
Sunday 13th June 2021 

Stewardship Sunday 

 

What’s in this week…. 

1. Readings & prayers  

2. Church diary 

3. Update about future services at St Mark’s 

4. Congratulations! 

5. Little Lions returns… 

6. St Mark’s Mission giving – update 

7. Tracking down a BBQ… 

8. St Mark’s Open Gardens – Sat 26th June 

9. Thanks – cake stall 

10. St Alban Pilgrimage 2021 

11. St Faith’s cake & coffee stall – this Saturday 

12. World Challenge Trip – Amelie & Phoebe fundraiser 

13. Cake cooking chaos – Joy 

 

Readings for 13th June 

Romans chapter 12 verses 1-8 

Matthew chapter 25 verses 14-30 

 

PRAYERS:- From Churches Together in Hitchin: Zeo 

Church ask that we please join with them in prayer for 

wisdom, courage and favour as they look to gradually 

transition to a hybrid of both in-person and online 

services. Tilehouse Street Baptist Church asks for prayer 

as they continue to discern God's leading for the future 

and important decisions are made. 

Pray for the ministers and leaders of all the member churches of Churches Together in 

Hitchin especially as they make decisions about the use of buildings, blended worship, 

church meetings and activities with children and young people.  

 

From St Mark’s Prayer Cycle:-. This week please pray for Christchurch and The Hub Church. 

We also pray for the local media 

This week please pray for the residents of Heathfield Road and Stormont Road 

  

Prayer Requests – please send any prayer requests for the whole church to pray for to 

Andrew, who will then pass them on to the groups.  Do contact your own group to ask for 

prayer too.  

Friday 6pm prayers and drink with the Litterick family. 

For details contact admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk  

CHURCH DIARY - links for online services will be sent by email on Saturday morning.   
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Because we are still limiting numbers to allow for social distancing in church please email 

Maggie on admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk if you would like to book a place for a Sunday 

service.  

 

Sunday 13th June – 10am Holy Communion service in church, livestreamed and uploaded to 

Youtube.  Coffee outside (weather permitting!) – Bring your own mug, spoon and biscuits! 

Monday 14th June - Reading & reflection with Nick on Youtube. 

Wednesday 16th June – Morning Prayer in church at 9.15am.  No need to book. 

Online Morning Prayer on Zoom at 9.15am. 

Friday 18th June – Reading & reflection with John on Youtube. 

Sunday 20th June – 10am All Age Service on Zoom.     11.15am Holy Communion service in 

church only. Service of the Word on Youtube. 

 

If you missed the Youtube reflection on Bank Holiday Monday, 31st May you can still watch it 

by going on the Monday Youtube link.  It is a musical recording of hymn singing from 

churches in Luton and is well worth watching. 

 

This week our friends without computers will receive a copy of the sermon given by Nick on 

Sunday 6th June. 

 
IMPORTANT UPDATE ABOUT FUTURE SERVICES AT ST MARK’S 

We've been doing some planning for worship services over the summer and beyond, all 

subject of course to the Government's Roadmap and the need to follow the guidelines 

which the national Church is providing. But we can say that we do intend to return to our 

pre-pandemic pattern of services as soon as possible, subject to regular review and the 

feedback we receive from all of you! Realistically, it's not going to be exactly the same as in 

2019, as we adapt to new people and new ways of behaviour and thinking.  

 

The need to Zoom services and book seats in church is dictated by the 2m rule which the 

Government recommends. Once we move to stage 4 of the Roadmap (currently 21st June, 

but obviously that's been under review), the expectation is for that to go, so we will no 

longer have to limit numbers. At this point we'll no longer use Zoom for Sunday services, but 

we will 'livestream' on YouTube, which means there will be a small camera unobtrusively 

placed, streaming the service to those who wish to watch in real time, and also recording 

the service for later viewing. 

 

So from June 27th, if we have gone to stage 4, it's: 

10am service in church, livestreamed and no bookings on the 1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th 

Sundays (with outdoor provision for Sunday School and Travellers - parents will get 

emails with all the details).  

All age service in church (not livestreamed) at 10am on the 3rd Sunday, followed by 

11.15 communion.  
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If we haven't gone to stage 4, we will continue as we have been in recent months 

until we do reach stage 4. 

 

We will of course continue to put each week's details in that week's notices. We will also 

update details online, so go to the website or sign up to MyChurchsuite (ask Louise or 

Maggie to send an invite), as that will have the most recent info. 

 

As for rotas, we've had to be very ad hoc about that since we re-opened, as requirements 

have been so fluid, and a lot of people haven't wished to come in person. We intend to 

continue that over the summer, but to return to our traditional pattern of four-monthly 

rotas starting in October, which means that we will be needing people to sign up - more 

details soon! 

