
Sunday 13th March 2022 

Second Sunday of Lent 

1. Readings & prayers  

2. Church diary 

3. St Mark’s Mission Action Planning Day - 12th March 

4. Hitchin Theological Society – 13th March 

5. Concert for Ukraine – 13th March 

6. Lent Appeal – Red Cross 

7. St Mark’s AGM – 3rd April 

8. Vicar’s day off 

9. Thank you – Ash Wednesday lunch 

10. Easter flowers & flower team rota 

11. Lent study groups 

12. Real Easter Eggs 

13. Request for wool 

14. Goose fly-past update - Joy 

Readings for 13th March 

Genesis chapter 15 verses 1-12, 17-18 

Philippians chapter 3 verses 17 

Luke chapter 13 verses 31-end 

PRAYERS:- From Churches Together in Hitchin - Today 

Wymondley Baptist Church will hold their AGM.  We pray 

with them that as they look back with gratitude at how they 

have maintained contact and have cared for one another 

through the past year that God will make clear His plans for 

the coming one. Our Lady’s Roman Catholic Church ask that 

we pray that we all be enabled to help creation to heal for 

then, with God’s help, we will be able to grapple with all the other dependent issues. 

Prayer for Ukraine – Walsworth Road Baptist Church will be open every Thursday evening 

during March from 6.30-9pm for people to come and go as they will and pray for the 

ongoing situation in Ukraine. 

 

From St Mark’s Prayer Cycle:- We pray this week for the Bible Society. We also pray for all 

affected by coronavirus through isolation, separation or bereavement, those who care for 

them and those involved in medical research.   

This week please pray for the residents of Fishponds Road & Bearton Avenue 

 

CHURCH DIARY 

Links for online services will be sent by email on Saturday morning. 

 

Saturday 12th March – 10am – 2pm Church Away Day – see details below. 

Sunday 13th March – 8am Communion in church.   

10am Communion in church & livestreamed to Youtube.  

There will be activities for children & young people during the 10am service. 

Refreshments will be served after the service – please bring your own cups if possible. 

3.30pm Concert for Ukraine at Pirton – see details below. 



4pm Youth Alpha. 

6.30pm Theological Society meeting – see details below. 

 

Monday 14th March – Reading & reflection with Melanie Crowley from St Faith’s on 

Youtube.  Nick’s day off. 

Wednesday 15th March – 9.15am Morning Prayer service in church.  7.15pm Choir practice. 

Thursday 16th March – 7 for 7.30pm Living in Love & Faith course 

Friday 18th March – 9.30am Little Lions baby & toddler group 

Sunday 20th March – 10am All Age Service.  11.15am Simple Communion service, 

livestreamed on Youtube. 

4pm Youth Alpha 

 

HALL DIARY – these are the non-church groups hiring the hall this week 

Monday 14th   Signing Group 8.30am-2pm 

Tuesday 15th Jo Jingles 9.30am-12.30pm; Rainbows 5-6pm; Antenatal Yoga 7-9pm  

Wednesday 16th  Home Education Hub 11am-4.15pm; Yoga 5.15-7pm  

Thursday 17th Childminders Support Group 9.30-11.30am. Dorothy Wells Violin Group 4-

5.30pm 

Saturday 19th Private booking 9am-2pm 

 

This week our friends without computers will receive a copy of the sermon given by Nick on 

Sunday 6th March. 

CHURCH & COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

MISSION ACTION PLANNING AWAY DAY – This Saturday (12th March) 

10am to 2pm @ All Saints, St Paul's Walden  Not too late to book – let 

Nick as soon as possible if you’d like to attend (so he can get enough pastries!). 

 

CHURCHES TOGETHER THEOLOGICAL SOCIETY The next meeting of the Society is this 

Sunday, 13th March, 6.30 to 7.30 pm at St Mary's. Four speakers from different churches - 

Trish Bonnett, Sarah Crittenden, Fizz Gibbs and Paul Lanham - will speak on the theme of 

Journeys and Pilgrimages. Jane Robson of Tilehouse Street will be in the chair and there will 

as always be time for questions and comments. Our numbers continue to grow - 53 (and a 

dog!) attended the last meeting - and we look forward to having more each month. Further 

information from Charmaine Sabey-Corkindale on 01462 435497  

 

CONCERT FOR UKRAINE – Sunday 13th March 3.30pm at Hill Farm, Priors Hill, Pirton SG5 

3QH Light classical items, musical theatre and popular songs, followed by tea and cake.  

