
Sunday 6th December 

Second Sunday of Advent 

 

Readings for 6th December 

Isaiah chapter 40 verses 1-11 

2 Peter chapter 3 verses 8-15a 

Mark chapter 1 verses 1-8 

Prayers:-  

From Churches Together in Hitchin – We pray for God's blessing 

on the plans being made to put across the message of Christmas 

in the town centre during the coming month, that the story of the 

Christ Child may be clearly heard and give hope to many. 

The windows of the front doors of Tilehouse Street Baptist 

Church are being used for a Nativity Advent calendar.   We pray 

that all who see them day by day would learn something of the Christmas story from them, 

particularly thinking of the preschool and nursery families who use the facilities at 

Tilehouse Street. 

From St Mark’s Prayer Cycle – today we pray for our church, St Mark’s, and especially for Nick 

and all involved in leading and organising the services for Christmas.  Also we pray for local 

doctors and all who work with them in the community. 

This week we pray for the residents of Redhill Road and Oughtonhead Lane. 

 

St Mark’s Bereavement group recently received the following letter: 

To the family of St Mark’s Church. 

’Thank you so much for your card and thoughts on the first anniversary  

of my husband’s death. 

I didn’t realise how much it meant to me that someone else remembered. 

With love and prayers. 

Brenda and family' 

 

Prayer Requests – please send any prayer requests for the whole church to pray for to 

Andrew, who will then pass them on to the groups.  Do contact your own group to ask for 

prayer too. 

 

This week’s notices are quite long!  Do keep going to the end, there’s part 1 of a lovely 

Christmas poem from Joy.  Also in this week are:-  

• Details of December services 

• Church Christmas cards 

• Travelling Crib 

• Update from DCC 

• Christmas Tree festival in town 

• Girlfriends to the rescue… 

• The Christmas Mice poem 

 

 



ONLINE & LIVE CHURCH DIARY – links and details will be sent at 9.30am on Saturday 5th 

December. 

Sunday 6th December – 10am All Age Advent Service on Zoom 

11.15am Holy Communion in church – please contact Maggie to book a place. 

There will also be a St Mark’s Service of the Word on Youtube. 

Monday 7th December– Morning prayer reading and reflection with John on Youtube. 

Wednesday 9th December – 9.15am Morning Prayer Service in church. 

Online Morning Prayer led by Tricia will be on Zoom at 9.15am. 

Friday 11th December – Morning prayer reading and reflection with Andrew on Youtube. 

 

Daily Advent Prayer Meeting is at 6pm on Zoom every evening until 24th December, led by 

Gail, Hannah and Imogen Litterick.  The Zoom link is here 

Meeting ID: 716 2530 1855 

Passcode: StMarks 

 

Reminder:- if you are taking part in the Zoom Nativity Service video please let Rachel have 

your video clips by Monday 7th December.  Thank you. 

 

This week our friends without computers will receive a hard copy of the sermon given by Nick 

Smith on Advent Sunday. 

 

 

 

 

Services in December 

Here are our planned services for December and Christmas.   

The ones highlighted in red will be in church and so will need a place booking – please 

contact Maggie on maggie.mellersh@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or ring 504003 

 

Sunday 13th December  10am Communion in church, and recorded 

Sunday 20th December  10am Zoom All Age Nativity 

    11.15am Communion in church 

4pm Car Park Carols 

6.30pm Carol Service in church and recorded 

Monday 21st December  6.30pm Blue Christmas in church and on Zoom 

Wednesday 23rd December 1-3pm Advent Adventure – more details separately 

Thursday 24th December 1-3pm Advent Adventure 

    4pm Advent Adventure service on Zoom 

    10pm Nearly Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day   10am All Age Communion in church and recorded. 

Sunday 27th December 10am Communion in church and recorded. 

 

See www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk for more info on our Christmas services. 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71625301855?pwd=RG1DNTdZZmFqaXkyR0VPRjFGV1FWZz09
mailto:maggie.mellersh@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk
http://www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk/


CHURCH & COMMUNITY NEWS & UPDATES 

 

Church Christmas Cards – as so many of us are unable to meet in church this year 

unfortunately we will not be able to have our usual Christmas card postbox in church. 

