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 13 May 2018 (web)

7th Sunday of Easter

Services and events for today

	[bookmark: _Hlk488856612]8.00am  
	Holy Communion (p.29 in folder)

	10.00am  
	Holy Communion (p.15 in folder)

	1.00pm  
	Baptism of Leo Boyd



Readings for today

	[bookmark: _Hlk508203416]Acts 1. 15-17, 21-26

	1 John 5. 9-13

	John 17. 6-19





St Mark’s extends a warm welcome to newcomers
If you are new here, do introduce yourself to Jane our Vicar, Jeni our Curate, or to a Welcomer or Warden, and feel free to take and fill in one of the newcomers’ cards which you’ll find on the Welcomers’ table near the entrance to the hall.


PLEASE TAKE THESE NOTICES HOME WITH YOU

www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk
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[bookmark: _Hlk497316284][bookmark: _Hlk500964838]Hymns for 10.00am

	87
	Hail the day that sees him rise

	144
	Come, let us join our cheerful songs

	140
	All hail the power of Jesus' name

	SF 1
	Be still for the presence of the Lord

	JP 25
	Christ triumphant, ever reigning


	
Diary for week beginning Monday 14 May

	Wed 16
	9.15am
	Morning Prayer

	
	7.10pm
	Choir Practice

	Fri 18
	9.30am
	Little Lions

	Sat 19
	Lancaster Rd and Lancaster Ave street party - access to the church from Bedford Road approach only.



Services and events for 20 May 2018

	 8am
	Holy Communion

	10am
	Family Service

	11.15am
	Holy Communion

	11.30am
	CTH Party in the Square

	5pm
	Messy St Mark’s Planning Meeting



From the Churches Together in Hitchin prayer Link we pray for: We support The Hub Church in our prayers today as they relaunch their small groups.  We pray with them that their policy of launching “Mini-Hubs” with self-chosen themes and activities each term proves revitalising for those groups.  We pray for Walsworth Road Baptist Church ask for prayer to support their Sunday evening “Youth Mix”.  We particularly pray, with them, that Young people join the group aimed at those between the ages of 11 and 16. 
We also pray for those who are to be confirmed at St Mark's Church on Thursday evening that they may be blessed at this key moment on their pilgrimage and we bring to the Lord in prayer the PHASE Fair 

taking place in the Square on Saturday.  May both raise money and be an effective way of telling people about the great work that PHASE leads in schools. We pray with Christchurch for a successful messy Church session that they are hosting next Saturday.

From the St Mark’s Cycle of Prayer, we pray for:   Our Sacristan, for Readers, intercession leaders, assistants and servers.  We pray for the 
Westmill Community Centre and the Bancroft Youth Centre.  We also pray for the residents of Balmoral Road.

Prayer Ministry:  If you wish to pray with someone or to be prayed for at the end of the 10am service, Gail will be near the pulpit in the side aisle to listen, talk and pray with you.


NOTICES

Team Service 1st July
On 1st July we will be joining with the other Anglican churches in Hitchin, Preston and St Paul's Walden, for a 'Team Service'.   This will be held at Princess Helena College at 11am.   It will be an open-air service, so please bring rugs or garden chairs with you.   The service will be followed by a picnic, so don't forget to pack your sandwiches!  There will be our normal 8am service that day at St Mark's, but there will be no 10am service.

Name Badge Sundays
Following a number of requests for us to hold another 'name badge Sunday', during which everyone is invited to wear a name badge to help us all learn each other’s names, we will be holding two consecutive name badge Sundays on 17th and 24th June.



