
Sunday 23rd May 2021 

Pentecost Sunday 

 

What’s in this week…. 

1. Readings & prayers  

2. Church diary 

3. How to Read the Bible for All its Worth, with Nick 

4. Annual Parish Meeting 

5. Summer of fun – plans for St Mark’s! 

6. Art & craft day – advance notice 

7. Jigsaw puzzles 

8. After Church coffee starting again! 

9. Cakes please 

10. Drivers needed 

11. Local recycling 

12. Tandem – looking for a good home 

13. Job Vacancies at the Diocese 

14. Spring has sprung - Joy 

 

Readings for 23rd May 

1 Corinthians chapter 15 verses 35-58 

John chapter 11 verses 17-27 

We are returning to the Apostle’s Creed again this week, and the sentence we are looking at 

today is the final one - “I believe… in the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. 

Amen.”  Our readings are linked with this. 

 

PRAYERS:- From Churches Together in Hitchin: Our Lady’s Roman Catholic Church ask that 

we pray for the young people at Our Lady's who will be confirmed today. We join with them 

in praying that the Holy Spirit guides them on their faith journeys.   

Tilehouse Street Baptist Church asks for prayer for their 

small groups when they transition from being on-line to 

meeting again in person.  We pray that all would feel at 

ease with the decisions made. 

From St Mark’s Prayer Cycle:- This week we pray for 

Churches Together in Hitchin, for those on the Council 

and all the member churches.  We also pray for people 

living with mental health issues, learning difficulties and special educational needs 

This week please pray for the residents of Old Hale Way, Brampton Park Road, Balmoral 

Road 

  

Prayer Requests – please send any prayer requests for the whole church to pray for to 

Andrew, who will then pass them on to the groups.  Do contact your own group to ask for 

prayer too.  



Friday 6pm prayers and drink Do join the Litterick family to pray for current pressing issues, 

check in and say cheers with a glass of whatever suits. Please email admin@stmarks-

hitchin.org.uk for the Zoom link 

 

CHURCH DIARY - links for online services will be sent by email on Saturday morning.   

Because we are limiting numbers to allow for social distancing in church please email 

Maggie on admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk if you would like to book a place for a Sunday 

service.  

 

Sunday 23rd May – 10am Holy Communion service in church, livestreamed on Zoom and 

uploaded to Youtube later. 

Followed by coffee outside (weather permitting!) – Bring your own mug, spoon and biscuits! 

 

Monday 24th May – Reading & reflection with John on Youtube 

Wednesday 26th May – Morning Prayer in church at 9.15am.  No need to book. 

Online Morning Prayer on Zoom at 9.15am. 

Friday 28th May – Reading & reflection with Nick on Youtube. 

Sunday 30th May – Trinity Sunday – 10am Holy Communion service, blended. 

 

This week our friends without computers will receive a copy of the sermon given by Nick on 

Sunday 16th May. 

 

CHURCH & COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

How to Read the Bible for All its Worth 

Wouldn't we all like to be able to read the Bible for all it's worth? Instead of being put off by 

the weird bits or confused by the hard bits? Well, if you'd be interested in learning with one 

another about how to get the most out of the Bible, then Nick will be leading a group (once 

we can freely meet again) to go through a book, conveniently titled How to Read the Bible 

for All It's Worth (by Gordon Fee and Douglas Stuart). It's described as "A practical approach 

to Bible study in an easy-to-understand style". To signal your interest, just get in touch with 

Nick. He can promise a beverage and snacks as part of the deal... 

 

The Annual Parish Meeting for the Hitchin Team will take place on Wednesday 26 May at 

7pm on Zoom. At this meeting Joy and Louise  will officially be elected as our 

Churchwardens.  

If you would like to receive an electronic version of the agenda and the papers prepared for 

the meeting, and the joining link please contact admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 
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Summer of Fun  

It's been a tough year-and-a-bit, hasn't it? St Mark's has done 

amazingly at holding together as a community, but Nick and the 

team feel that we need a time of joyful re-gathering as a church, 

once covid restrictions allow. In that spirit St Mark's is declaring a 

'summer of fun', where we celebrate and enjoy being together 

again. How can you help? Well, we've already got some ideas we'll 

need help with: a sports day, a fun day, bbq's and cream tea in a 

garden (to name a few). If you'd be willing to volunteer, let Nick, 

Louise or Joy Bennett know... Or, perhaps you've got an idea for 

something fun we can do together either as a whole church or smaller groups. Again, get in 

touch with Nick, Louise or Joy to see if it's something we can do! 

 

Advance Notice – Arts & Crafts Day at St Mark’s on Sunday 15 August from 1pm. 

Put this date in your diary now! 

It has been known for some time that St Mark’s has many talented people - artists, 

woodturners, embroiderers, card makers etc etc. 

Well now is your chance to sell your works of art. For those of us who are not so talented 

bring along your antiques, bric-a-brac, collectables, anything that you think may be of 

interest. The rent is £10.00 per table.  Churches/charities are free of charge, and everyone is 

welcome to rent or share a table. 

