
Sunday 11th April 2021 

Second Sunday of Easter 

 

Readings for 11th April 

Acts chapter 10 verses 34-43 

John chapter 5 verses 19-30 

 

Our sermon series is based on the Apostle’s Creed, and our readings are linked with this.  

This Sunday we are looking at the phrase “and he will come again to judge the living and the 

dead.” 

 

PRAYERS:- From Churches Together in Hitchin: - PHASE 

ask that we join them in thanking God for the teaching 

and support staff in schools. We ask for extra measures 

of energy as they cope with schooling online and in 

person, for sensitivity and for patience in helping young 

people struggling with academic or personal pressures. 

Similarly Our Lady’s Roman Catholic Church ask our prayers for all schools and their 

students as they either go back to school or they continue with home schooling.  We pray 

that all pupils and teachers stay safe and gather strength for the rest of the academic year.  

From St Mark’s Prayer Cycle:-. We pray for our Wardens, Treasurer, secretaries, welcomers, 

and taxi rota people. We also pray this week for Social Services, locally and nationally. 

This week please pray for the residents of Burford Way, Carling Place and Rivermead 

 

Prayer Requests – please send any prayer requests for the whole church to pray for to 

Andrew, who will then pass them on to the groups.  Do contact your own group to ask for 

prayer too.  

 

Important Covid announcement… 

It's wonderful to be back in church again, and great to see one another. We all want to catch 

up and share life together after many months apart. But we're not back to normal yet, and 

need to remind ourselves to be vigilant about protecting each other. To do this we all need 

to follow the guidelines we've adopted about what we do and how people can move around 

the church. If we follow the guidelines, we can safely enjoy gathering for worship (including 

the fellowship, which is an important part of that worship). If we forget to follow these 

guidelines, we do run the genuine risk of needing to shut the building again. So we lovingly 

ask you to follow the following guidelines: 

 

1. When you arrive, sanitise your hands and go straight to a seat. Please take a seat as 

close to the front as you can, leaving the seats at the back for late-comers. If you are 

unsure where to sit, please ask the welcomer.  Unless you are a warden, a welcomer, 

or have to come to the front to speak, please stay in your seat for the duration of the 

service (unless, of course, there's an emergency!). This is harder than it sounds - we 



all want to chat to each other and it's hard to hear people talking through masks! - 

but remember you can speak more easily outside the church after the service. 

2. Please keep your mask on at all times (unless exempt) except when taking the 

communion bread.  

3. Please do not sing, but humming is fine: God welcomes our worship even if we sound 

like a hive of bees! 

4. If you give by cash or envelope, please put it in the wooden box on the prayer table as 

you come in. The box will be brought to the front during the offertory hymn and left 

there, so if you forget at the start you can put it in as you leave. 

5. When the service is over you are welcome to remain seated as long as you wish. Once 

you are ready to go, please exit through the side door to the left of the communion 

table, putting your service booklet in the plastic box by the exit.  Once outside, you 

are welcome to remove your mask and speak (at a suitable distance) to others 

(please ensure your 'groups' fall within government guidelines: currently rule of six or 

two households). 

 

CHURCH DIARY - links for online services will be sent on Saturday morning.  Because we are 

limiting numbers in church please email Maggie on admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk if you 

would like to book a place for a Sunday service. 

Sunday 11th April – Communion service at 10am.  This will be a ‘blended service’ so it will 

be in church and live on Zoom and uploaded later to Youtube. 

Monday 12th April – Reading & reflection with Gail  on Youtube 

Wednesday 14th April – Morning Prayer in church at 9.15am.  No need to book. 

Online Morning Prayer on Zoom at 9.15am. 

Friday 16th April – Reading & reflection with Jane Robson on Youtube. 

 

Next Sunday 18th April – All Age Service at 10am on Zoom.  Simple Communion at 11.15am 

in church only.  Service of the Word on Youtube. 

Sunday 25th April – Communion service at 10am. Blended service. 

