
Sunday 10th October 2021 

19th Sunday after Trinity 

In the notices this week! 

1. Readings & prayers  

2. Church diary & hall diary 

3. Memorial Service for Rev Bill Shinn – 12th Oct 

4. Our Church Hall 

5. Memorial Service of Thanksgiving – 31st Oct 

6. Seeking gardeners 

7. How to Read the Bible for all it’s Worth – starting 9th Oct 

8. Messy St Mark’s news & photos 

9. CTH Theological Society – starting 10th Oct 

10. St Mark’s student care packages 

11. Support for Godfrey 

12. Recycling blister packs 

13. Rainbow Tunes - Joy 

 

Readings for 10th October 

Job chapter 23 verses 1-9, 16-end 

Hebrews chapter 4 verse 12 – end 

Mark chapter 10 verses 17-31 

 

PRAYERS:- From Churches Together in Hitchin - Holy Saviour Church 

asks that you pray for all involved as they prepare to bring the 

Christmas Tree Festival back into the church in December.  

Our Lady’s Roman Catholic Church ask that we pray for Rob Hitchcock 

as he begins his youth ministry role in their parish.  We pray with them 

for the guidance of the Holy Spirit to bring the young people to their church and to show 

this congregation ever more ways to reach out to the young. 

From St Mark’s Prayer Cycle:-. We pray for St Mark’s Morning Prayer, fellowship and study 

groups. We also pray this week for all lonely and housebound people, in our church and 

community, and charities and organisations who contact and visit them. 

This week please pray for the residents of The Crescent, Freemans Close & Mattocke 

Road. 

 

CHURCH DIARY - links for online services will be sent by email on Saturday morning.  

Saturday 9th October – 9.30am ‘How to read the Bible for all it’s worth’ – at the Vicarage. 

Sunday 10th October – 8am Holy Communion in church.  

10am Holy Communion in church and livestreamed on Youtube. Sunday School & 

children’s groups.  Coffee after the service – please bring your own cups! 
 

Just a Covid reminder that we do still need to be careful to keep some space between us, 

both in church and in the hall.  There are signs saying ’Please do not sit here’ on the 



Welcome Desk, so please take them if you would like to put them on the chairs either side of 

you - it will let others know that you would prefer some space. 

 

Monday 11th October - Reading & reflection with Andrew on Youtube. 

Wednesday 13th October – 9.15am Morning Prayer in church.   

Friday 15th October – 9.30-11.00am Little Lions. 

Sunday 17th October – 10am All-Age Service (with our own Church Orchestra again!).  

11.15am Simple Communion in church.  Coffee between the services. 

 

HALL DIARY 

These are the ‘outside’ hirers – all church related events are listed above. 

Monday 11th – Signing group 8.30am-3pm 

Tuesday 12th – Jo Jingles 9.30-12.30:  Rainbows 5-6pm: Antenatal Yoga 7-9pm 

Wednesday 13th – Home Education Hub 11am – 4.00pm: Yoga 5.15-7pm 

Thursday 14th – Childminders Support Group 9.30-11.30am: Dorothy Wells Violin Group 4-

5.30pm: Private booking 7.00-9.30pm. 

 

This week our friends without computers will receive a copy of the sermon given by Nick on 

Harvest Sunday. 

 

CHURCH & COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR REV BILL SHINN – Many of you will have known Rev Bill Shinn, 

who had longstanding connections with St Mark’s, and who died at Elmside last winter. A 

Memorial Service for Bill will be held on Tuesday 12th October at 2pm at St Mary’s, followed 

by refreshments in Church House.  The family would welcome anyone who knew Bill and 

would like to attend. They would also be grateful if anyone would be able to provide a cake 

for the refreshments, and/or help serve at Church House – please let Joy know if you can 

help via admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk  

 

OUR CHURCH HALL – just a reminder to 

everyone who uses the hall – please try to 

ensure that everything is put away in the 

correct position (there are photos on the board 

to help) and left clean and tidy for the next 

users.  The hall, kitchen and toilets are cleaned 

voluntarily once a week by Val who does a 

sterling job, and all our hirers are encouraged 

(and sometimes nagged!) to leave it as clean as 

they would like to find it, so our Church groups need to do the same please!  If you need 

help putting tables and chairs away Nick has said he’s always happy to assist as apparently 

he needs the exercise! 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING: Sunday 31st October 2021 at 2.00pm 

mailto:admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk


This year’s Memorial Service of Thanksgiving will be held as above.  All are Welcome. 

Light refreshments will be available following the service. 

