
Sunday 20th February 2022 

2nd Sunday before Lent 

1. Readings & prayers  

2. Church diary 

3. Message from Ann 

4. St Mary’s Survey 

5. February Foodbank collection 

6. Monthly Church lunch 

7. Ash Wednesday Communion service 

8. Ash Wednesday lunch – 2nd March 

9. World Day of Prayer – 4th March 

10. CTH Lent Groups 

11. Friday Friendship Group – 4th March 

12. The Baby Jiggle - Joy 

Readings for 20th February 

Philippians chapter 2 verses 1-4 

Luke chapter 10 verses 25-37 

 

PRAYERS:- From Churches Together in Hitchin - Please pray 

for unity of purpose and God’s blessing as Zeo Church 

continues to figure out where God is leading them in a 

brand new chapter beyond their 40th year.    

Christchurch ask for prayer support and the guidance of the 

Holy Spirit as they move forward in their efforts to recruit a 

Youth and Children’s Worker. 

From St Mark’s Prayer Cycle:- Please pray for the Church of God of Prophecy, Built on Faith 

Apostolic Church and the Heritage Haven Parish of the Redeemed Christian Church of God. 

We also pray this week for the police, emergency services and providers of public transport. 

This week please pray for the residents of Baliol Road, St Augustine’s Close & College Road 

   

CHURCH DIARY 

Links for online services will be sent by email on Saturday morning. 

Friday 18th February – 9.30-11 Little Lions baby & toddler group 

Sunday 20th February – 10am All-Age Service in church.  11.15am Communion in church 

and livestreamed on Youtube.  Coffee will be served between the services – please bring 

your own cups if possible. 

4-5.30pm – Youth Alpha. 

Name Badge Sundays. Please wear a name badge again this Sunday if you have one or use 

one of the stick-on badges from the welcome table.  After the disruption of the past couple 

of years, and face masks, many of us need reminding of each other’s names! 

Monday 21st February– Reading & reflection with Nick on Youtube. 

Wednesday 23rd February – 9.15am Morning Prayer in church. 7.15pm Choir practice. 

Thursday 24th February – 6.30pm GWNN 

Friday 25th February – 12.30pm Church lunch – see below 



Sunday 27th February – 8am Communion in church. 10am Communion in church and 

livestreamed to Youtube. 

4pm – Youth Alpha. 

 

HALL DIARY – these are the non-church groups hiring the hall this week 

Monday 21st  Signing Group 8.30am-2pm 

Tuesday 22nd  Jo Jingles 9.30am-12.30pm; Rainbows 5-6pm; Antenatal Yoga 7-9pm  

Wednesday 23rd  Home Education Hub 11am-4.30pm; Yoga 5.15-7pm  

Thursday 24th Childminders Support Group 9.30-11.30am; Dorothy Wells Violin Group 4-

5.30pm.  

 

This week our friends without computers will receive a copy of the sermon given by Tricia on 

13th February. 

 

CHURCH & COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

MESSAGE FROM ANN  

Dear St. Mark's - Thank you everyone for the beautiful orchid, flowers give me such joy.  

Also another thank you to the flower team for the appropriate card, wishes & gift voucher. I 

now have an excuse to visit John Lewis! Love Ann 

 

ST MARY’S SURVEY – St Mary’s DCC are developing a new vision for St Mary’s, and would 

like input from as wide a group as possible.  The link to the survey is here 

https://forms.office.com/r/GqjBuK3BYg if you would like to do it online, or you can find the 

pdf version here  If you would like a hard copy please let Maggie know. 

They would like the responses before the end of March.   

 

FOODBANK COLLECTION – the collection will be on Sunday 27th February, so the box will be 

out for any donations this Sunday and next. They are in particular need of the following 

items:- longlife fruit juice, jam and marmalade, dried potatoes, dried milk, coffee, sponge 

puddings.  

 

MONTHLY CHURCH LUNCH – will be starting again 

on Friday 25th February. To book a place please 

contact Joy or sign up at church. 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY COMMUNION – there will be a 

service at St Mark’s on 2nd March, Ash Wednesday 

at 7.30pm. 

 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY, 2ND MARCH LUNCH to support Christian Aid, 12.30 pm at St Mark's. A 

simple meal - soup, bread, cheese, fruit - adults £5.00, children £2.50. There will also be a 

Traidcraft stall. 

 

https://forms.office.com/r/GqjBuK3BYg


FRIDAY 4TH MARCH WORLD DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE, 1.30 pm at Christchurch. An 

international ecumenical service held on this day every year and prepared this year by 

women from our own country on the theme I know the plans I have for you. Prayers, 

reflections, music for all to share. 

 

LENT GROUPS From the beginning of March at different times in churches and homes, using 

the study guide The Prayers of Jesus by Amy Bouchart Smith. It covers a range of prayers 

offered by Jesus - regular, emotional, public ministry, anguish, submission and desperate 

times. Sign up sheets for the groups are in your church for the next two weeks. People who 

have participated in previous years have enjoyed them as well as discovered new things.  

 

Contact for all the above - Helen Richardson 07880 682681 helenwrich@btinternet.com  

 

The next FRIDAY FRIENDSHIP MEETING will be a Talk by Andy Gibbs on the Life and Legacy 

of Jill E. Grey. Her collection of education memorabilia is kept at the British Schools Museum 

in Queen Street. We will meet in the church hall at 2pm on Friday March 4th. 

Entrance £2 for members and £3 for visitors (refreshments inc.) For further information 

contact Val via admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk  

 

THE BABY JIGGLE - Hi all. Since the arrival of our latest 2 

Granddaughters, Ava in Dec 2020 and Cleo in March 2021, I 

have become more conscious of the performance of the 

“Baby Jiggle“ as I have named it. For some reason it didn’t 

register with me for the first 3 now aged 7, 5 and 3. 

Although this display is exhibited by both partners it seems 

to be perfected by the males. The crying or grizzling child is 

retrieved from the pram or other such transport mechanism 

and then placed in the preferred comforting position for a 

cuddle. The “Jiggle“ then commences. The choreography 

varies hugely but always includes an up and down 

movement of the upper body and shoulders whilst fancy, 

spasmodic footwork to the left and right and/or forwards 

and backwards in no particular and even rather random mode takes place.  Generally the 

result appears to be very effective in obtaining the desired result with the only occasional 

transfer of said child to someone else who seems eager to show that their interpretation of 

the routine will be more effective. The Husband, on listening to my observation, said that he 

could remember giving an important presentation in the City only to find himself performing 

the “Jiggle“ without an attached baby, following one of his 3 having had a very restless time 

the previous night. He sensed complete bewilderment amongst the non-parentals in the 

audience but smiles of recognition from others. Watch out for “baby Jiggles“ Joy x 

 

If you would like to have a notice included please email 

notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

Please send notices by 7pm on the preceding Wednesday. 
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