
 

 St Mark’s Church Hitchin   
A member of Churches Together in Hitchin 

 
 
 

11 February 2018 (web) 
Sunday next Before Lent 

 

Services and events for today 
 

8am Holy Communion (Said) (pg 29 in folder) 

10am Holy Communion  (pg 15 in folder) 

4.00pm In Loving Memory Service with Chenery's Funeral 
Directors 

 
 

Readings for today 
 

2 Kings 2. 1-12 

2 Corinthians 4. 3-6 

Mark 9. 2-9 
 
 
 

St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers 

If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane our Vicar, Jeni our 

Curate, or to a Welcomer or Warden, and feel free to take and fill in 

one of the newcomers’ cards which you’ll find on the Welcomers’ 

table near the entrance to the hall. 
 

PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU 
 

www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
 

 

@stmarkshitchin 
 
 

For an insight into the life of our Vicar see: “A Day in the Life of a Vicar” at  

https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/day-life-christian-vicar 

 
 

Hymns for 10.00am 
 

207 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation 

392 Lord Jesus, once you spoke to men 

375 I danced in the morning 

233 O thou who camest from above 

131 Love divine, all loves excelling 

  
Diary for week beginning Monday 29 January 2018 

 

Wed 14 9.15am Holy Communion for Ash Wednesday 

 8pm Holy Communion with Hymns 

Fri 16 9.30am Little Lions 

 
Services and events for Sunday 4 February 2018 

 

8am Holy Communion (Said)  

10am Family Service 

11.15am Holy Communion 

2.30pm Messy St Mark’s Planning Meeting 
 

From the Churches Together in Hitchin prayer Link we pray for: We pray 

for the members of PHASE as they host another ‘Time Trek Holiday Club’ 

on Tuesday at Tilehouse Street Baptist Church.  We pray that as they 

looking at the story of the Good Samaritan those attending will gain 

knowledge and insight about our shared Christian faith.   

We bring to mind the Churches Together Ash Wednesday lunch to be held 

at Our Lady's Church this coming week. We pray that the modest meal may 

be a reminder of those who face hunger today and a way of raising money 

to support them. 
 

From the St Mark’s Cycle of Prayer, we pray for:  Those receiving 

communion at home, for unemployed people, and all living with poverty 

and debt.  We also pray for the residents of Hine Way and Seebohm 

Close. 

 

http://www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk/
https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/day-life-christian-vicar


Prayer Ministry:  If you wish to pray with someone or to be prayed for at 

the end of the 10am service, Jeni will be near the pulpit in the side aisle to 

listen, talk and pray with you. 

 

Notices 
Electoral Roll 

The church's Electoral Roll is the membership list for the church family.  If 

you are over 16, are baptised in any Christian denomination and consider 

yourself to be a member of our church family you would be very welcome 

to be on the Electoral Roll.  At this time of year, we review the Electoral 

Roll.  If you are not currently on the Electoral Roll but would like to be 

then please ask one of the clergy or Readers for the simple form you need 

to fill in. 

 

St Mark’s Church Town Centre Cake Stall  

We are hoping to celebrate the coming of spring with a super cake stall in 

the market place on Saturday 3 March from 8.30am until sold out!  Any 

donations for this event will be gratefully received by Judy 432514 or Joy 

455316. Fingers crossed for a fine day! 

 

Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.  If you have any concerns please 

contact our Safeguarding Officer, Pauline Banks on 07932 152531 or 

01462 635336 

 

Any old bikes? 

I’m looking for a second-hand men’s bike to get to the station each 

morning. If anyone has one lying about unused in a shed that they want 

to get rid of I’ll happily take it off your hands for a reasonable price! 

Thanks, Finn  

 

 

 

Ash Wednesday lunch for Christian Aid 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent and is traditionally a day 

when Christians begin to deny themselves as a way of preparing to 

appreciate all the more the death and resurrection of Jesus.  Over the 

past few years, Churches Together in Hitchin has marked this beginning 

by arranging a lunch for Christian Aid.  It is a simple meal - soup, bread, 

cheese, fruit - at a cost of £4 and the proceeds will support the poorest of 

the poor around the world.  There will be a Traidcraft stall selling fairly- 

traded goods.   This year, Ash Wednesday is on the 14th February and the 

meal will be held that day in Our Lady's Church Hall from 12.30 pm.  

Everyone is invited to begin Lent together by sharing this meal and in this 

way welcoming an important part of the Christian year.  Details from John 

Richardson - johnrichardson891@btinternet.com  or 07505 426876. 
 