During the service, the names of those to be remembered will be read out - if you would like 

a name or names to be read out, please give the names to Mike at church or email him via 

admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

Please note:  That names will not automatically be read out; rather, they will only be read 

out if you have let Mike know this is your wish. 

If you can offer to bake or buy a cake to serve after the service please contact Val via 

admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

  

SEEKING GARDENERS… Would anyone like to join the small but happy band of Church 

Gardeners? They meet at about 10.30 on Saturdays for an hour or so and do a grand job of 

keeping our Church gardens looking lovely.  You don’t have to commit to every week, just 

occasional help would be much appreciated, and you don’t need green fingers, just 

enthusiasm!   Give Kevin an email on admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk    if you’re interested in 

knowing more. 

 

 

HOW TO READ THE BIBLE FOR ALL ITS WORTH 

A group will be meeting to discuss the book How to 

Read the Bible for All its Worth on Saturday 

mornings, 9.30am at the Vicarage, beginning this 

Saturday 9th October. There will be pastries and 

tea/coffee for those who wish to partake. 

Any and all are welcome: if you'd like to join, 

please let Nick know on nick.smith@stmarks-

hitchin.org.uk or 01462 434 686. 
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MESSY ST MARK'S The Big Picnic, about the feeding of the five thousand, was shared in 

various places. This week Helen Richardson heard from friend Sue Todd at Wirksworth Team 

Ministry in Derbyshire about their Messy Church using it recently. It was the first they had 

run for 20 months. There were children aged 2 to 9 years plus a 93 year old - Sue's mum! 

They loved seeing and hearing our Nick telling the story!! Then they did some of the 

activities in the pack. Photos here show them busy in their church hall. The man kneeling 

down is their Rector, David Truby. Sue said using the pack has triggered them to start up 

again, so thanks us warmly.  

 

 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN HITCHIN 

THEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

The first meeting of this new group is this 

Sunday 10th October, 6.30 to 7.30 pm in St Mary's Church when the theme, presented by a 

panel of speakers, will be `What is theology?'. Themes for future meetings are being worked 

on and suggestions will be welcome. Do come along to the first and try it out. 

Further information from Charmaine on 01462 435497 or John Richardson on 07505 

426876. 

 

ST MARK'S STUDENT CARE PACKAGES 

We're looking for some people who are willing to contribute to a 'care package' for 

university students that are connected with St Mark's. 

Sending a 'care package' is a wonderful way to show them that the church still cares about 

them and is praying for them. A package is typically shoe-box sized and would include things 

like toiletries, some tasty and/or healthy snacks, and a scarf/gloves to keep them warm in 

winter!  If you'd be interested in helping, please get in touch with Rev Nick. 

 

SUPPORT FOR GODFREY- Churches Together have been made aware of a young 

Italian/Ghanian man aged 23 named Godfrey who is homeless and is also a North Herts 

College (NHC) student. Kit Davis, principal of NHC will pay £600.00 to anyone who can offer 

Godfrey a room for the next month. If you or someone you know is able to provide a 

room/flat please contact Donald Smith (Pastor of Built on Faith Bibleway Church) on 07737 

451105. 



 

EMPTY BLISTER PACKS – there is a box at the back of the church for collecting these for 

recycling the foil and plastic. For every kilo of packs Priory Hitchin Rotary receive £1 and the 

money raised will be used for local charities. This keeps them out of landfill as well as going 

to a good cause.    

 
RAINBOW TUNES - Hello, well two really strange, weird, wonderful things have happened to 

me today Sunday 3rd October. Following the most magnificent Harvest Festival service with 

Andrew‘s truly wonderful performance on the organ, really soul uplifting, and all us folk 

singing our hearts out behind our masks surrounded by a beautifully floral decorated Church 

and  looking onto a great display of generously presented  gifts, the Husband took me out to 

lunch - lovely. On the way home we were listening, as usual, to Classic FM radio and playing 

was a lovely version of “Somewhere over the Rainbow“. As we turned into our road above 

us in the sky was the most perfect full Rainbow sitting in a dark background with sun shining 

to show it off from behind us. I just suddenly burst into tears. It was so magical and perfectly 

timed. Then later we were sitting under our veranda  having our usual  cross words whilst 

doing the Crossword in the Sunday paper, when someone walked along the foot path 

behind the fence  at the bottom of our garden and he or she was whistling “ Ode to Joy “ 

Yes I think I have had a perfect day. Can I please thank whoever organised this for me with 

all my heart.  XX 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to have a notice included please email 

notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

Please send notices by 7pm on the preceding Wednesday. 