Outdoors, so dress up warm.  All donations to DEC appeal for Ukraine.  Contact 

margaret.johnsonpirton@btopenworld.com  07801 673420 
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ST MARK'S LENT APPEAL 2022 – RED CROSS 
Each year, as part of our Lent devotions, we have a financial 
appeal for an organisation that is meeting need in a 
particular part of the world. This year, mindful of the 
situation in Ukraine but also aware that there is a 
continuing tragedy in Afghanistan which can easily be 
forgotten, we are supporting the Red Cross, which is active 
in both areas. As always, it is showing `kindness in action 
when crisis strikes', providing much-needed humanitarian 

need for victims of violence, hunger and displacement.  Further information on The British 
Red Cross | Worldwide Humanitarian Charity 
Donations can be made between now and Easter by cash or cheque (payable to `St Mark's 
Parish Church'), using the envelopes and gift-aid forms available in church, or via the orange 
Donate button on the St Mark's website - stmarks-hitchin.org.uk   Just click on the drop 
down menu and select Lent 2022 - Red Cross 
For more information, contact John Richardson on 07505 426876 or 
johnrichardson891@btinternet.com 
Many thanks for your generous response. 

 

ST MARK’S ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ON SUNDAY 3 APRIL at 11.15am 

Please do try to come along to our Annual General Meeting in 4 weeks’ time when we shall 

elect the various church officers to serve for the coming year. Please consider whether you, 

or someone you know, could serve, particularly as a member of the DDC (a role for 3 years) 

or as one of our representatives on the Churches Together in Hitchin council. If you would 

like more information about either role, do contact me about the DCC and John Richardson 

about CTH.  

The meeting offers a chance to get a full picture of the life of our church and usually lasts no 

longer than an hour. To speed up matters on the day, all the reports will be available for you 

to read in advance. These, along with the agenda and 2021 minutes, will be emailed to 

everyone who normally receives the weekly notices by email. We will be producing a small 

number of paper copies for our church members who don’t have computers. If anyone else 

feels they need a paper copy, they should let me know by 20 March on admin@stmarks-

hitchin.org.uk  

I look forward to seeing you at the AGM!  

Deirdre 

 

VICAR'S DAY OFF – MONDAYS - I love it when people get in touch with me, whether that's 

about practical church stuff, or wanting to talk about God and faith, or because they are 

struggling with something and want to chat. But recently I've had quite a few people get in 

touch during my day off. I think that's mostly because it's changed a few times since I 

arrived, as I've gotten used to the pattern of this community. My day off is now Mondays. 

I'd really appreciate it if people only contact me on Mondays in an emergency, and leave 

anything else for another day. I want to be a joyful and thoughtful vicar, rather than 

becoming a grumpy and jaded one, and a complete day off is really important for that! 

Thanks for your understanding and help with this. Yours in love, Rev Nick 
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THANK YOU - Churches Together in Hitchin Ash Wednesday lunch 

Many thanks to all who helped and came to the lunch at St Mark's. It was good to have this 

fellowship again after a two-year break and £210 was sent to Christian Aid. 

 

EASTER FLOWERS – If you would like to make a donation towards the 

flowers in church at Easter, in memory of a loved one or for a special 

occasion, please get in touch with Val or Joy admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

FLOWER TEAM – if anyone would like to join the flower team a new rota 

will be drawn up to commence 1st May.  No previous experience needed, 

just a love of flowers and St Mark’s. Please contact Val or Joy details as 

above.  

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN HITCHIN LENT STUDY GROUPS  Eight groups are 

starting this week, using The Prayers of Jesus by Amy Boucher Pye as a guide. If you would 

like to join a group and didn't manage to sign up, or if you are simply interested in knowing 

more, contact Helen Richardson on 07880 682681 or helenwrich@btinternet.com  

REAL EASTER EGGS – the only Easter egg which has the Easter story inside!  Fairtrade 

chocolate, plastic and palm oil free.  Original £4.50; Dark £5.50.  Order by 20th March from 

Maggie admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

REQUEST FOR WOOL from Val  – my Aunt belongs to a Knit & Natter 

group who would like some wool.  They knit small hats for 

premature babies as well as items for other good causes.  If you can 

help please leave the wool at the back of the church.  Thank you. 

 

 

GOOSE FLY-PAST UPDATE 

Hi Folks for those of you who have been paying attention I am delighted to announce that 

Frank the goose seems to have finally passed his flying exams!!!! He now is a proud, 

permanent, prominent member, albeit the tail flyer, junior rank, of the 8.00 am fly-past 

team. However, on his first day after qualifying he did receive a severe reprimand from the 

squadron leader as he caught Frank performing a victory roll over Ninesprings Way. It was 

obviously just high jinks and excitement on Franks part having got his wings. Go Frank 

Go!!!!! Joy xx    

 

 

If you would like to have a notice included please email 

notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

Please send notices by 7pm on the preceding Wednesday. 
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