Nick, Louise & Joy 

 

CHURCH & COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

Congratulations! to Becky and Steve on the birth of Lillian (Lily) Maisie on 30 May weighing 

6lb 8oz. Mum, baby and Dad are all doing well. Love from the St Mark's family.  

 

Little Lions returns!! After a long break, we are pleased to announce that our baby & 

toddler group Little Lions is back! We will be running two ‘pilot’ 

sessions before the summer holidays on Friday 25th June and 

Friday 9th July from 9:30-11:00am in the church hall. The church 

Covid restrictions will be in place, and if possible, we ask that 

all parents bring their own mug/travel cup for refreshments. 

We hope to see some of you there! If you would like any more 

information, please get in touch with Daphne or Beckie via admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

St Mark's Mission Giving 

The mission of St Mark's Church is primarily to share the Christian message in all the ways 

we can in the Westmill/Bearton community. At the same time, we want to express our faith 

more widely and, for some years, we have aimed to use 10% of our income to support 

mission organisations and charities that further the mission of our church in ways that go 

beyond what we can do ourselves. Each year, we decide on a number of groups that declare 

in word and action the Christian Gospel locally, nationally or internationally and we back 

them with grants and prayers. Over the coming months, our newsletter will include 

information about these groups so that we can understand more of what they do and 

remember them in our prayers.  

Today, we highlight the work of the Church Mission 

Society (CMS) to which we are giving £500 this 

year. One of the oldest Anglican missionary 

societies, it is this year celebrating 222 years of 

helping people `discover the life-changing message of the Gospel'. Most of the churches it 

has established over the two centuries are now independent and thriving, but `mission 
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partners' (the new word for `missionaries') still go from the UK to countries like Uganda, 

Tanzania, South Sudan, Nepal, Jordan and Brazil (48 countries in all) to help their churches 

with training ministers, providing health care, supporting young people, constructing 

community buildings and much more. CMS also trains pioneer ministers in this country who, 

among other things, establish new worshipping communities, run work clubs and help new 

immigrants, especially vulnerable women.  

For more information, go to www.churchmissionsociety.org - you will see that, though CMS 

is a venerable Church of England institution, it is very much alive!  

 

Tracking down a BBQ – Nick has searched high and low for a decent-sized BBQ but all major 

retailers are out of stock. No doubt covid is to blame. If anybody has a decent sized BBQ 

they would be willing to lend to the church on a couple of occasions this summer (possibly 

the 27th June, and a date in July), please let Nick know asap! Thanks. 

 

St Mark’s Open Gardens – Saturday 26th June 2-5pm – we have at least 5 gardens belonging 

to members of St Mark’s which will be open for visitors to look around, and some of them 

will also be offering 

refreshments (please bring your 

own mug).  We hope this will be 

a lovely way to spend some 

time together again - this isn’t 

intended as a “Spot the Weed” 

event! If you would like to take 

part by opening your garden 

please get in touch with Joy via 

admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

There won’t be any entry 

charge, but donations to church 

funds will be welcome.  More 

details to follow… 
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A big thank you to everyone who baked for our Cake Stall last Saturday and everyone who 

came along and supported us – we raised £203 for Church funds.  We also had some good 

chats with people who were pleased to see St Mark’s in the town again.  Our next stall will 

be on Saturday 25th September. 

 

St Alban Pilgrimage Reimagined – Sunday 27th June – the annual Alban Pilgrimage resumes 

for 2021.  Louise and Sandra are thinking of walking from Hitchin to the Abbey for 4pm 

Evensong.  If anyone would like to join them for some, or all, of this please contact Louise or 

Sandra via admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

   

St Faith’s Church – are having cakes, coffee and stalls outside their Church in Woolgrove 

Road on Saturday 12th June from 10 – Noon.  Do call by and support them if you can. 
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Cake cooking chaos! 

I decided to make a supreme effort and attempt baking for the Church cake stall. My Mum 

never measured any ingredients it was all done by eye and texture and always turned out 

perfectly. Not so me. I have to weigh everything exactly, eye level with liquid measures and 

using a teaspoon to remove excess dry ingredients from the scales. By the by how much is a 

pinch of salt? So pink pinny on bearing the words “Prosecco Princess “ I set forth.“  The 

required 2 x 8 inch loose bottomed cake tins were located, after a while, defluffed, 

cleansed, placed on the work top and  greased ready for action. Then after faffing with the 

measurements I started to pour half the mixture into the tin only to find it was seeping out 

of the bottom of the tin onto the work surface agghhh!!! 

After a quick investigation it turned out that I had omitted to place the loose bottom into 

the tin. This was a direct result of the cake tin being the exact same grey colour as the work 

surface. As I have said before you can’t make these things up. Ho Hum. Joy xx 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to have a notice included please email 

notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 



Please send notices by 7pm on the preceding Wednesday. 