 

If you are able to help with welcoming at any of the services please let Maggie know. 

 

This week our friends without computers will receive a copy of the reflection which Nick gave 

on Easter Sunday. 

 

CHURCH & COMMUNITY NEWS 
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Daily Bread is a scheme run by members of 

St Mark’s where someone in need of some 

short-term help with meals (eg. new baby; 

just come out of hospital etc) has a meal 

cooked and delivered to them by someone 

from the church.  This had to pause last 

year because of Covid, but we are looking 

to start it up again, for a family in need (and 

other needs that might arise).  If this is 

something which you used to help with, or 

if you might like to get involved, please 

contact Pippa via admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk for more information.  Also, if you know of 

anyone who might appreciate some support please let Pippa know. 

 

Calling all musicians & singers… 

Over the next few weeks Isabelle and myself (Marie) would like to organise for people to 

create a video of one of our worship songs (not sure which one yet!).  This would entail 

people recording themselves playing an instrument or singing at home and then we will 

produce this into a video.  Since we still can't have the 

orchestra, we thought it would be the next best thing.  So if 

you want to join in, then let me know.  If you want to support 

the tech production side of things you are also very 

welcome.   Like all new digital ventures, I am sure we will work 

it out as we go along! Please email me to let me know you are 

interested - Thanks!   M.Polley01@outlook.com 

 

Services in Church 

This will be the pattern of services going forward, for the time being –  

1st & 3rd Sundays - All Age Service on Zoom; 11.15 Said Communion in church; Service of the 

Word on YouTube. 

2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays – 10am Communion in church, blended service (also uploaded to 

YouTube). 

 

Thank you so much to everyone involved in helping at our Holy Week and Easter services 

and activities. 

 

St Mark’s Electoral Roll 2021 The revision of St Mark’s Electoral Roll will start next Sunday 

18th April and close on Wednesday 5th May. The Roll is a kind of church membership list and 

has the names of everyone who can vote at a parish’s Annual Meeting. Anyone can be on 

the Roll who is over 16 years old, and baptised, and either lives in the parish or has 

worshipped at the church (or with the church online) regularly for at least six months.  If 

you’re not on the Roll and would like to be, or if any of your details have changed (name or 

address) since last year please let Maggie know on admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk  
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Giving envelopes – this year’s set of envelopes will be starting this Sunday, so your box of 

envelopes will be delivered to you or left in church for you to collect if we know that you are 

attending church soon. Please note that your number may be different to last year. If you 

have any queries please contact Deena via admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

CAP (Christians Against Poverty) Job Club will be starting a new course online on Wed 21st 

April at 10am – 12 noon. Job club is an eight-week course, exploring various job search 

techniques in a fun and fulfilling way. We cover motivation, strengths and weaknesses, CVs, 

Cover letters, Interview skills and volunteering. If you know anyone who is interested, 

please contact Leigh Smith via email  lsmith@capjobclubs.org or mobile 07931 833838 

 

 

Weather cock issues 

Hello all. My next-door neighbour, unattached 

side, has a very strategically placed weather 

cock on her shed. It is in our full view- 

smashing, so every morning I am able to 

determine the days prevailing wind direction 

and get an idea of what the day will bring. I 

know that there have been rumours of the 

world’s Axis changing recently but horror of 

horrors this morning the weather cock revealed 

that North had become West!!!!! and all other 

compass points had subsequently been 

realigned!!!! Confusion reigned. The Husband 

has great difficulty grasping the basics of wind 

direction at the best of times in more ways than 

one if you get my drift!!!! I sent said neighbour 

a note explaining the issue so hopefully a 

normal meteorological service in respect of 

wind direction will be resumed as soon as she 

can get up her ladder and line the points up 

correctly. Until then I will rely on a damp digit 

held in the air - not ideal but hey ho.  Joy xxxx 

 

If you would like to have a notice included please email 

notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk. Please send notices by 7pm on the preceding Wednesday. 
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