Teas and coffees will be served in the hall or outside, weather permitting so do come along 

and join us.  Let’s have some fun and raise some money for St Mark’s. 

Tables are limited so book yours early. Please email admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk for 

details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jigsaw Puzzles – Val has been offered a number of puzzles, various scenes, mostly 1000 

pieces.  They’re free to any member of the congregation so do get in touch via 

admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

Coffee after Church!  As we move to stage three of the Government's 

roadmap, we hope from this Sunday to begin having tea and coffee 

after the services again. We have thought carefully about how to do 

this, and suitable precautions will be in place - we will be outside in the 

area by the memorial garden, so it will only happen if the weather 

allows! Tea, coffee and squash will be provided but no biscuits 

(although you are welcome to BYO). Please bring your own mug & teaspoon to save 

handling things that others have touched. And again to minimise handling, a few tables and 
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chairs will be provided but only for those who cannot easily stand. We do need some 

volunteers, both to pour drinks (by yourself or with a member of your household) and also 

to carry tables and chairs for those who need them. Please contact Maggie or Louise to 

volunteer. 

 

Cakes wanted for our church cake stall – 

Saturday 5th June in the Market Square 9am – 

1pm (or until we sell out!)   

Debbie and Maggie would love to have a wide 

variety of cakes to sell, but we need them to be 

wrapped and labelled please. 

The risk of catching COVID-19 from food is very 

low.  However in order to be as careful as we can 

we’d ask that you take extra precautions to 

reduce the chance of anyone breathing on the 

cakes before they are wrapped.  This would 

ideally mean wearing a face mask when taking 

them out of the oven and leaving them to cool 

somewhere where no people will be near them.   

However, please don’t let this put you off baking – we would be very grateful for anything 

you are able to provide.  Please bring them to the church on Friday 4th June between 3 – 

4pm, or ring one of us if you need anything collecting. If you could let one of us know if you 

are thinking of baking that would be great and will give us an idea of how much we are likely 

to have.  Contact Debbie or Maggie admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk  

 

Drivers Needed a) The church taxi rota for bringing people to services has recently been 

weekly ad hoc with just two or three drivers having to do several pickups. Only one 

passenger is allowed in a car, wearing face masks. It would be good to get a rota of about a 

month ahead.  

b) lifts to health appointments. Sometimes people need lifts to surgeries or hospital. A list of 

people to ring would be helpful. 

If you can help with either of these as part of using your talents please contact Helen via 

admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

Local Recycling Our Lady's Church now has bins in the car park, so accessible all hours. 

These are for old pens, biscuit wrappers, clean pet food pouches, clean unfolded crisp 

packets among other things. Sainsbury's take ink cartridges, batteries and filters from water 

jugs. The Oxfam shop takes used stamps. DO use this wonderful facility. The St Mark's small 

bins have now been withdrawn. 
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Tandem – free to a good home the Mellersh family have an old 

Phillips Duo tandem which has been hiding at the back of the 

shed and needs a bit of work, but if anyone would like a project 

and fancies a ‘bicycle made for two’ please get in touch with 

Maggie on admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

Vacancies at the Diocese of St Albans Offices 

We have a number of vacancies being advertised, including a Diocesan Secretary (like the 

CEO), part-time schools' admissions officer, someone to facilitate repair and maintenance 

work to clergy housing across the diocese, as well as marketing for the Cathedral, or 

someone to look after legal process and liaise with parishes.  This is an opportunity to work 

in a friendly setting, where you will feel valued, and serve God through supporting the 

administration of the church.  If you would like to find out more, please 

visit https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/diocese/other-vacancies/. 

 

 

 

Spring has sprung 

Well now the birds know that we are not 

counting them for the annual RSPB survey 

they have descended into our garden in 

their multitudes. Starlings, clumsy as they 

are, have reappeared in flocks of at least 

10, stomping all over the garden and 

creating havoc falling off the bird tables 

and arguing amongst themselves constantly. Blue Tits have nested in one of our rentable 

bird boxes as have a couple of Wrens in another vacant property.  I sit out of an evening and 

listen to the owls calling to one another. One says “too wit“ and the other responds with “ 

too woo “  Also I only found out a few years ago that male and female Robins both have red 

breasts. I always thought the males were the glamorous ones, who knew. Well also we have 

3 baby Robins a bit mottled as yet with messy hair dos who are fearless and in their anxious 

search for food have decided that flying into our house via the French windows and sitting 

on the back of our dining room chairs chirping for food is the way to go. Magpies, 

annoyingly, have also started to call in on us, mainly early morning, caught on our garden 

camera. Given half a chance they will attack the babies!!!!!! We have some strange eggs in 

our ponds not tadpoles, anyone with aquatic knowledge please contact me. The Husband 

has suddenly become a keen twitcher like me and is taking on a very protective role with 

regard to our baby bird population.  Isn’t nature wonderful.  Enjoy it. Joy xxx    
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If you would like to have a notice included please email 

notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

Please send notices by 7pm on the preceding Wednesday. 