St Mark's Lent Appeal 2018 - St George's Church and Clinic, Baghdad  

Each year, we use Lent to remind us of the needs of others, in particular 

through an appeal for a charity, usually one working in a challenging part 

of the world. This year we are supporting St George's Church in Baghdad.  

This church, the only Anglican church in Iraq, has been through many ups 

and downs since it was founded in 1864, including being bombed in 2009, 

but at the moment it is relatively stable. It has its own Iraqi-born parish 

priest, a congregation of 200, a kindergarten, primary school, youth 

ministry, Mothers' Union and a weekly distribution of food baskets.  It 

also has a Clinic, recognised as `a centre of excellence' providing free 

medical services to people of all faiths in the city.   

The Church and Clinic are supported by The Foundation for Relief and 

Reconciliation in the Middle East, a UK-based Christian charity with a 

range of work in Iraq and among Iraqi refugees in Jordan - full details on 

www.frrme.org .  Gift envelopes will be distributed today with further 

information about St George's.  Contributions by cash or cheque (gift-

aided if possible) made out to St Marks Parish Church will be welcome 

between now and Easter.  More information from John Richardson.  

Thanks in advance for your generous support.      

 

mailto:johnrichardson891@btinternet.com
http://www.frrme.org/


Ash Wednesday Services 

Wednesday this week marks the beginning of Lent.  We will be holding 
two services of Holy Communion at 9.15am and 8.00pm.  Please do join 
us to observe the start of the period of preparation for Easter. 
 
Churches Together in Hitchin Lent Groups have been arranged. 

Your church has a sheet for you to sign up.  Joining a group for a weekly 

Lent group provides an ideal opportunity to meet people from other 

traditions in friendly informal groups to discuss a particular part of the 

Bible.  The course is Fleeting Shadows: How Christ Transforms the 

Darkness by Malcolm Duncan.  It connects the Shepherd's Psalm 23 and 

Jesus the Good Shepherd in John's Gospel.  

 Those who have joined a group in previous years have found it very 

thought provoking and also made new friends!  Further details Helen 

Richardson  helenwrich@btinternet.com   07880 682681/ 01462 435595 

 

Cake sale for Alzheimer’s Society 

On 22nd April this year I am running the London Marathon and I will be 

raising money for The Alzheimer’s Society.  In order to optimise my 

fundraising, I will be having a few events, starting with a cake sale after 

the 10am service next Sunday.  Please bring along some spare change for 

cakes!   

If you would like to sponsor me then I will have a sponsor form with me at 

church or you can do it online via my JustGiving page 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rachel-drury   

Thank you for your support, Rachel Drury 
 

Annual General Meeting 

St Mark’s AGM will take place after the 10am service on 4th March. 

Please make sure it's in your diary; do please come! 

 

 

 

 

Hitchin Sea Cadets - I have recently taken on the Chair of the 

Management Committee role for the Sea Cadets in Hitchin – we are on 

the Bedford Road halfway between St Mark’s and The Priory School.  We 

run training in outdoor activities that encourage development of personal 

confidence and self-esteem in 10-17-year-old boys and girls, as well as 

qualifications that cadets can add to their CV.  HQ heavily subsidises the 

training but we have to fund the building.  This year, in order to keep the 

building going, we have to raise over £40,000.  If any of you have any 

contacts for grant givers, potential benefactors or donors, or have any 

suggestions on a way forward, I would be most grateful to hear from you.  

Otherwise, please pray for us.  Please let me stress this is not a request for 

your donation; you do enough for St Mark’s already!  My email is 

triciareed@rocketmail.com and telephone at home 01462 440278.  

                                                                                                            Tricia Reed 

PS.  As an unashamed plug, if you have children between 10 and 17 years 

of age who want to learn to sail, canoe, kayak, windsurf, cook outdoors, 

to drill, shoot, and achieve Duke of Edinburgh Awards and BTEC 

qualifications, we are recruiting!  And of course, we can always use able 

volunteers who are able to teach these skills! 

 

 

 

 

 

To receive the news sheet by email or submit a notice  

If you would like either to receive this news sheet via email in future or to have a 

notice included in the next news sheet, please email notices@stmarks-

hitchin.org.uk or ring Tricia Reed on 440278.   

 

Please send notices for inclusion in the news sheet by 7pm on Wed.  

 

EVENTS If you would like to promote an event at St Mark’s on our Website, 

please send you poster/flier to events@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
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