
Sunday 28th March 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*If you are planning to join our Palm Sunday service via Zoom and would like to pick up a 

PALM CROSS for the service, these will be available from the porch of St Mark’s church 

building on Saturday afternoon/evening* 

 

Readings for 28th March 

Philippians chapter 2 verses 3-11 

Luke chapter 19 verses 28-40 

 

Our sermon series is based on the Apostle’s Creed, and our readings are linked with this.  

This Sunday we are looking at the phrase “I believe in Jesus Christ…our Lord.” 

 

PRAYERS 

From Churches Together in Hitchin: - We pray that, 

within all the restrictions still in force, the churches in 

Hitchin may find new ways of witnessing to the message 

of Easter.  Traditionally The Hub Church hold their Easter 

Egg Hunt on Good Friday afternoon. Usually it takes place 

in one of the woods around Hitchin, and we all hope that 

the lockdown rules allow this to go ahead.   

From St Mark’s Prayer Cycle:-. All who have been waiting to be baptised or confirmed, and 

for our baptism and bereavement visitors as they try to keep in contact with people.  We 

also pray this week for Helping Herts Homeless and those they support 

This week please pray for the residents of Hine Way and Seebohm Close. 

 

Prayer Requests – please send any prayer requests for the whole church to pray for to 

Andrew, who will then pass them on to the groups.  Do contact your own group to ask for 

prayer too.  

 

6pm Prayers – Do join us for a short (5-10 minutes) of prayer at 6pm 

every day, except Wednesday – see below. The prayers are led by the 

Litterick family. They have been leading us in prayer every evening at 

6pm since last November, but with Holy Week coming up and life 

moving towards some form of normality, this Sunday (28th) will be the 

last session.  They have sent the following message –  



“Please can you tell all those at St Mark’s who joined us for the 6pm prayers, thank you for 

coming and praying with us, we very much enjoyed the company in prayer and will pray for 

you and all those you prayed for.  Hannah and Imogen and Gail.” 

We also say a big thank you to them too for their imaginative and thoughtful, sometimes 

challenging, prayers. The 6pm prayers have been a wonderful little lockdown community. 

 

 

Churches Together in Hitchin Lent Prayers - Wednesday at 6 

Churches Together is having 15 minutes of prayer each Wednesday in Lent at 6.00 pm. The 

prayers, based on `Invitations from the Cross' by Krish Kandiah, the guide for this year's CTH 

Lent Bible study groups, will be led by representatives of different churches. This coming 

Wednesday, the 31st March, the last in the series, it will be the Rev Val Reid of Christchurch 

on the theme `Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.' 

The Zoom link for both these will be sent out on Saturday morning with the other service 

links. 

 

We are delighted to be opening church for in person services from this Sunday.  We will 

still be following guidelines to keep the church Covid secure, so numbers will be limited 

and we ask everyone to maintain social distancing.  Services will also be livestreamed on 

Zoom and uploaded to Youtube for anyone unable to attend in person. 

If you would like to book to come to any of the services please email Maggie on 

admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk  

 

STOP PRESS:- There are still a few places left for this Sunday, and plenty of room at the 

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday services. 
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CHURCH DIARY FOR HOLY WEEK – links for online services will be sent on Saturday 

morning.   

Sunday 28th March – Palm Sunday Communion service at 10am.  This will be a ‘blended 

service’ so it will be in church and live on Zoom, and uploaded later to Youtube. 

Monday 29th March – Holy Week Talk on Zoom, 7-8pm.  Details below. 

Tuesday 30th March - Holy Week Talk on Zoom, 7-8pm 

Wednesday 31st March – Morning Prayer in church at 9.15am.  No need to book. 

Online Morning Prayer on Zoom at 9.15am. 

6pm CTH Prayers  

Holy Week Talk on Zoom, 7-8pm 

Thursday 1st April – Maundy Thursday Communion service at 7.30pm.  This will be a 

blended service. 

Friday 2nd April  – Good Friday Service of the Word at 10am, a blended service. 

Easter Adventure Trail around the church grounds and vicarage garden 1-3pm 

Easter Adventure Zoom service at 4pm – see below for more details. 

Saturday 3rd April – Easter Saturday Youtube reflection 

 

Next Sunday 4th April - Easter Sunday 10am All Age Holy Communion blended service. Also 

uploaded to YouTube. 

 

Welcomers Needed – we will need one person or a couple to do the welcoming at our 

services in church.  Please let Maggie know if you are able to help. 

 

 



This week our friends without computers will receive a copy of the reflection which John 

Richardson gave on Monday 22nd March. 

 

CHURCH & COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

Sunday services in April will be:- 

11th April – 10am Holy Communion blended service (also uploaded to YouTube) 

18th April – 10am All Age Service on Zoom only; 11.15am Said Communion in church only; 

Service of the Word on Youtube. 

