
Sunday 4th July 2021 

Fifth Sunday after Trinity 

 

What’s in this week…. 

1. Readings & prayers  

2. Church diary 

3. Sunday School is back! 

4. Ordination training – message from Tricia 

5. Can you help? 

6. Open Gardens – thank you 

7. PCC Secretary required 

8. St Mark’s History Box – message from Ruby 

9. Safeguarding 

10. St Mark’s Mission giving – update on Phase 

11. Singing outside last Sunday! 

12. Christian Aid Week update 

13. Joy’s DIY Disaster… 

 

Readings for 4th July 

2 Samuel chapter 5 verses 1-5, 9-10 

Mark chapter 6 verses 1-13 

 

PRAYERS:- From Churches Together in Hitchin Today is Mission Gift Day at Tilehouse Street 

Baptist Church.  Please pray that members would be generous in their giving to support 

work both in this country and around the world.  PHASE ask that we pray with them for the 

support groups that they are running in schools to help students experiencing anxiety, 

extreme emotions, friendship issues or similar. These are intensive groups that require a lot 

of trust between the students and PHASE staff. 

From St Mark’s Prayer Cycle:-. This week we pray for Zeo Church, 

The New Testament Church of God and The International First-born 

Church of the Living God.  

We also pray for the work of the Nightingale Road Day Centre. 

This week please pray for the residents of Grove Road & Fryth Cottages (Nightingale Road) 

  

Prayer Requests – please send any prayer requests for the whole church to pray for to 

Andrew, who will then pass them on to the groups.  Do contact your own group to ask for 

prayer too.  

 

Friday 6pm prayers and drink with the Litterick family. For links contact admin@stmarks-

hitchin.org.uk 

 

CHURCH DIARY - links for online services will be sent by email on Saturday morning.   
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Because we are still limiting numbers to allow for social distancing in church please email 

Maggie on admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk if you would like to book a place for a Sunday 

service.  

 

Sunday 4th July – 10am Holy Communion service in church led by Fizz Gibbs, livestreamed 

on Zoom and uploaded to Youtube later.  

Outdoors Sunday School – Book a place at church for adults, but no need to book for 

children. More details, and photo, below. 

Coffee outside (weather permitting!) – Bring your own mug, spoon and biscuits! 

Monday 5th July - Reading & reflection with John on Youtube. 

Wednesday 7th July – Morning Prayer in church at 9.15am.  No need to book. 

Online Morning Prayer on Zoom at 9.15am. 

Sunday 11th July – 10am Communion service in church, livestreamed and uploaded to 

Youtube, with outdoor Sunday School. 

 

This week our friends without computers will receive a copy of the sermon given by Andrew 

on Sunday 27th June. 

 

CHURCH & COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

Sunday School is back! 

Last Sunday our Sunday School 

was finally back after 15 long 

months! We heard the story of 

Jesus healing a sick women and 

raising a girl from the dead. We 

thought about how we can help 

people and about all the people 

we have helped in the last year 

and wrote them on the letters 

of HELP! We also enjoyed 

singing some of our favourite 

songs and doing little bit of 

drama! We had lots of fun and 

it was wonderful to be back 

together again! Sunday school is on on the 1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays of the month so 

please come and join us!  It will be outside as long as the weather is fine, or inside, socially 

distanced, if wet. 
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Parents are welcome to stay 

with their children or go into the 

service if their child(ren) are 

happy to be left.  If you intend 

to join the service please book a 

place with Maggie.  It’s not 

necessary to book your 

child(ren) in but it’s helpful for 

the Sunday School leaders to 

have a rough idea of numbers if 

you can let Maggie know if 

you’re planning to come she will 

pass the message on.  Please contact Rachel via admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk for more 

information about Sunday School. 

 

Training for Ordination – message from Tricia Thank you to all of you for your prayers, 

support, and encouragement over the last two years whilst I have been working with a 

Vocations Advisor and the Diocesan Director of Ordinands to discern God's will for me.  I am 

delighted, humbled, and just a little scared, to say aloud that following a successful Bishop's 

Advisory Panel, I will start training for ordination this coming September! Eastern Regional 

Ministry College (ERMC) look out! 