Save the date!
We have now finalised dates for my move from St Mark's to St Paul's with Willian. My final Sunday at St Mark's will be 29th July. My installation service will be 6th September, 7.30pm at St Paul's Letchworth. I understand that many of you will be on holiday for my last Sunday at St Mark's (and I am likely to be a horribly weepy mess anyway...) so please don't worry if that isn't convenient. I would however love to invite you all to the installation service, I hope you can make it! Jeni
P.S. Everyone is invited to a barbeque in the Vicarage garden after Jeni's last service on 29th July. More details nearer the time. Jane

Alpha Course
We are pleased to announce that the new alpha course will be starting on 23rd May at 221 Bedford road at 7:30pm.  If anyone is interested in learning more about Christianity & Jesus & share a meal together this is for you!  Please contact either Sulu Pike or Beckie on if you would like any further information or would like to register your interest.
We are also looking for anyone that may be interested in cooking a meal for the group. If anyone is interested in supporting our alpha group in this way, please contact Pippa 

Churches Together in Hitchin Council Wednesday 23rd May
The next quarterly meeting of the CTH Council will be at Hitchin Christian Centre on the 23rd, 8.00 pm with tea/coffee from 7.30.    This is an open meeting and all are welcome, whether or not you are an official representative to the CTH Council.  More information from John Richardson on johnrichardson891@btinternet.com or 07505 426876.




Lent Appeal 2018
This year's Lent Appeal for St George's Church and Clinic in Baghdad has resulted in a total, including Gift-aid, of £1,630:   This is one of the highest amounts we have ever raised during Lent and your wonderful generosity is much appreciated.  The money will be sent to St George's via The Foundation for Relief and Reconciliation in the Middle East, a UK-based Christian charity with a range of work in Iraq and among Iraqi refugees in Jordan.  If you would like to know more about what they do, go to www.frrme.org     Thanks again.

The following has just been received: 
“On behalf of FRRME, I write to thank all at St Mark's Hitchin for the cheque donation of £1630.00, received May 2nd 2018, towards our work at St George's Baghdad. 
Your response is much appreciated, and helps make a genuine and lasting difference in the lives of those FRRME assist. The situation in Iraq is changing on a day to day basis, and updates can be found on our website www.frrme.org or via Facebook @FRRME. Or you can sign up to receive our weekly e-newsletter by contacting admin@frrme.org.
 If you would like more information on any aspect the Foundation’s work, please do not hesitate to get in touch with our office, including arranging a visiting speaker.   Kind regards, Maddy Clark. “

Paving slabs
We have 13 second-hand paving slabs (60 cm x 60 cm) and 5 half-sized paving slabs which are free to a good (or even a bad) home.  If you would like to take some or all of them from our driveway, please ring Edward or Rachel.
  
Cake stall
Amelie and her friends will be doing a cake sale to raise money for the Red Cross. It is on 20th May, after the family service, so please bring your money and buy a cake! Thank you. Amelie


Help for a homeless family
Father Tom has just been to visit a family who recently had their baby baptised in Our Lady's parish.  They are currently living in one small room in a house in Hitchin with access to a kitchen and bathroom. They are being made homeless at the end of the month.  They have appealed to the council who cannot guarantee them accommodation locally and they both have jobs in this area and worship in Our Lady's church so would like to remain in the area.
We urgently need accommodation for this family. They can pay a modest rent but could not afford the rents being asked for property locally. We have appealed to our parish but also wanted to reach out to the wider Christian community to try to meet their need.
If you can help or know anyone who could help can you please let 
Trish Bonnett mailto:trishbonnett@rcdow.org.uk  
or Fr Tom  mailto:thomasobrien@rcdow.org.uk know as soon as possible. Thank you for your consideration of this.  
God bless you Trish Bonnett





*****
If you would like to receive this news sheet via email in the future, we need you to sign a consent form so we can add your details to our distribution list. The consent forms are on the welcome table, or email notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk for a copy.  
If you would like to have a notice included in the next news sheet, please email notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk  or ring Tricia Reed on 4440278. 

Please send notices for inclusion in the news sheet by 7pm on Wed. 

EVENTS If you would like to promote an event at St Mark’s on our Website, please send you poster/flier to events@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk
[bookmark: _GoBack]
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