 
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

 

@stmarkshitchin 
 
 

For an insight into the life of our Vicar see: “A Day in the Life of a Vicar” at  

https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/day-life-christian-vicar 

 
  

 

Diary for week beginning Monday 18 December 
 

Mon 18 De 2pm Strathmore Infants School Carols in church 

Wed 20 Dec 9.15 Morning Prayer 
 
 
 

Services for Sunday, 24 December Christmas Eve 
 

 No 8am Service 

10am  Holy Communion (Said service, with a short homily) 

2pm  Crib Service 

4pm  Crib Service 

11.30pm  Midnight Communion Service 

 

Diary for week beginning Monday 25 December 
 

Christmas Day 10am Family Christmas Communion 

Wed 27 Dec 9.15am Morning Payer 
 

Services for Sunday, 31 December 

8am Holy Communion (Said) 

10am Holy Communion 
 

From the Churches Together in Hitchin prayer Link we pray for: 

Wymondley Baptist Church ask that we pray for the preparations for the 

annual Christmas Nativity Procession in Little Wymondley arranged by 

the Parish and supported by them and with many village residents 

joining in. We pray, with them, that the event will be seen as a clear 

witness about Christmas truth and also as an expression of unity 

between Christians in the village from different backgrounds.  We pray 

for the ongoing Christian witness of all the member churches of 

Churches Together in Hitchin as they both host and hold various Carol 

and Crib Services.   During the Christmas season we pray for our clergy 

and all those who help administer both these and other celebratory 

services which act as a focus both for regular church attendees and for 

those looking for spiritual nurture from within our consumer society. 

 

http://www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk/
https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/day-life-christian-vicar


From the St Mark’s Cycle of Prayer, we pray for:  Cleaners, gardeners, 

flower arrangers, all who make refreshments and all who maintain the 

church building, and for Hitchin Street Angels.  We also pray for the 

residents of Westmill Court and Westmill Lawns. 

 

 

Notices 
 

Welcomers for the Christmas Services 

We are in need of Welcomers for the special services over Christmas.  If 

you are able to be a Welcomer for any of the following services, please 

sign the list at the back of church:  Sunday 17th Carol Service, Christmas 

Eve - 2pm and 4pm Crib Service, 11.30pm Midnight Service, and 

Christmas Day the 10am Family Communion 

 

Nativity 17th December 

This year we are trying something new.  We will be doing a scratch 

nativity in the 10:45 service.  Everyone who would like to can come 

dressed as any character from the nativity (your choices are Angel, 

Mary, Joseph, Star, Shepherd, Wise man, Donkey, other animals), and 

we can all join in with the story.   The pathfinders will be narrating the 

story for us and the travellers will be helping to guide us all.   

 

Heartfelt thanks to the lovely St Mark's family 

I am immensely grateful for all your cards, messages and especially your 

prayers, which I know kept me calm and feeling supported this week as 

I've finally had my long-awaited surgery.  All went really well and I'm 

looking forward to being back in circulation in a couple of weeks’ time. 

With love, Deirdre 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Hampers for North Herts Sanctuary - Donations of Christmas 

Goodies would be gratefully received.  Particularly festive items: Tins of 

fruit, mince pies, Christmas cakes, crackers, sweets, chocolates, fancy 

biscuits, Christmas puddings etc. (Please NO ALCOHOL of any 

description!).  Also, some Crisps/Peanuts/Nibbles and Fizzy drinks – 

Coke, Pepsi etc.  Please put your donation in the box at the back of 

church. 
 

Gifts for the lonely and/or homeless – the Built on Faith Bibleway 

Church at Walsworth Road Baptist Church, as part of the “Somewhere 

to go at Christmas” initiative, are collecting gifts for the homeless/lonely 

who will be visiting the above Church over the Christmas/New Year 

period.  Visitors include ladies from mid-twenties up to 70yrs old, and 

gentlemen from 30 years upwards.  Suggested gifts include toiletries for 

either gender; please wrap you gift “A gift from your friends at St Mark’s 

Church” and place your wrapped donation in the box provided at the 

back of church. 
 

Blinds available for free:  We have two sets of window blinds from our 

kitchen, currently sitting in the garage.  They were originally supplied by 

Kevin of Hitchin Blinds.  These are available to any church member at no 

charge save a request for a reasonable donation to church funds.  Kevin 

has agreed to install at no charge. All are up to 102cm drop. Details are 

as follows: 

Set 1)   Mid brown wood effect slats and matching colour metal top 

works and wood effect facias:  Blind 1 -175cm wide x 102cm drop, 

50mm wide slats, in good condition/ Blind 2 -177cm wide x 116cm drop, 

50mm wide slats. Has a minor angular adjustment problem 

Set 2)   Mid brown solid wood slats and matching colour metal top 

works and wooden facias: Blind 1 -175cm wide x 102cm drop, 50mm 

wide slats/ Blind 2 -177cm wide x 116cm drop, 50mm wide slats. 

About one year old, both in good condition.  Replaced after kitchen 

change of colour.  Clive Rogers. 

 



 

Mince pies after Carol Service 17 December 

We will be having our traditional mince pies and tea/coffee after next 

Sunday evening's carol service.  So - again according to tradition! - we 

make an appeal to anyone to provide mince pies, bought or home-

made.  Just leave them in the kitchen after the morning service or just 

before the carol service.  Many thanks.   

 

In Memorium 

If anyone would like to make a donation in memory of a loved one at 

Christmas, please pass you donation to us with the name of the person 

you wish to remember.             Diane and Joy  

 

Messy St Mark's 

A huge thanks to everyone who planned, prepared, helped, baked or 

prayed for Messy St Mark's last week.  We had approximately 80 people 

come, many who came last time, plus some new families.  The 

adjustments we made from last time worked really well, and everyone 

was able to share in the Christmas story as well as do lots of lovely craft 

activities. 

 

Exploring Christianity 

Our Saturday morning group will begin again on 13th January, meeting 

at the home of Andrew and Deirdre Parr.  We will be looking at the 

Creeds during the first few months of next year, over 6 Saturday 

mornings. Anyone who would like to join in would be very welcome.  

Please talk to Jane for more details. 

 

Foodbank 

There will be no Foodbank collection this month as we have been 

collecting for their Christmas hampers during December. 

 

 
 

Notice sheets over the Christmas period 

There will be no notice sheet on 24th December.  Please ensure that any 

notices for the notice sheet on 31st December are with Tricia in good 

time. 
 

Thank you. 

My heartfelt thanks for all your good wishes, cards and gifts for my 70th 

birthday last Sunday. I was very touched and humbled by it all.   A more 

loving church than St Mark’s is difficult to imagine.  You love is warmly 

returned, as I trust you know.    Andrew. 

 

 

 

Christmas Wishes 

There are lots of different ways to 

celebrate Christmas at St Mark's this 

year.  We hope you'll be able to join us.  

However you celebrate Christmas we 

wish everyone a very joyful and holy 

Christmas and a peaceful start to the 

new year, from the clergy, readers and wardens. 
 

 

 

 

To receive the news sheet by email or submit a notice  

If you would like either to receive this news sheet via email in future or to 

have a notice included in the next news sheet, please email 

notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring Tricia Reed.   

 

Please send notices for inclusion in the news sheet by 7pm on Wed.  
 

EVENTS If you would like to promote an event at St Mark’s on our 
Website, please send you poster/flier to events@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

mailto:notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk
mailto:events@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk

