
Sunday 25th July & Sunday 1st August 2021 

8th & 9th Sundays after Trinity 

No notices on 1st August! 

 

Lots in the notices…. 

1. Readings & prayers  

2. Church diary 

3. Funeral service 

4. Sunday Funday – 1st August 

5. Thank you – All Age service last week 

6. Art & Craft Fair & bookstall 

7. Congratulations & message from Gail  

8. Hitchin Benefice Evensongs (with wine following!) 

9. Thank-you service for Vaccine Rollout 19th September 

10. Vacancy at Diocese 

11. Home deliveries - Joy 

 

Readings for 25th July 

Ephesians chapter 3 verses 14-21 

John chapter 6 verses 1-21 

Readings for 1st August 

Ephesians chapter 4 verses 1-16 

John chapter 6 verses 24-35 

 

PRAYERS:- From Churches Together in Hitchin - We pray that 

the Walsworth Road Baptist Church Holiday Club taking place 

this coming Thursday will be able to go ahead and that the 

children, young people and leaders attending will feel safe and 

have fun. 

We offer a prayer of grateful thanks for the many food 

provision initiatives across our community, including Feed Up Warm Up, the Food Rescue 

Hub and the Foodbank, remembering in our prayers the tireless service of all those who 

have adapted and kept these services functioning throughout the past eighteen months.  

We pray for the Lord’s hand on this provision and that funds will continue to be forthcoming 

to maintain these vital initiatives. 

 

From St Mark’s Prayer Cycle:-. This week (25th July) we pray for the Church Mission Society 

(CMS), United Society Partners in the Gospel (USPG) and Embrace the Middle East. 

We also pray for children and vulnerable adults who suffer from abuse, in our community 

and throughout the world.  

This week please pray for the residents of Lancaster Avenue & St Mark’s Close 

Next week (1st August) we pray for The Children’s Society.  We also pray for the North Herts 

Inter-faith Forum and the local Muslim, Sikh, Buddhist, Hindu and Jewish communities. 

Next week please pray for the residents of Lancaster Road & York Road 



 

Prayer Requests – please send any prayer requests for the whole church to pray for to 

Andrew, who will then pass them on to the groups.  Do contact your own group to ask for 

prayer too.  

 

CHURCH DIARY - links for online services will be sent by email on Saturday morning.  

There is no need to book a place at services from now on – please see the email which Nick 

sent round for details. 

 

Friday 23rd July – Little Lions 9.30-11am in the church hall. 

Sunday 25th July – 10am Communion service in church, livestreamed on Zoom, and 

uploaded to Youtube.    Outdoor Sunday School. 

Coffee will be served outside (weather permitting) after the service – even if you’re not 

ready to come back to indoor services yet you would still be very welcome to come along 

just for the coffee, and fellowship, outside. Please bring your own cup/mug. 

 

Monday 26th July - Reading & reflection with Tricia on Youtube. 

Wednesday 28th July – Morning Prayer in church at 9.15am.   

Online Morning Prayer on Zoom at 9.15am. 

Sunday 1st August – 10am Communion service in church and livestreamed.   

Outdoor Sunday School – will continue through the holidays, with fun and games outside. 

Sunday Funday – BBQ & fun after the service – see details below. 

Monday 2nd August – Reading & reflection with Andrew on Youtube. 

Tuesday 3rd August – 2pm Funeral service for Michael Orton – see below. 

Wednesday 4th August – Morning Prayer in church at 9.15am. 

Online Morning Prayer on Zoom at 9.15am. 

Friday 6th August – Little Lions 9.30-11am in the church hall. 

Sunday 8th August – 10am Communion service in church and livestreamed.  Outdoor 

Sunday School. 

 

Funeral Service – the funeral of Michael will be in church on Tuesday 3rd August at 2pm. All 

are welcome.  Refreshments will be served at the family’s house afterwards. 

 

This week our friends without computers will receive a copy of the reflection given by John 

on Monday 19th July.  

 

CHURCH & COMMUNITY NEWS 



 

Sunday Funday 1st August – 12 ‘til 4  

We have a Funday after the 10am service, officially starting at 12 

(but you’re welcome to stay on after the service). There will be a 

donation BBQ, a bouncy castle, some games and stalls, and places 

to sit for a cuppa. All ages are welcome! Bring camping chairs or a 

blanket to sit on if you have them (but we can provide if not!). 

 

If anyone would be willing to donate food (or money for food) please call Nick on 01462 

434686 asap. 

 

Update on life at St Mark’s – hopefully by now you will have all read Nick’s email about how 

we plan to move cautiously forward following the lifting of restrictions in England this week. 

Nick has explained about how the services will work, but just to repeat that everyone is 

welcome at church – children, families, older members, visitors – and there will be no need 

to book a place anymore.  We will keep a note of who attends each service for Test & Trace 

purposes, but this will only be kept for 2 weeks. 

Refreshments – we have decided to end Zoom coffee every Sunday now, and thank all those 

who have hosted and attended.  Particularly in the early days of the lockdown it was a vital 

and much appreciated way of keeping in touch but has now been overtaken by being able to 

serve refreshments after services, which is also much appreciated. 

We will continue to serve refreshments outside after every service (and on 3rd Sundays 

between the 10am and 11.15am services, as used to happen).  If it is wet we are allowed to 

serve indoors if people are happy to do this, but we would just remind everyone that our hall 

is small, and we do need to try not to get too close to each other, especially when drinking 

without face coverings! 

You do not need to come to a service in order to come for coffee!  If you are feeling nervous 

about attending a service indoors but would still like to see friends from church you are very 

welcome to come around 11am for outdoors coffee. 

We are still requesting that if possible you should bring your own cup, as this helps with the 

amount of washing up whilst we are still only having 1 or 2 people in the kitchen. 

If you forget we do have church mugs though! 

 

Thank you – to Marie, Gail and everyone who helped with our first outdoor All Age service 

last Sunday.  It was wonderful to see so many families back and be able to sing and worship 

together – all helped along by the spaghetti and marshmallow construction, which despite 

the heat was a very successful activity!   



Here are some photos from the service. 

 

 

 



St Mark’s Art & Craft Fair – Sunday 15th August, 1-5pm We are now fully booked with 14 

stalls offering a wide range of arts, crafts, vintage collectibles and bric-a-brac, from church 

members, other churches and charities - please tell your friends and family about this and 

come along for a sociable afternoon where we can also hopefully raise some funds.   If you 

can provide cakes (made or bought) for the refreshments please let Val know via 

admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk  

Craft Fair Bookstall - As well as offering wonderful craft items and excellent refreshments, 

the craft fair will also provide you with the opportunity to stock up on some summer 

reading. If you have books you are ready to part with I'd be really pleased to receive them 

(except for cookery books which past experience tells me don't sell!) for the stall. Preferably 

bring the books to church when you come to a service or contact me if you're not able to do 

that. Deirdre admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

Congratulations to Gail on being accepted to go for training for ordination starting in 

September – Gail has sent this message:- 

“I’m so thankful for all your well wishes since I shared the news about training for 

ordination!  It is a real joy to be supported by such kind and generous friends at St Marks 

and to know you're cheering me on in this endeavour.  Being part of this church is very 

special and I'm looking forward to the next steps of training with the Eastern Regional 

Ministry Course (ERMC).  Your prayers continue to be greatly appreciated as I adjust to all 

that lies ahead.”   

 

Hitchin Benefice Summer Evensongs – Each Sunday in August at 6.30pm 

Everyone is welcome! Refreshments served after the service. A lovely opportunity to worship 

together with our local team of churches. 

When   Where    Preacher 

1st   St Faith’s   Nick Smith 

8th   Holy Saviour   Chris Bunce 

15th   St Mark’s   Stephen Fielding 

22nd    St Mary’s   Martha Inch 

29th   All Saints, St Paul’s Walden Ian Todd 

For more details see here. 

 

A `Thank you' service 

The Rev Charmaine Sabey-Corkindale is arranging a service to say thank you for all the staff 

and volunteers of the Vaccine Roll Out in Hitchin. It will be on Sunday 19th September, 5-

6pm in St Mary's. Charmaine writes: All are invited to join in saying thank you and to hear 

from those who were part of the Roll Out - plenty of great hymns and music! More details 

nearer the time - for the moment just book the date.' 

 

Vacancy for receptionist/database administrator for St Alban’s Diocese, based at Holywell 

Lodge.  This is a full-time position, 35 hours per week, for an experienced receptionist with 

good secretarial skills.  Salary based on the Personal Secretary Scale (£19,028 - £22,369 pa). 

For details see https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/diocese/other-vacancies/ 

mailto:admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk
mailto:admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk
https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/diocese/other-vacancies/


 

Home deliveries – it’s an age thing! 

Well The Husband continues on his on line shopping frenzy!!! Today there was a delivery 

scheduled for some “Real Ales“ for the consumption of our Son and Son in law. I was 

advised by the Husband that the delivery would be between 10.50 and 11.50am today. He 

also informed me that I would need to provide ID proof of age in order to receive the 

delivery. So my Driving Licence was duly placed on the hall table in readiness.  2 hours later 

than the scheduled delivery time said box arrived. I opened the door and proffered my 

Driving Licence only to be told by the man that “I don’t need that I can see you are over 18 

love!!!“  Well he could have humoured me at least instead of slapping me in the face with 

the verbal equivalent of an old wet Kipper. So as of now and for some time to come I will be 

in my darkened bedroom smothered in anti-aging cream and with 2 cucumber slices on my 

eyes.  Bring back gallantry. Yours feeling very miffed and peeved and old Agghhh!!! Joy xxx 

 

 

If you would like to have a notice included please email 

notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

Please send notices by 7pm on the preceding Wednesday. 


