
Sunday 3rd January 2021 

Epiphany 

 

Readings for 3rd January 

Isaiah chapter 60 verses 1-6 

Ephesians chapter 3 verses 1 – 12 

Matthew chapter 2 verses 1-12 

 

Prayers:- From Churches Together in Hitchin - Wymondley Baptist Church  ask that we pray 

for awareness and care in looking after the more senior, lonely and vulnerable members of 

their church family and neighbours during the cold weather and long nights. 

The diaconate (leadership team) of Tilehouse Street Baptist Church meet for the first time 

since elections were held in November.  Please pray for wisdom and hearts attentive to the 

Holy Spirit's leading.  

From St Mark’s Prayer Cycle:- we pray for St Mary’s Church, clergy and congregation.  We 

also pray for the Foodbank and Feed Up, Warm Up, and the Christians against Poverty Job 

Club and debt advice. 

This week we pray for the residents of Spellbrooke, Berkeley Close and Fosman Close. 

Prayer Requests – please send any prayer requests for the whole church to pray for to 

Andrew, who will then pass them on to the groups.  Do contact your own group to ask for 

prayer too.  

Daily Prayer Meeting is continuing for the time being with Hannah, Imogen and Gail 

Litterick.  This is at 6pm every evening on Zoom and lasts for about 5 minutes. 

 

ONLINE & LIVE CHURCH DIARY 

Sunday 3rd January – will be our All Age Service on Zoom at 10am.  The link will be sent out 

on Saturday morning, along with the link for Zoom coffee. 

At 11.15am there will be a service of Simple Communion in church.  If you would like to 

attend please let Maggie know on admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk  

 

Monday 4th January - Morning Prayer Reading & reflection with John on Youtube. 

Wednesday 6th January – Online Morning Prayer on Zoom at 9.15am 

Friday 8th January – Morning Prayer Reading & reflection with Andrew on Youtube. 

 

Next Sunday, 10th January there will be a Communion Service in church at 10am, which will 

also be livestreamed on Zoom and uploaded later to Youtube. 

If you would like to attend in church please let Maggie know, details as above. 

 

This week our friends without computers will receive a hard copy of the sermon Nick gave  

on Christmas Day. 

 

UPDATE ON CHURCH & COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

A BIG THANK YOU to lots of people… 

mailto:admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk


…who helped make our Advent and Christmas services so successful – in particular all those 

who helped with the 

practicalities and 

technology for the 

services.  Being put into 

Tier 4 with such short 

notice meant that a lot of 

arrangements had to be 

changed and adapted at 

the last minute. 

The Zoom Nativity 

Service on Sunday 

morning was 

outstanding, and seeing 

so many church families 

taking part in the nativity 

story was very moving – 

special thanks must go to 

Rachel for her technical 

skills in putting the whole sequence together. 

The car park carol service was a good opportunity to reach out to the community, and the 

traditional service of lessons and carols was a lovely start to Christmas week, despite not 

being able to have our usual choir.   

Thank you to everyone who 

volunteered to help with the 

Advent Adventures – we 

were very sad that we 

couldn’t hold it in the 

planned way, with all our 

volunteer helpers – and in 

particular were sorry to miss 

seeing Joy and Edward  

dressed up as a donkey (not 

together!). 

However the trail in the car 

park and the Christingle packs 

organised by Marie and Gail 

were much appreciated, and 

Nick’s car doubled up nicely 

as a camel.  Our Zoom Advent Adventure service on Christmas Eve was very well attended 

with about 30 children and 40 adults joining online. 

Our services in church for Christmas were enhanced by the beautiful floral displays, so thank 

you to Ann and her team who did a wonderful job in challenging circumstances. 



The Blue Christmas service, a new one for St Mark’s, was a thoughtful and reflective service, 

appreciated by all who attended. 

Although the numbers at the Nearly Midnight and Christmas Day services were of course 

much lower in church than usual, lots of people joined online and were able to share with us 

in celebrating the birth of our Saviour. 

Thanks also go to Maggie, who went far beyond the call of duty behind the scenes in 

managing bookings and numerous other extra admin tasks. 

Thank you so much to everyone who gave of their time, wisdom, energy and money. 

 

Safeguarding training courses 

For those who have not managed to book a C2 Leadership (Deanery) Safeguarding Course.  

I can confirm that more dates have been added for 2021 on the Diocesan Website. 

Dates from 16/02/2021  - 14/03/2021  

To access this course and book 

https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/diocese/deanerysafeguarding/ 

If you have any queries then please do not hesitate to contact me via the admin email. 

Pauline   

Safeguarding Officer -St Mark’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Church Banner 

As our usual church banners with service 

times and Jane's contact details are 

redundant it was agreed to have a new 

one, paid for by a donation. This is worded 

to be suitable for the times we are living 

through at present. Thanks to Michael 

Orton for his design of wording agreed by 

Rev Nick and Helen.  

 

 

 

 

 

Lockdown notes from Joy – we also owe Joy a big thank you for keeping us entertained 

each week with her “musings”.  When she started back in March 2020 little did she, or we, 

think that this would still be continuing almost a year later!  Thank you for making us smile 

Joy! 

 

https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/diocese/deanerysafeguarding/


Lockdown Moments in time 

In the last few years I have, with the help of Cousin Clare and my late Uncle Bob, Mum’s 

eldest brother, produced our Family Tree. Blessed with loads of very old photos in black and 

white and some sepia it is now a pictorial, narrative and decent line going back to the 

1600’s. My fascination has been with the photos some with helpful notes on the back, not, 

like “Mum’s Mum“!!!! There is one particular one of a Wedding party group in a field in 

Graveley near Stevenage. In the picture is my Grandmother very young and a Bridesmaid 

with a random wire-haired Terrier at her feet. I can’t help but wonder and want to know 

what happened immediately after this picture was taken. What was said? Where did they 

go? What did they do? There are a number of very stern looking oldish ladies with hats 

looking very miserable and apparently not enjoying the event. Maybe it was the length of 

time the photographer took, but I would love to know. It is wonderful to see all your family 

sitting in front of you but longing to know more about them. If only these photos could talk 

to me. Joy xx 

 

A prayer for Epiphany 

For those who seek a Saviour 

we lead them to the Stable 

To the One who was born 

To bring freedom 

Forgiveness 

Liberty 

For those who seek Assurance 

we lead them to the Light 

To the One who opens eyes 

to understanding 

God's Word 

Truth 

For those who seek Forgiveness 

We lead them to a Grace 

beyond comprehension 

To wholeness 

Healing 

Peace. 

Amen 

From faithandworship.com 

 

 

 

If you would like to have a notice included please email 

notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

Please send notices by 7pm on the preceding Wednesday. 

 