25th April – 10am Holy Communion blended service (also uploaded to YouTube) 

Please contact Maggie on admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk to book a place at any of the 

services in church. 

 

This will be the pattern of services going forward, for the time being –  

1st & 3rd Sundays - All Age Service on Zoom; 11.15 Said Communion in church; Service of the 

Word on Youtube. 

2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays – 10am Communion in church, blended service (also uploaded to 

YouTube). 

 

 
Easter Adventure Trail – Good Friday, 1-3pm followed by a Zoom service at 4pm 

Families – come and join us in a hunt around the church grounds, looking for an Easter 

story… chocolate… activities… hot cross buns… and join in the online service at 4pm when 

we’ll do an activity we’ve picked up on the Trail.  This event will be covid risk assessed and 

will comply with the current regulations for that day. 

 

Holy Week Talks 

This Easter the Hitchin Parish Team are holding a series of Holy Week Talks on  

Faith, Hope and Love.   

These will be on Zoom, 7-8pm, ending with Compline. 

Monday 29th March: Faith: Who is God? With Stephen Fielding & Martha Inch. 

Tuesday 30th March: Hope: What has God done?  With Nick Smith & Chris Bunce. 

Wednesday 31st March: Love: Living God’s Love With Melanie Crowley & Ian Todd. 

Everyone is welcome so please put these dates in your diaries now. The poster with details 

of how to join can be seen here, and the link will be sent out on Saturday. 
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St Mark's Annual General Meeting:  This year's AGM will be held on 9th May at 11.30am. 

We hope that, like our services from this Sunday, it will be a "blended "event with some 

people attending in church and others joining in from home on Zoom. There will be more 

details nearer the time but, for now, please put the date in your diary and do start to think 

whether you, or someone you know, could serve as a member of the DCC – each year 4 

existing members come to the end of their 3 year term and need to be replaced with 4 new 

members. If you would like more information about serving on the DCC do talk to Nick on 

01462 434686." 

 

Electoral Roll 2021 This is the formal notice that the revision of St Mark’s Electoral Roll will 

start on Sunday 18th April and close on Wednesday 5th May.  

 

Tenebrae Service, 7.45 pm Good Friday 

The Rev Jane Robson and friends at Tilehouse Street Baptist 

Church warmly invite members of St Mark's to join them at 

their Tenebrae service which has become a Good Friday 

tradition in their church over recent years. This year it will be 

held in the church sanctuary and streamed over Zoom and we 

are welcome to attend in person or on-line. Tenebrae means 

"shadows" or "darkness" and during the reflective service 

eight candles will gradually be extinguished as we hear the 

events of the first Good Friday read from the Gospel according to Matthew. If you are at 

home, you may wish to have eight candles of your own to extinguish as we move through 

the service and also the means to re-light one at the end.  

The Zoom joining instructions are available from admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk  

 

 
St Mark’s 2021 Lent Appeal – thank you so much to everyone who has donated so far this 

year.  Our appeal is drawing to a close soon so if you haven’t yet made a contribution please 

do so before Easter, as the online fund will close on 6th April. 
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We are raising funds for the Basma Centre, which was established on the Mount of Olives in 

1965 as a home for Palestinian children 

with physical disabilities. Over the 

years, managed by the Anglican 

Episcopal Church in Jerusalem, it has 

developed its work to provide care for 

autistic children and their families. It 

has an inclusive school and a range of 

family support projects involving 

physiotherapy, help with speech and 

language, capacity building and job 

creation. In recent years, a lot of the 

work has been done through outreach 

centres in East Jerusalem, the West 

Bank and Gaza, and it has been an internationally recognised beacon of hope for many. 

More about its great work can be found on About Us | The Jerusalem Princess Basma 

Centre (basma-centre.org) 

 

Memory Lane 2 

Do you remember crisp packets with the blue salt bags in them but sometimes none or then 

2!!! Zoom lollies (not an online meeting with refreshments), Fruit Salads, Black Jacks, 

Jubblies, Sherbet dabs and Space Ship sweets? Oh then the height of sophistication the 

packet mix of Vesta Beef Curry which for ultimate pizzazz you could add extra raisins.  I fully 

expect this to be leaving many of you in complete unknown territory but hopefully some will 

be on my wavelength. Oh then the Party Seven beer cans that were a necessity to take to an 

event and which often resulted in an explosion of beer or lager all over the kitchen!!!! Then 

there was the other height of sophistication bottles of Chianti wine that came in a raffia 

basket that became the height of fashion and decadence to turn into table lamps by the 

hundred. I can also remember watching the closedown of one of the two TV stations, just 

BBC or ITV at night and the National Anthem being played as the little silver star in the 

centre of the screen diminished to a tiny dot then faded and everything shut down …… and 

so to bed. Joy xxxx 

 

 

If you would like to have a notice included please email 

notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

Please send notices by 7pm on the preceding Wednesday. 
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