
Sunday 21st March 2021 

5th Sunday of Lent 

 
Readings for 21st March 

Proverbs chapter 30 verses 2-4 

Matthew chapter 16 verses 13-18 

Our current sermon series is based on the Apostle’s Creed, and our readings are linked with 

this.  This Sunday we are looking at the phrase “I believe in Jesus Christ his only Son.” 

 

PRAYERS 

From Churches Together in Hitchin: - We give thanks to 

God with Tilehouse Street Baptist Church as they 

celebrate their 352nd Church Anniversary in whatever 

ways are possible!  Christchurch ask for your prayers in 

support of their latest “Railings Exhibition”. We support 

in prayer Eddy Selby and his support team as they seek to 

bring to passers-by an exhibition in which many members of Christchurch express just what 

Easter means to them through poems, pictures and prose. 

 

From St Mark’s Prayer Cycle:-. We pray for our church members who have been isolated for 

so long, and pray that they will soon be able to join us in church, or receive communion at 

home once again. This week we pray for the growing number of unemployed people in the 

UK and all living with poverty and debt. 

This week please pray for the residents of John Barker Place, Bingen Road and Michael 

Muir House 

 

Prayer Requests – please send any prayer requests for the whole church to pray for to 

Andrew, who will then pass them on to the groups.  Do contact your own group to ask for 

prayer too.  

 

6pm Prayers – Do join us for a short (5-10 minutes) of prayer at 6pm 

every day, except Wednesday – see below. The prayers are led by the 

Litterick family. 

Churches Together in Hitchin Lent Prayers - Wednesday at 6 

Churches Together is having 15 minutes of prayer each Wednesday in 

Lent at 6.00 pm. The prayers, based on `Invitations from the Cross' by 

Krish Kandiah, the guide for this year's CTH Lent Bible study groups, will be led by 

representatives of different churches. This coming Wednesday, the 24th March, it will be 

the Rev Chris Bunce of St Mary's on the theme `My God, why have you forsaken me?' 



The Zoom link for both these will be sent out on Saturday morning with the other service 

links. 

 

ONLINE CHURCH DIARY – links will be sent on Saturday morning.   

Sunday 21st March – Our All Age Service at 10am will be on Zoom.  There will be a Service 

of the Word on Youtube from early Sunday morning. 

The Church will be open for private prayer between 12noon – 1pm. 

Monday 22nd March - Reading & reflection with John on Youtube 

Wednesday 24th March – Online Morning Prayer on Zoom at 9.15am. 

Church open for private prayer 10-11am. 

Friday 26th March – Reading & reflection with Tricia on Youtube. 

 

Reopening Church for services  

Next Sunday 28th March will be our 

Palm Sunday Communion Service at 

10am.   

We are delighted to say that there 

will be an in-person service which 

will be live-streamed on Zoom and 

uploaded to Youtube.   

The DCC has agreed that we can 

cautiously open St Mark’s again for 

in-person services.  If you would like 

to book a place for Palm Sunday please email Maggie on admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

(Details of Easter services are below). We look forward to opening up the church and 

welcoming everyone back in, but we would gently remind everyone that there are limited 

places so we may need to take turns, and we do need to remain vigilant – although 

thankfully coronavirus cases are much lower now, it is still prevalent and will be for some 

time to come. 

 

This week our friends without computers will receive a copy of the sermon which Tricia Reed 

gave last Sunday. 

 

CHURCH & COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

Easter services at St Mark’s 

These are the services planned for Easter week.  If you would like to book to come to a 

service in church please email Maggie on admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk  

Maundy Thursday 1st April: 7.30pm Holy Communion this will be a ‘blended service’ so in 

church and also live on Zoom. It will be recorded and uploaded to YouTube later in the day. 

Good Friday 2nd April: 10am Service of the Word blended service. 

Easter Saturday 3rd April: Bonus YouTube reflection. 

Easter Sunday 4th April: 10am All Age Holy Communion blended service. Also uploaded to 

YouTube. 
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Other Sunday services in April will be:- 

11th April – 10am Holy Communion blended service (also uploaded to YouTube) 

18th April – 10am All Age Service on Zoom only; 11.15am Said Communion in church only; 

Service of the Word on Youtube. 