We thought that you might like to send in a Christmas greeting message to everyone at 

St Mark’s which will be collated onto a special Christmas Notice sheet and sent 

out in the week leading up to Christmas, by email to those online and a hard copy to 

our friends without computers.  

Please send your message to Maggie by Sunday 20th December, either by email or 

drop something through her door. You may like to consider making a donation to a 

charity of your choice, in lieu of the cost of the cards!  

 

St Mark’s Travelling Crib – this year we’re going to send Mary and 

Joseph to each other’s homes in a modern way – by zoom! How? 

You’ll need to have a figure of Mary and Joseph that you can show 

to another family on zoom – this could be some nativity figures that 

you use at Christmas, or you could make some from Lego, or 

cardboard, or just draw them.  I’ll let you know who is going to zoom 

you and that family will hold up their figures to show you. The next night you will zoom a 

family and hold up your figures to show them. I’ll send you some prayers and words to say to 

each other as you do this. Let me have your name, email and phone number and I’ll make a 

list and let you know who will zoom you and who you will zoom the next day. You will need 

to contact each other for your zoom pass codes and numbers. We will start Mary and Joseph 

off from our All Age service on Sunday. Helen Richardson        

 

St Mark’s District Church Council Update 

The DCC met on 18 Nov on Zoom. Some things we discussed:  

• “Project Restart” – When lockdown began the DCC appointed an “expanded Ministry 

Team” to lead the church through this strange time. That has worked well 

and reported regularly to the DCC. With Nick’s arrival, we can return to the normal 

pattern of the Standing Committee dealing with daily business, the DCC making major 

decisions, and the various groups and sub-committees reporting to the DCC.  As each 

of the groups represents an essential area of the life of the church, it seems a good 

time to take stock, confirm or reconsider what the remit of each is, and consider the 

vision for the future. Nick will meet with each group or committee and each will be 

invited to report back to the DCC in January. We hope this will also be an opportunity 

for people to meet Nick, and consider what gifts they have to offer.   

• Finance – In short, not as good as we would like, but pretty good in the circumstances. 

We are approx £6000 down at end of quarter 3 and it seems unlikely that q4, usually 

the best of the year, will alter this. The loss of cash collections and hall rental has been 

partly offset by reduced heating bills, no longer paying for professional cleaning and 

the generous response of the congregation to our requests for more funds. It has long 

been our practice to pay 1/12 of our part of the Parish Share to the Hitchin Team 

Parish Church Council (PCC) each month and the PCC then pays the Share for the 

team to the diocese. The DCC agreed that we will continue to do this, even though it 

will likely mean ending the year in deficit. Other churches in the team are in a more 



difficult position, and it is very likely that the team overall will be unable to meet the 

Share in full. The PCC has some reserves which it will use to reduce the shortfall, 

but will be unable to fully cover it. We will have a clearer picture at the end of q4, and 

next year the problem of the deficit from 2020 will have to be addressed.  

• The Quinquennial inspection of the fabric of the church was done in August, but we 

have still not got the architect’s report. He has promised it soon, and indicated that 

no major works will be needed this time.  

• Messy St Mark’s: a digital pack which includes the Christmas story will be sent 

to Oughton School and to all the St Mark’s children, and also offered to York Road 

Nursery, Strathmore and Wilshere Dacre Schools.  

• We agreed to get a broadband connection for the church, which will enable easier and 

more flexible options for Zooming etc out of St Mark’s.  

• Nick Smith is now one of our safeguarding officers, together with Pauline Banks. We 

get a brief update on safeguarding issues every time the DCC meets, but it was agreed 

that in the New Year we should have a meeting with a longer slot devoted 

to it,  and particularly explore safeguarding online.  

• The CTH annual pulpit exchange will take place in January, Nick will go 

to Walsworth Road Baptist Church, Revd Martha Inch (from Hub Church and St 

Mary’s) will come to us.   

