
Sunday 12th December 2021 

Third Sunday of Advent 

 

Lots in the notices again this week 

1. Readings & prayers  

2. Church diary & hall diary 

3. Christmas services 

4. Thank you  

5. Wreath workshop – thanks & photos 

6. Nativity service 19th December 

7. Travelling Crib update & photo 

8. Urgent appeal from Phase 

9. Welcomers & readers wanted  

10. Church Christmas cards – 2 options! 

11. Foodbank collection in December 

12. Christmas collection for homeless shelter 

13. Christmas Tree Festival at Holy Saviour Church 

14. Hitchin Theological Society – Sunday 12th December 

15. The Frost Fairy – part 2 by Joy 

 

NB: There will be no notices on Sunday 26th December or 2nd January 

 

Readings for 12th December 

Philippians chapter 4 verses 4-7 

Luke chapter 3 verses 7-18 

 

PRAYERS:- From Churches Together in Hitchin - We thank God with Wymondley Baptist 

Church that some people who joined their Zoomed Sunday Service are still worshipping with 

them and also for others who have recently joined them and continue to  regularly attend 

church. We pray that the carols to be sung in the town centre and co-ordinated by Churches 

Together in Hitchin will be a powerful reminder of the true meaning of Christmas and its 

message of hope during these challenging times.  

Tilehouse Street Baptist Church give thanks that their weekly coffee morning has resumed 

and folk are enjoying meeting up again.  They give thanks too for the faithful volunteers who 

enable this to happen each week.      

 

From St Mark’s Prayer Cycle:-  We give thanks and pray for our church cleaners, gardeners, 

flower arrangers, all who make refreshments and all who maintain the church building.  

Please also pray for Hitchin Street Angels, as we enter the busy festive season. 

This week please pray for the residents of Firs Close, Maxwells Path, Frank Young Court & 

Willow Tree Way. 

 



A reminder that if you would like the church to pray for a particular person or people, you 

are very welcome to write their names in the Intercessions book on the Prayer table at the 

top of the steps, or write a prayer for the Prayer Tree. 

 

CHURCH DIARY - links for online services will be sent by email on Saturday morning.  

 

Sunday 12th December – 8am Communion in church. 10am Communion in church, 

livestreamed on Youtube. Children’s groups & activities in the hall. 

Coffee after the service – please bring your own cups! 

THIS SUNDAY AFTER THE 10AM SERVICE 

We would very much like you to join us after our 10am service 

on Sunday to learn more about how the Living in Love and Faith 

program of learning will work, when it will happen, and how you 

can help and take part. Do please bring your coffee/tea back into 

the main body of the church building after the service and listen 

to Nick, Tricia and Julian explain what it’s all about. 

 

Monday 13th December – Reading & reflection with Nick on Youtube. 

Wednesday 15th December – 9.15am Morning Prayer in church 

Thursday 16th December – 6.30pm GWNN 

Friday 17th December – 9.30am Little Lions 

Saturday 18th December – 4pm Family Christmas Celebration – see details below 

Sunday 19th December – 8am Communion in church, livestreamed on Youtube. 

10am Nativity & Family Communion in church,  

6.30pm – Carol Service (Lessons & Carols) 

 

HALL DIARY – these are the non-church groups hiring the hall or church 

Sunday 12th – All Girls Choir Concert 5-9pm 

Monday 13th – York Road Nursery visit 10-12 

Tuesday 14th - York Road Nursery visit 10-12; Rainbows 5-6pm; Antenatal Yoga 7-9pm 

Wednesday 15th – Home Education Hub 11am – 4.15pm; Yoga 5.15-7pm 

Thursday 16th – Childminders Support group 9.30-11.30am. 

Friday 17th – Strathmore School visit 1.30-3pm; Home Education Hub party 5.30-9.30pm 

 

This week our friends without computers will receive a copy of the sermon given by Gail on 

Sunday 5th December.  

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

 



Family Christmas Celebration:  Sat 18th Dec, 4-6pm 

Festive fun, food, carols and crafts for all the family! We’ll start with some carols in the 

carpark at 4pm (inside if wet!), then do Christmassy crafts and eat, before finishing with a 

few more carols…join us for some or all of it. 

Free event (but donations for food welcomed!) 

Nativity Service: Sunday 19th Dec, 10am 

Our young people will be telling the Christmas story, and everyone can get involved in the 

fun (or watch it from a safe distance!). 

Carol Service (Lessons and Carols):  Sun 19th Dec, 6.30pm 

A traditional service of carols and Christmas readings. A choir will be leading our singing. 

Come along and feel that warm Christmas glow. 

Blue Christmas:  Tues 21st December, 7pm 

Christmas time isn’t always easy. This is a quiet, gentle service for anyone who needs that 

this year. You might be grieving, feeling lonely, or just plain tired. Whoever you are and 

however you feel, you’re welcome. 

St Mark’s Crib Services:  Fri 24th Dec, 2pm (quiet) and 4pm (noisy) 

Our crib service is back! Join us for a fun re-telling of the Christmas story and some favourite 

carols. At 2pm the service will be quieter, and at 4pm we’ll have our band making a joyful 

noise! All ages very welcome. 

Midnight Mass:  Fri 24th Dec, 11.30pm 

A traditional midnight service of Holy Communion to usher in Christmas Day. 

All-Age Christmas Day Service - Sat 25th Dec, 10am 

A short, joyful Christmas celebration for all ages. 

