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7 January 2018 (web)
First Sunday of Epiphany

Services and events for today

	[bookmark: _Hlk488856612]8am
	Holy Communion (Said) (pg 29 in folder)

	10am
	Holy Communion (pg 15 in folder)

	2.30pm  
	Messy Church planning meeting - 2 Walnut Close

	8pm  
	Sunday Social at The Angel's



Readings for today

	Isaiah 60. 1-6

	Ephesians 3. 1-12

	Matthew 2. 1-12





St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers
If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane our Vicar, to our Curate Jeni. or to a Welcomer or Warden, and feel free to take and fill in one of the newcomers’ cards which you’ll find on the Welcomers’ table near the entrance to the hall.


PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU

www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk
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For an insight into the life of our Vicar see: “A Day in the Life of a Vicar” at  https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/day-life-christian-vicar

[bookmark: _Hlk497316284]	

[bookmark: _Hlk500964838]Hymns for 10.00am

	CP 33
	Of the Father's heart begotten

	48
	Earth has many a noble city

	CP 43
	We three kings of Orient are

	CP 36
	See him lying on a bed of straw

	CP 3
	As with gladness men of old


	
Diary for week beginning Monday 8 January 2018

	Mon 8 Jan
	
	Prayer Group Meet

	Wed 10 Jan
	9.15am
	Morning Prayer

	Wed 10 Jan
	7pm
	Choir Practice

	Sat 13 Jan
	9.45am
	Exploring Christianity group meets at 172 Old Hale Way



Services and events for Sunday 14 January 2018

	8am
	Holy Communion (Said)

	10am 
	Holy Communion - Jane Robson, minister from Tilehouse St Baptist Church, will be our preacher at this service.

	4.00pm  
	Chenery's 'In Loving Memory' service.



From the Churches Together in Hitchin prayer Link we pray for: Wymondley Baptist Church ask that we pray as they seek new leadership for the church.  Prayers are especially requested as they adjust to the changes that will follow as they serve the Lord under a new leader.
From the St Mark’s Cycle of Prayer, we pray for:  All Saints St Paul’s Walden, St Martin’s Preston and other village churches, for Relate and Cruse bereavement care.  We pray also for residents of Moss Way and Swinburne Ave.
Phase Prayer Guide
The January guide which lists a prayer for Phase for every day of the month is available from the Welcomers' table. Please pick up a guide and support this really important work with young people by your prayers.
Notices
Exploring Christianity - We will begin our 'Exploring Christianity' group again on Saturday mornings this coming week. We will be meeting at the home of Andrew and Deirdre Parr (172 Old Hale Way), beginning with coffee and crossiants at 9.45am, discussing from 10am.  This term we will be looking at the Creeds.  Anyone who would like to join us would be very welcome.  We will be meeting on 13th and 27th Jan, 10th and 24th Feb, 10th and 24th March.

Spring Alpha Course - Alpha is an opportunity to explore the meaning of life and to ask the big questions, such as "Why suffering?", "What is the historical evidence that Jesus lived, died and rose again?" There will be a taster session with no commitment required at all on 23rd of Jan. There will be a morning session at 10am and an evening session at 7.30pm. Contact Jeni McQuaid on 07773 784 736 or jennifercmcquaid@gmail.com for more information.

The North Herts Sanctuary, the charity which owns the property in which the Haven hostel is housed, is having a members meeting on Monday, January 8th at 7.30 pm, in The Barn at the Victoria Pub on the corner of Ickleford Road and Fishponds Road.  This is to give an update on recent progress, and to explore how the charity intends to move forward in the next 3/6 months.  If you are a member of the charity, or interested in getting involved, please do come along, or ask Louise Wills for further info.  The charity will also be having its AGM on the afternoon of Sunday 28 January at 2.30 pm, at Our Lady’s RC Church on Nightingale Rd, to which again all are welcome.

NHS will also be running a stall in the square to raise funds on Saturday 20 January.  If you have unwanted Christmas gifts, toys, books etc, they would be much appreciated for the stall. Please bring them along on the day (from 10:00).  Many thanks.

[bookmark: _GoBack]
Churches Together in Hitchin (CTH) United Service Sunday 21st January
The annual CTH United Service to mark the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is on Sunday 21st January, 6.30 pm at Our Lady's Church.  The service will include the induction of John Maguire of Tilehouse Street Baptist Church as Chair of CTH and John will give the word at the beginning of his year.   This year the theme is That all may be free, chosen by churches in the Caribbean and we shall include some of the prayers and readings that will be used all over the world in this special Week.  If you would like personally to use the reflections for the Week, these can be found on the Churches Together in Britain and Ireland website - www.ctbi.org.uk/weekofprayer
Further information about the service from John Richardson 07505 426876 or johnrichardson891@btinternet.com

Millers Café
Millers Café is for those who have been 'through the mill'.  It is an opportunity to drop in, to share a coffee and to be offered a listening ear for those who've experienced life changing conditions either themselves or through a loved one.  Millers Café will be open on the 1st Monday of each month between 2-4pm and the 3rd Wednesday of each month between 10am-12pm at Walsworth Road Baptist Church, beginning on 17th January.  This is an ecumenical endeavour and we are hoping to gather two small teams of volunteers to be tea and coffee makers, and/or listeners to be alongside people.  If you would be interested in volunteering please contact either Val Chamberlain (01462 458827 or valchamberlain2000@yahoo.co.uk ) if you would like to help on Mondays, or Mary Hollingdale (07759195487 or memholl@aol.com) if you would like to help on Wednesdays.

North Hertfordshire Sanctuary
Thank you to everyone for your gifts to this Christmas. We are most grateful for your generosity.

Domestic Abuse Awareness Workshop for faith and community leaders
9am – 2pm, Tuesday 23rd January 2018 in the Council Chambers and Ingleheim Lounge. This free event has been put on by Stevenage Borough Council to raise the awareness of domestic abuse. For more info contact Rev Janet Graham: 07922 034 733 (Church Mobile)  covenantpraisechurch@gmail.com
To book your free place which includes lunch contact: tania.stokes@stevenaqe.qov.uk or by phone on 07960644477

Spencers’ Bible Study Group - Our bible study group meets on the first and third Tuesday of the month, and new people are always welcome.  First meeting this year will be Tuesday 16 Jan.  Any queries speak to Spencer, or just turn up.

Christmas thanks
Thank you to everyone who contributed in any way to our Christmas celebrations, behind the scenes or up front.  Everyone's contribution is much appreciated.






To receive the news sheet by email or submit a notice 
If you would like either to receive this news sheet via email in future or to have a notice included in the next news sheet, please email notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring Tricia Reed on 440278.  

Please send notices for inclusion in the news sheet by 7pm on Wed. 

EVENTS If you would like to promote an event at St Mark’s on our Website, please send you poster/flier to events@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk
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