
Sunday 22nd November 

Sunday next before Advent 

Christ the King 

 

Readings for 22nd November 

Ezekiel chapter 34 verses 11-16, 20-24 

Ephesians chapter 1 verses 15 – 23 

Matthew chapter 25 verses 31-46 

 

Prayers:-  

From Churches Together in Hitchin – Zeo Church ask that we 

please join in prayer with them that the completion of the 'living 

and telling' course will result in people who are ready to share 

their faith and that we will see new Christians as a result. 

Our Lady’s Roman Catholic Church ask for our prayers for their 

young people who are being confirmed over next weekend. 

Pray for the Churches Together in Hitchin Council Annual General Meeting this coming 

Thursday. Give thanks for the ways in which churches have co-operated over the past year 

and pray for those who will take CTiH forward in the coming year. 

From St Mark’s Prayer Cycle – we pray for Tilehouse Street, Walsworth Road and Wymondley 

Baptist churches.  We also pray for the Hertfordshire Independent Living Service who provide 

meals on wheels and other support services for older and vulnerable people. 

This week we pray for the residents of Strathmore Avenue, Whitehurst Avenue and Wilton 

Road. 

 

Prayer Requests – please send any prayer requests for the whole church to pray for to 

Andrew, who will then pass them on to the groups.  Do contact your own group to ask for 

prayer too. 

Private Prayer in Church - During this time when we cannot worship 

together in person, we would still like to offer an opportunity for you to 

visit church and take some time in the peace and comfort of our building 

to reflect and to offer to God your prayers of concern and thanksgiving.  We will be open 

every Wednesday evening from 6pm until 8pm.  Now we have the much anticipated and 

welcome leadership of Nick, the church will be used for live streaming the service on the 

Sunday mornings at 10am, but we will open the church for prayer between 11am – 1pm on 

Sundays. 

 

ONLINE & LIVE CHURCH DIARY – links and details will be sent at 9.30am on Saturday 21st 

November.  Sadly we are still unable to hold public services in church during the second 

lockdown period.  

Sunday 22nd November – Nick will lead a Holy Communion service at 10am on Zoom from St 

Mark’s church. There will also be a Service of the Word available on Youtube from early 

Sunday morning, led by members of St Mark’s. 

Church open for private prayer 11am-1pm. 



Monday 23rd November – Morning prayer reading and reflection with John on Youtube. 

Wednesday 25th November – Online Morning Prayer led by Tricia will be on Zoom at 9.15am. 

Church open for private prayer 6pm – 8pm. 

Friday 27th November – Morning prayer reading and reflection with Andrew on Youtube. 

11am Funeral in church 

 

Funeral of Alan – will take place in St Mark’s church on Friday 27th November at 11am.  Only 

30 people are permitted to attend under the current regulations, if you would like to attend 

please let Maggie know on notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

National Daily Prayer 6pm – we are joining Christians across the country in a short daily 

prayer session on Zoom every day during lockdown. Here is the link:- 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86520178755?pwd=S2ltQ0prM0hpbkZYM3NtYWdpVmlBdz09 

Meeting ID: 865 2017 8755 

Passcode: 293874 

We hope you can join us when you are able. 

 

Licensing Service – a huge thank you to everyone who was involved in Nick’s licensing service 

last Sunday.  It was lovely to see so many people there, and we are delighted to welcome Nick 

and Isabelle to St Mark’s.  There was so much work which went on behind the scenes to 

organise the service, which of course had to be changed at the last minute when the national 

lockdown was brought in.  Thank you to all.  If you didn’t manage to join the service, or would 

like to see it again, it is now available on Youtube on this link   https://youtu.be/7zjsp7iBTfg  

 

This week our friends without computers will receive a hard copy of the reading and reflection 

given by Andrew Parr on Friday 13th November. 

 

 

CHURCH & COMMUNITY NEWS & UPDATES 

 

Generosity in Christ – we have received a very generous response to this 

request, thank you all so much.  We will be reporting on the overall 

financial position as soon as we can. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Bags for Lister Hospital & St Mark’s – these beautiful sacks are handmade, steam 

pressed and individually packed by a local lady from Westmill.  She has them in lots of 

mailto:notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86520178755?pwd=S2ltQ0prM0hpbkZYM3NtYWdpVmlBdz09
https://youtu.be/7zjsp7iBTfg


different patterns.  They are approximately 

50cmx50cm (20”x20”).  Cost £5 each, £4 

will go to the Lister Hospital and £1 to St 

Mark’s.  Email notices@stmarks-

hitchin.org.uk for details of contact. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A church garden working party of just two or three people is needed on Saturday morning 

from 10 am. Please contact me first and I'll do a rota so that we work in a legal social 

bubble/distanced way. Helen Richardson 07880 682681 helenwrich@btinternet.com. 

 

It’s not too late… to send in your ‘biopics’ for Nick and Isabelle!  Thanks to everyone who has 

sent them in so far – Nick now has a folder with lots of introductions to lovely St Mark’s 

people. We can add more to it so if you haven’t already done so could you send Maggie a 

piece, preferably with a photo, saying a bit about you and your family, and your involvement 

with St Mark’s.  Thank you. 

 

Remembrance 2020 Peace Doves 

Thank you to those of you who helped provide this year’s flock: look carefully, you might spot 

yours.  https://vimeo.com/478110491 

 

Reflective colouring for those who are anxious 

Illustrated Ministry have made three reflective colouring sheets available for free download, 

with a prayer to accompany each of them. These are not just for children, but for anyone who 

is feeling anxious as we go through lockdown. 

https://illustratedmin.s3.amazonaws.com/freebies/WhenYouFeelAnxious.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1

xCJdfL2aUPdklpa6aKnVgPGpS0aEVdzVDNJBI5WcawYm76nMCdO084L0 

 

Protective herons - Hi all more news from Ninesprings Way.  In our newly designed garden 

we have two ponds linked by a stream that flows from the top pond then navigates it’s way 

in front of the new Beach Hut to the second one at the bottom of the garden . A wide variety 

of fish live in our ponds and stream and some Newts, from  heaven knows where, have 

decided that they want to live with us - I don’t mind the more the merrier. However, in the 

last few weeks two Herons have taken a keen interest in our fish and for them the prospect 

of ready meals available from the ponds 24 /7. So we have purchased 2 plastic, very realistic, 

models of Herons in an effort to deter the real things and preserve our fish. We have 

positioned one by each pond . Henry Heron on duty at the top pond has been constantly alert 

and has done a grand job. However, Harriet Heron, on bottom pond duty has fallen short of 

her job specification. She seems to have a limited attention span and appears to have fallen 
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asleep whilst on duty, being found beak down in the dirt in the flower bed  on more than one 

occasion. Sadly today I felt it necessary to have a formal chat with her  which resulted in me 

giving her a first formal written warning. She got very aggressive and defensive and 

threatened “Heron Union” intervention.  I managed to placate her and  I reset her perch 

which she said was not adequate  and repositioned her on it  then told her in no uncertain 

terms that she needed to buck her ideas up  if she wanted to remain in our employ. Who 

would have thought that plastic Herons could be so much trouble?  Joy xx 

 

I’m sure this cartoon from Cartoon Church bears no resemblance to Nick’s desk, but it might 

make you smile… 

 

 

 

Please let us know what you would like to see in the notices, and send in any ideas, 

messages, photographs, poems or prayers (not too long please!) 

If you would like to have a notice included please email 

notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

Please send notices by 7pm on the preceding Wednesday. 

 

 