  

We are not putting the full minutes of the DCC in church at the moment, because of the 

difficulties of hard copies with COVID restrictions. If you would like to receive the 

minutes when they are circulated to the DCC, please contact Deirdre. And of course if you 

would like to discuss any of these points, do contact Nick, Louise, Joy, Deirdre or Andrew.  

 

 

The Hitchin Christmas Tree Festive Trail - Friday 11th December : 4pm-

10pm 

Saturday 12th December & Sunday 13th December : 10am - 10pm 

The annual Christmas Tree Festival can't be held in Holy Saviour Church this 

year, so it is moving into shop windows throughout the town centre, as the 

Hitchin Christmas Tree Festive Trail. 

There will be around 60 decorated and illuminated trees and other festive 

displays on show all around the town! 

A Trail Guide, listing the trees and mapping their locations, will be on sale (price £2) from the 

Town Centre Office and various retailers, and from the Festival stall in the High St on Saturday 

12th December. 

We really hope this will add to the town's celebration of Christmas - do come and join in and 

follow the trail! 

St Mark’s Tree will be in the window of D&J Lettings in Sun Street – thanks to Joy Bennett and 

Jan Spicer. 

 

Girlfriends to the rescue - My best friend Pat and her version of the Husband John are in for 

a surprise series of deliveries. For the first time in 16 years they are stranded in Sicily for 

Christmas. They will be “Darby and Joan” with the prospect of fish or fish for Christmas lunch 

(the quality of Sicilian meat leaves a lot to be desired !!). By the way, point of interest, in Italy 



the main celebration meal is on Christmas Eve. She was bemoaning this fact when we had our 

usual Thursday afternoon face time call and saying how very much they will miss the 

traditional English festive fare as well as meeting all us girlfriends for our usual carol singing 

in the Old Market Square obviously. Root veggies, apart from carrots, don’t exist in Sicily, the 

potatoes are small and waxy and are impossible to mash or roast. So 8 of us old school 

girlfriends have hatched a cunning rescue plan yippee!!!! We are going to send a parcel each 

to arrive just pre-Christmas  containing an assortment of such goodies as King Edward spuds, 

mince pies, individual Christmas puddings, custard packet mix and likewise stuffing and bread 

sauce, crackers, swede, sprouts, parsnips and possibly a tree decoration or two for good 

measure. Pat has already put up a fake tree with lights in an effort to cheer themselves up.   

This is what friends are all about and I thank God that I have such a wonderful loving group of 

such special people around me even though we are apart at the moment we are very much 

together in love and we always know we will be here for each forever come what may. 

Hopefully next year normal service will be resumed. Joy xxx 

 

Here’s a Christmas poem written by our very own author, Joy Bennett – 

 

The Christmas Mice 

A family of soft brown mice 

Huddled close against the storm 

The snow was drifting thick and fast, 

They were sad and all forlorn. 

 

Their tiny house in the old brick wall 

Had crumbled in the frost, 

So now these little creatures 

Wandered cold and tired and lost. 

 

The baby mice were shivering, 

Chilly whiskers, oh so cold 

Each little foot was frozen,  

On the snow, no easy hold. 

 

Across the snow they push against 

The wind and icy blast 

Bleary eyed, through the snow, 

A building loomed at last. 

 

Bravely the family scurried on, 

To that place across the snow, 

Hoping there that they would find 

Some warmth and fire-light glow. 

 

In a gnarled and heavy wooden door, 

Was a crack above the ground, 

And quickly all the little mice 



Squeezed through without a sound. 

 

Inside the air was calm and still, 

And lots of candles fluttered there, 

The stony floor shone in the light, 

Flanked by wooden pews all bare….    

 

To be continued next week! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please let us know what you would like to see in the notices, and send in any ideas, 

messages, photographs, poems or prayers (not too long please!) 

If you would like to have a notice included please email 

notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

Please send notices by 7pm on the preceding Wednesday. 

 

 