 

CHURCH & COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

THANK YOU - Peter and Lesley would like to send a big THANK YOU to the St. Mark’s family 

for all the love we have received over Peter’s two spells in hospital. Your prayers, kind 

thoughts and messages, help, cards and goodies  have been a great blessing at this difficult 

time. We are so grateful to you all. God bless you. Love, Peter and Lesley. x 

 

THANK YOU to Val for a lovely afternoon making Christmas wreaths. A cuppa with a mince 

pie made it all a heartening social occasion after such a long time. 

Here’s some pictures of their creations. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NATIVITY SERVICE Sunday 19TH December - This year's nativity will be in the 10am service 

on 19th December. We will be rehearsing with the Pathfinders on 12th during the 10am 

service, and then at 9am on 19th.  On 19th all the children can come dressed as any nativity 

character they like and will be able to join in during the service.  Thanks Pippa and Rachel  

 

TRAVELLING CRIB – Here’s Lily enjoying a visit from Mary, Joseph and the donkey! 

 

URGENT APPEAL FROM PHASE - We have a matched funding campaign by some 

wonderfully generous people who will double any donation in December up to £2,500! So 

£10 becomes £20, £20 becomes £40 and so on! You can donate online: 

https://www.stewardship.org.uk/pages/phasehitchin  

Or you can drop cash or cheque to the office or give us a call (01462 422940) and we can 

sort it from there'. 

 

WELCOMERS & READERS WANTED for our Christmas services. If you’re able to help at any 

of our services please get in touch with Maggie. 

 

CHURCH CHRISTMAS CARDS – we will have our usual boxes for cards this year at the back of 

church – please put your cards in alphabetically by name. One of the wardens will put them 

out for collection on Sunday 19th December. 

OR 

As Christmas cards are costly and it's impossible to give one to 

everyone in the congregation! - some people are giving to charity 

instead. Some are doing both. However, if you would like to write 

one card and give it to me, together with the name of a charity 

you are supporting, I will list these on one of our display boards 

together with your card. I don't need to know the amount you are 

donating. We have done this in the past and it's been heartening to see how much 

generosity and love goes out from St Mark's at what can be a difficult time for some. Helen 

Richardson 

 

https://www.stewardship.org.uk/pages/phasehitchin


ST MARK’S FOODBANK COLLECTION IN DECEMBER – our December collection will be on 

19th December so the donations box will be available in church on Sunday 12th & 19th. The 

Foodbank has asked for Christmas goodies to be in by 10th December please, but they will 

still need the normal items and have particularly need for longlife UHT milk (not skimmed); 

longlife fruit juice; jam/marmalade; dried potatoes; dried milk; sponge puddings. PLEASE 

NO PASTA – they have a surfeit! 

Any Christmas items brought in after 10th will be added to the collection for the Homeless 

Shelter – see message below from Helen Richardson. 

CHRISTMAS DONATION TO HOMELESS SHELTER It's been a long tradition at St Mark's to 

donate food at Christmas to our local homeless organisation. This year is no different. The 

shelter on the corner of Grove Rd would welcome our gifts. Special request for long life milk 

and Christmas biscuits, mince pies, etc. Instead of taking your gifts into church they can go 

into my car. I will be in the car park after the Christmas day service till 12 noon. Thank you. 

Helen Richardson. 07880 682681.  

 

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL at Holy Saviour 

Church this weekend. 

Open on Saturday 11th from 10.30am-6pm and 

Sunday 12th from 12noon and 6pm. £5 entry, 

children free. Light refreshments will be 

available. 

Here’s the tree decorated by St Mark’s Rainbows 

and Brownies - it’s called Be Well. 

Look out too for the St Mark’s tree decorated by 

Joy  and Jan called Partridge in a Pear Tree! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HITCHIN THEOLOGICAL SOCIETY The third meeting of the Society is on Sunday 12th 

December, 6.30 to 7.30 pm in St Mary's Church. Bearing in mind that we are approaching 

the Christmas season, the theme is The stars in the bright sky and we will be tackling issues 

related to science and faith. Andrew Jackson, a science teacher, will look at how theology 

and cosmology have interacted in the past, and the lessons this holds for us in the present, 

and Paul Meacham, an engineer who works on the ExoMars Rover (he will explain!) will ask 

the question: What does life elsewhere in the Universe mean for Christianity? All are 

welcome - we have had good and growing numbers at our first two meetings, and we look 

forward to more at the next. Details from Charmaine Sabey-Corkindale on 01462 434497. 

 



We have a special seasonal treat from Joy who has sent a poem to be published in the 

notices over the first 3 Sundays of December – part 2 this week. 

 

The Frost Fairy – by Joy  

The brother opened up the window, 

And held out his warming hand, 

To the tiny, pink cold fairy, 

Who fluttering weakly tried to stand. 

 His sister cupped her hand round too, 

To shield her from the frost, 

Then spoke softly in a whisper, 

“Little fairy are you lost? “ 

The fairy told her story then, 

She was new to the sparkle team, 

Their job it was to sprinkle glitter, 

To make the snow all gem like seem. 

Somehow she’d wandered off the course, 

Of the sparkle glitter beams, 

And had lost the other fairies 

Whose job it was to gleam. 

Now she was all cold and tired 

Her pink light fading fast, 

A crystal tear came to her eye, 

“My fairy wings I’ve lost “ 

“ No no ! “said the little girl 

“They are alright now , look try, 

We have warmed you up, 

We are sure you can now fly. “ 

 

To be continued… 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to have a notice included please email 

notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

Please send notices by 7pm on the preceding Wednesday. 