25th April – 10am Holy Communion blended service (also uploaded to YouTube) 

 

This will be the pattern of services going forward, for the time being – 1st & 3rd Sundays - All 

Age Service on Zoom; 11.15 Said Communion in church; Service of the Word on Youtube. 

2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays – 10am Communion in church, blended service (also uploaded to 

YouTube). 

 

Welcomers – we will be needing people to welcome at church, if you are able to help please 

let Maggie know. 

 
Easter Adventure Trail – Good Friday, 1-3pm followed by a Zoom service at 4pm 

Families – come and join us in a hunt around the church grounds, looking for an Easter 

story… chocolate… activities… hot cross buns… and join in the online service at 4pm when 

we’ll do an activity we’ve picked up on the Trail.  This event will be covid risk assessed and 

will comply with the current regulations for that day. 

 

Holy Week  

This Easter the Hitchin Parish Team are holding 

a series of Holy Week Talks on  

Faith, Hope and Love.   

These will be on Zoom, 7-8pm, ending with 

Compline. 

Monday 29th March: Faith: Who is God? With 

Stephen Fielding & Martha Inch. 

Tuesday 30th March: Hope: What has God 

done?  With Nick Smith & Chris Bunce. 

Wednesday 31st March: Love: Living God’s Love 

With Melanie Crowley & Ian Todd. 

Everyone is welcome so please put these dates in your diaries now. The poster with details 

of how to join can be seen here. Links will also be sent out in the usual way the week before. 

 



 
Thank you to everyone who has already supported our 2021 Lent Appeal.  The appeal is still 

open so if you haven’t made a donation yet please do consider it if you are able. You can 

give online by going to the St Mark’s website  http://www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk, click on 

the orange Donate button, and select “Lent 2021-Basma” from the fund drop-down 

menu.  Please try to get your donations in by Easter. The online fund will close off on 6 April. 

If you prefer to give by cash or cheque, please contact Helen Richardson or Maggie. 

We are raising funds for the Princess Basma Centre in Jerusalem, which supports Palestinian 

children with disabilities.  Due to Covid they are having to provide more virtual support and 

so are appealing for funding for better IT systems and PPE for staff. 

About Us | The Jerusalem Princess Basma Centre (basma-centre.org) 

 

Phase – the Hitchin Churches Schools Worker Project, has just issued its annual report.  It’s a 

very interesting read and describes some of the ways in which they have been able to 

support young people over the last year, in very challenging circumstances.  You can find the 

report here:-  

 

Christians Against Poverty in Hitchin is still very much open for business, supporting debt 

clients by phone and Google Meet where possible.  They hope to be able to restart the CAP 

Job Club and the CAP Life Skills course as soon as it is safe to do so.  If you, or anyone you 

know, needs support in handling money and debt issues, please see https://capuk.org or 

ring 0800 328 0006. 

 

Memory Lane Missive 

Who can remember ”John Bull 

Printing Sets“ ? Tiny tweezers and a 

rubber stamp that you had to place 

the tiny letters and punctuation 

marks into with great precision. 

Then you had to ink it with the 

squishy ink pad and then stamp the 

message on, in my case, my books it 

read “This book belongs to Joy 

Hammond hands off!!!!“.  Of 

course, the first few attempts 

obviously were a disaster with many 

letters back to front!!! I have always 

loved all sorts of stationery items, 

my very best ever Christmas 

presents were always a lovely new 

set of Derwent crayons or a new pen and drawing or writing paper. Following on from the 
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John Bull printing set I became very disturbingly attached to the date stamp for incoming 

mail -wonderful. The Husband kindly purchased a date stamp for me a couple of years ago 

which to this very day I delight in using at every available opportunity - Christmas and 

Birthday cards, holiday post cards, junk mail, in fact anything that drops through the door 

gets stamped I even take the stamp to hairdressing, dental and manicure/ pedicure 

appointments so I can stamp the next appointment card. I have so far resisted the 

opportunity to stamp the heads of the delivery people as they drop off parcels for us but for 

how long I don’t know. This proves that I haven’t just lost the plot recently it’s been an 

ongoing development since childhood. Again, please, please tell me I am not alone!!!! Joy xx 

 

 

If you would like to have a notice included please email 

notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

Please send notices by 7pm on the preceding Wednesday. 