With love and in fellowship, Tricia 

 

Can you help? We are in need of a few more people to go on the rota to 

serve coffee outside after the services – please let Maggie know if you can 

help.  Also we have several of our congregation who would 

love to come to a service but can’t get to church by 

themselves.  If you can help occasionally by offering a lift to someone 

please get in touch with Helen via admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

  

Open Gardens Saturday 26 June 2-5pm  Thank you to all who opened their gardens last 

Saturday and provided a safe space to meet with people not seen for many months. For 

some it was a first time outing for a long time. Discussion of plants was an extra bonus. The 

event was successful in raising a few pounds for St Mark's too!  

 

NEEDED:- a volunteer to be PCC Secretary Hitchin Parish urgently needs a new PCC 

Secretary following the retirement of Sylvia Burns.  Please see here for details of what the 

role entails.  Contact Chris Bunce, or via Maggie if you are interested to know more. 

 

St Mark’s History Box – message from Ruby -  I was so pleased to hear that St Mark’s 

history books and photos are now available for all to enjoy.  I first came to St Mark’s in 1943 

so to peruse and reminisce is a joy.  This history is a tribute to those who worked so hard, a 

work of love for us to cherish today.  So many of those people I remember but sadly they 
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have passed away.  The tapestries and banners, hours of work by a few members of the 

Mothers Union are magnificent in detail.  You may recognise Eileen, Rita, Diane  and Shirley. 

When I sat in Church last week admiring them I was able to recall the photos and written 

history.  I really do recommend you get in touch with Joy Bennett to borrow this 

memorabilia, treasure and enjoy.  Ruby  

 

Safeguarding - safeguarding is everyone's responsibility. If you have any concerns, please 

contact our safeguarding officer, Pauline via admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

St Mark's mission giving - Phase 

As part of its mission, St Mark's aims to give 10% of its 

income to support organisations that carry out Christian 

work locally, nationally and internationally. Each month, this 

newsletter will include some information about one of these 

organisations and this time it is Phase, which receives our largest grant - £2,200 this year. 

 

Phase was founded by Churches Together in Hitchin in 2002 and was originally known as 

`The Hitchin Churches Schools Worker Project'. Under the guidance of two Directors, Chris 

Baker then Kieran Murphy, it has become a highly respected team of people whose work 

with pupils in all Hitchin schools, their families and teachers, is summed up in three words - 

promote, prevent and support. To achieve these aims, they lead assemblies, provide 

lessons, organise groups, hold face-face-meetings, and much more. Needless to say, Phase 

has been particularly in demand during the pandemic which has confronted schools with a 

range of challenges, not least the mental health of young people. The Phase website - 

www.phase-hitchin.org - especially its section on `What we offer', gives a description of how 

much it is doing to meet the many demands on those involved in education. 

Phase also organises a Youth and Children's Worker Forum, which provides mutual support 

for those carrying out this vital aspect of our church life. 

Phase values our prayers and our money and is grateful to St Mark's for all its support.  

 

Singing the last hymn outside last Sunday! 

Whilst we are still not permitted to sing inside the church, we are outside, so last Sunday 

the congregation made their way outside to sing the last hymn, Amazing Grace, together.  

Weather permitting we hope to do this again, until we are allowed to sing indoors. 
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Christian Aid Week: Thank you to all who contributed to the Week. The church collections 

together with gift aid came to a total of £2,793.61. Thank you to those who donated online 

and the person who ran it on a Facebook page. The total from online we don't get to know 

but we give thanks in faith that in this 75th year of Christian Aid's the contributions were 

helpful. If you missed out on giving you can still do so on the website as the work with the 

poorest of the poor suffering from the results of climate change continues all year round. 

 

DIY disaster!!! 

Hi folks. I am writing this having just had a shower and hair wash and change of clothes. 

Why? I can hear you asking. Well the Husband came home from work early to sort out our 

gutter blockage as you can imagine I was beside myself with excitement and anticipation. In 

recent very heavy rain storms the guttering that runs at the back of our veranda, which we 

lovingly refer to as Miranda, has started pouring water out of the gutter down the walls and 

splashing it all over the rattan chairs which have had to be moved frequently. The down 

pipe at the end had been fitted, by the Husband, with a special joint to divert the rain into 

the water butt, conservation of water is a high priority of ours. I was assisting to dismantle 

said joint when on pulling it apart I was in the prime position for receipt of all the back log of 

stale black, very smelly water and old decaying leaf mixture - delightful!!!  Eau de parfum de 

stagnant drainpipe will definitely not catch on. The Husband has not stopped laughing yet. 

Joy x 



 

 

 

If you would like to have a notice included please email 

notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

Please send notices by 7pm on the preceding Wednesday. 


